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% 10th to > 16th September 1899. 
be ie TRMPERATURK, HyGRomerry. Win. 
“ = ro ” " 

i H A, az fees a | cs 
ei | Be ; raKn, 
e 4 | | Ba é 2 s | Provailiny direo- " x us } 
i 4a] hy i 
i : a H g 
a RE ee = a = 
i 
1 1899, : Inches. ‘ ° | * Inches} > | % Tacher, 
PAA Sept. |10th |1925) Nil | 29-786 | 85-0) 889) 77 | S12} B1-2| 1018) 79° | 84 |Kandcalm ...] 64| 0-18 | Cloudy, 0, p 
~,, [auth }1ae7| 12] 750} 834) 873) 99] 774 | 797] 0070) 783 | 86|ESEondSE ...| 128| Nil | Chiefy cloudy, o, 


my {28th |1373) 1-4) 765 | S11) 873) 91) 782) 79-7) 998) 792) 94) Edy Sand calm] 63 | 140 Chiefly, cloudy, o, 
0 Py 









































Fe yy frsen fazed) wa | 819) 864) 97| 767 | 8021/1001 793192! sand SBbyB...| 74) 0487, Cloudy, 0, Bs Py ty 
7 | a . 
Math [1488] 45 | +770 | 880) 801 111 | 78:0) 802/004] 790] 88 |seWands ...| 107| 0415 Chiefly cloudy, 9, 
u Pe 
1th |144-4) gO} 745 821! 890 113 | 783 | 790] 951 | 777 | 87 SandSSW  ...| 129| 0°66 | Chiofly cloudy, 0, 
, | pt. 
ie ; | | 
f 4, {16th 196-7] 15] 746 882) 87-4) 8:0} 794] 800] 982) 78-7 | 86 SbyWands ...| 93) 0-19 Chiety cloudy, 
lie P. 
—_ Inches, 
| The mean pressure of the seven days 29°756 
| The average pressure of the corresponding period for 24 years Surveyor-Generals 
Rs Office oe eos a 29°666 
fF 
The total number of hours of bright sunshine... tee as aa] 116 
| The maximum possible number of hours of sunshine ooh san we 860 
Be The mean temperature of the seven days 6. ‘ae 82'8 
| The average temperature of the corresponding period - for 24 years, Surveyor- 
mie General’s Office sae 83+4 
| The extreme variation of temperature. ie Sy me Aa 12-9 
_ The maximum temperature ms oe aS ca me 89°6 
_ ‘The highest velocity of the wind in one hour .., oe mt re “3 
; : ; d 
The mean rye enc iaity sg Bin i ma a 88 
_ The average relative humi of the corresponding period for 24 years, 
ay Surveyor-General’s Office —... re es ane 86 
‘The total fall of rain from 10th to 16th September 1899... ‘340. 
The average fall of the corresponding period for 24 re Surveyor-General’s 
Office oes noo 2:13 
The total fall from Ist January to 16th September 1899 one 63°63 
The a fall of the EEN period for 24 years, Surveyor-Goneral’s 
54:37 
The mean pressure, te perature, &., are deduced from the traces of the Barograph and ‘Therm 
figob from observations road wt Gh, 10b,, 18h, and 2th, . ager, 


; The maximum and minimum temperatures are obtained from self-registe: thermometers. 
_ thermometers are verified and the readings have been corrected to a erg ee gaat rar and veciled th 
ed They are exposed under a thatched shed open at the sides, and are suspended 
~ above the grou’ 

The barometer readings are corrected approximately to those of the standard, Newman’s 

b formerly at the Surveyor-General’s Office. : ae 

'» _ The hygrometric elements are obtained from Tables ITI, IV, and V of the official tables computed in 

_ the Meteorological Office, and based on nault’s modifications of August’s formula. 

Pabst ho directions and zho movement of icamicibeoment wy buscar c omegm Ae emer, 2 

| _ The mouth of the rain-gauge is one foot above the ground. 


pat, 0, overcast; g, gloomy ; d, drizzling rain; p, passjng temporary showers; t, @upder. 
 Mermonotoctcat Orvicr, Govt. or Ixpia, : a. W. Kuouxer, : 
Oaloutta, the 18th September 1899. For Meteorological Reporter.to the Govt. of India. 
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13.68 £8.08, SLls 91.91 £8.88 $8.06 ZL-6U | 86.21 Stool | 0%.98 | Lost | af.1g 88.86 | 00.88 pede Be m6 
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£ 96.88 00.06 09.29 00.91 89.83 $2.08 LLOM | 6.20 So.8ot | OG $2.06E | O9.1¢ 68-188 | 19.98 Gd pa We 
19.88 68.51 SF.83 08 as.8It | 19.20 S¥.60T | 08.98 $9061 | 89.1¢ &-18% | 00.95 cies bt, "9 
12.86 09.81 £6.18 26.61 S611 | £9.21 SF.9OL | O8.NG 661 | LL Es BLISS | 00.95 Basi po we | 
Med OOSt | G68 | seer | c0.0sr | 41.8t | sLsot | osse | seer | ocgs 90.883 fo wp 
rs 68-IT $3.98 $8.81 58.611 : 68.886 oar pag | 
B 93.01 10.48 19.91 OL.Sir 5 1-968 “pug : 
This 9.6 OL68 SLL BSL £0.18 wt | 
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OLRCULAR AND EASTERN OANALS, 


Approwimate Return of Traffic for the week ending Saturday, the 16th ember 1899, 
7 as compared with the corresponding week of the i a ; 


Warr 














1érE 8: 1?7H SEPTEMBER 
Natvrs oF Cango, r 
Numberot | Waightot | posiace, ox*| "am indies 
al 
Jute f - 
Firewood o- 
Other articles ~~ 
Total 











EAST INDIAN RAILWAY. rt 
Approximate Return of Trafhe for the week ended 2nd September 1899 on 1,710'53 miles open. 


COACHING TRaPYIO, 











Tearvic Traln-MILEs RUN, — uy 













via AP 
perme cess | Ome | Miah $] mawne| kl oy ut theme eg ram! a 
‘year J) “ *2,678,084 


1,872, 2,243,048 
: Pie — Hiern adil a 
OoMPARIBON, : 














of best yoar ae 87,48,198 30 an'sh 95 20.208). 3} 10,41,308 § 152,444 | 247,115 
of correspond. s 
woek of year ii O00 11 4 we sent seteer 
a ie 99/85,078 11 2,850,016 | 1,410,087 | 2,200,108 
“ ana” ” Molas at G: 
a) The d is ia + Sg Re Ee cet ame Enspatmashee , aya and Baidyanath in tho corresponding period of 1898, 
(6) The increase is in coal traffic from Jharia Section and f trom stations in the Loop district, 
see ei ppergertenn oe DO ea Comarrase being more than Feeeipts, nothing ts included, , 
lo. 3,902 
: Map sat ens zs isis omacennt ef ifreace between the approximate and audited igurs for the weok ended 


2 Deducted 7 

Ai figures up to the week ended 22nd July 1899, 

bina age Ee 8 
TAKKESSUR BRANCH RAILWAY. 

Approximate Return of Traffic for the week ended 2nd September 1899 om 22°23 miles open. 


SE 
xg , : a v “4 crema te ty MineRat TRAPYIC TRAIN-MILRS RUX, 


















(estimated). 
Number of cee Weight Receipts, em Coaching, “| Tout, 
, Re, a. P. Mops. 6. Rs. a. P, Ba, a, 2. Re, 4. PB. fi 
415 0 11,176 20 437.3 0 900 2 “ 
“thas: ety 10 8 066]. anaes) pilgl k. 
"35,18 3 0! $1,21,987 20} 43,493 3 0 80 0 0/ 88,757 6 0} — §0,080 $7 | gogs7 
1,82,408 0| 9,030 6 0 89 0 0) 42,578 8 0| 10,100 905 | aoa 
Pracaes somal Pia | eel sen 
3216 0 6 7,885 0 34 3 0 466) 3534610 0] . 4,106 82 1,188 
Oe m9}. “21 ee) wool ‘atch bi 
17,265 | 99,10 9 1 73,200 0| 9945 11. 0 © 5 0) 42,115 9 1| — 10,508 998 | 11,508 





ne SO MS 
No, of 1,831 and Res. 233). 

{Ditto Mde’ sued ana tou ojaly Inn, °. “Mterenoe between the approximate and audited figures for tho wook ended 22nd 
J Audliod figures up to the week ended 20nd July 150, July 1900. 


DELHI-UMBALLA-KALKA RAILWAY. 


Approximate Return of Lraffic for week ended 2nd September 1899 on 16224 miles open. 
eladeadl a 
Coxcuine Teayic, | MuRCmANDIER ax Mixnar | 


Number of | Coach 
relent Welt ara Receipts, 


Rs, A. P, 8. 
= Week 4. 14,704 bay a | 18 
‘Previous 8} weeks of half-year! "14,078 | 1,24,007 7 0  ta,sivi2a 20] taa,s, 6 
| Total for 9} wooks —... |” 100,052 | 1,57,000 15 0| _7,72,741 10 

















TRavric TRAIN-AULES RUN, 















608 0 0} 237,720 1 0 
— ——| 
















- Compantsow, ‘ 
tl for corresponding week of 14058 0 0] 97,584 0 411 0} 986 1 0 
a ray corresponding 86.10 5 ely 046 124617 
pe % f SET | | TL a | 
drerigareepending 0} weeks 1,81,005 2 1/ — 4,80,491 20] 69,7414 6| ani a6] Soin a a 
Sips 2 e: 






as of wheat irom vid Umballa Cant, to Mi 
$ tet Sac Sad a mn! Cant. to Delhi and vid, ; 
5 ids toi and, i Freeh ended maserence between the approximate and audited figures for the 
, figures up to the week ended 28nd July 1890, re . 








626; 
ies Deaset Nop #20}-0n sccount of diermce between the approximate and andlied igure for tho woek ended Ju 
ted figures up to the week ended 22nd July 1809, 












EASTERN BENGAL STATE RAILWAY. 
(Ixctupixa N, B., Dacca, K.-D., anv Assam-Brnan Szorions.) 
Approvimate Keturn of Trafic and Mileage for the week ended 9th September 1899 on 834 miles open. 













OCosontse TRravyic, await Oe nance earnings, ~ Deareic TRAIN-MILES RUE, 
Total earnings, 
Number of | Conchiite : ferry. 
< : Woient carried | Reooipts, Coaching, | Merohan- | yyiyi 









Mops. 8. Re. a. P. Bs, A. P. Re. a, PB, 
76,870 00 30 0 0 0 0 0 
eT ol ee 8 baie PO 7 


















on ee 


ne 77,56,043 0 | 15,80,788 0 0 | 1,581,000 © 0 | 24,090,833 0 6 
“Total for 10 weeks —... 


89,33,018 0 186,082 0 0| 1,44,770°0 0 (28,70,143 0 0 














174,43 | 71,336 0 0] — 10,09,751 0 | 9,80,566 0 0} 9,408 0 0| 8,11,808 0 0 
213 87 0 0 1,234 0 e200) «100 370 0 0 
| 1,840,514 | 7,63,003 0 0| — 82,75,825 0 15,15,476 0 0| 1,86,705 0 0 |:24,20,845 0 0 
. © Bxoluding steamer earnings. id 
}Andltod tp te sik yak 1809, 
Nozz.—Increase incl due to Jute trafile, 


DAOCA STATE RaILWay, 
Approzimate Return of Tvafie and Mileage for the weck ended 9th September 1899 on 86 miles open. ps 


a 
TRAPPIO TRAIN-MILES BUS. 





7 
d 












; 100 00 
63,000 0 0| 215,280 0) 14,007 0 0| 2,806 0 0/ 85,808 0 0 


+ Keualteg up oath Jey i200 mt i0 week nding and ember 190 adjusted. 















_Approsimate Return of De nt Migs fo a! Sper 10 ont open. 





TRavvIO TRarn-MILES aux, 5 





"| Total earnings,) ——-—_— 


]Oomehing. | ™ dise, vase | na 







Rs, a. P. Rs, a. P, 


sete 1,000 0 0 
sevens 300 
“00 7,770 0 0 






mwo00 





8,770 0 0 
—_———_ 


* Includes ballast train-miles 648, Sxl 
* + Audited up to 8th July 1899, { 


BRAHMAPUTRA.SULTANPUR RAILWAY. it, 


" Approximate Return Wf Traffic and Mileage for the week ended 9th September 1899 on 24:75 miles open. 








q CoacnrG Tuavric, aah ro beg TRAPPIC TRAIN-MILES RUN, 








Other earnings, Total 








earnings, 
c Number of Coaching Weight Merchan. 
: piaemngran receipts. carried, Receipts, coc | dise, | Total,* 
Bs, 4, P. Mops, 8. Rs, A. P, Rsa.P.| | Re, a. P, 
traffic for the week 1,220 00 $10 0 1,030 0 0 10 0 0 1,470 0 0 180 
per mile of railw: 49 sae 8 42 0 0 400 wo 00 eoyhee 
a weeks of hall. 
pay et 19,818 3,301 0 0 57,407 0 3414 0 0 505 0 0 7,280 0 0 1,787 
‘ Ris es ins |" 13886 | ae 0 0| esa) ol aem 00 615 0 0] 8750 0.0| 1,007 
“ ae ee | eee | nese ci eeeeneees ————— | | 
 Compantsom. 
ee tn 
FOOT nesses ane senna soseee secon cor wenn oe 
of railway corresponding 
wr pean te aes eeeees senees wees sees we coy 
%o corresponding f 





ol 
Previous year as, oy tose 








ndited up to 8th July 1899. 
i nd judes ballast train); es 858, 


COOCH BEHAR STATE RAILWAY. 


Approximate Return of Trafic and Mileage for the week ended 9th September 1899 on 83°73 mi 


les open. 



























el 
Ooacmrwe Taaverc, | MERCHANDIeR AnD Minuuat seme TRAPPIC TRAIN-MILRS RUN, * 
SGA BR « se Rak eine * 
assonwers Weight carsiaas. 
neck 7 Receipts. pene | Receipts. ferry, Coaching. [zc Total, 
a 
Rs. A. P. Mos. 8, Re, a, Pp, Rs. a. 7, Ra, ar, i 
1,400 530 0 0 8,202 0 800 0 0 : 
43 16 0 0 ms 0 0 0 idly “@oo| 2° Mictade Boe on! 


tees 


15,809 | 6,056 0 0 ogi oo} 40 0 0] 28400 sam mm | 10,896 


17,880 6,586 0 0 


47,291 0 







- pelt —_— | 
55,408 Litt 0 566 oo 0} 14,928 0 0 3,473 6,819 | 18,293. 
1,083 387 0 0 4,879 0 585 0 0 9 0 0 101 0 0 166 422 583 
“0 600 221-0 200 seveee “00 eoaven seve aa 4 
19,088 4,48 0 0 35,034 0) 3,927 0 0] 1,008 0 0] g.4g5 9 ae 1,658 6,205 | 7,883 i) 





$ Bxcluding Re. 65, ety | 
+ ud t 
(a) Audited up to semis ti aE 












” ® Audited up to 2nd July 1 
¢ Coaching teafto calculated on 190 niiles only. 


BENGAL AND NORTH-WESTERN RAILWAY. ‘ 
Approximate Return of Traffic for the week ending 9th September 1899 on 1,085 miles open. fi 





Coacuine TRarrio, seammmamee 1 to nets, TRAPFIO TRAIN-MILES 


(estimated), Total earnings. 





Weight 
Dah 


| Receipts, 
47,862,740 


51,87,530 6,16,400 


2,77,709 28,858 | (c)17,208 
46°23 800'23 36°87 ern) saeeee 


1,120,177 4,283,308 =| 4,648,704 5,768,189 2,24,607 | 2,40,184 
a) Includes 6,482 miles of ballast trains run on open line. 
te » 8,800 ” ” ” 


ASSAM-BENGAL RAILWAY, 
Udpprostnate Return of Traffic for the week ended 2nd September 1899 on 896 miles open for all desoriptions of Traffe and en 


additional 28 miles for goods and parcels traffic only. 


* noludes audited figures up to weok ending and July 1899, 


Ay 
peseot 





DARJEELING-HIMALAYAN ‘RAILWAY COMPANY, LIMITED. 


te aaa 
Decrease as oan 


Becei mile for the Week ending 9th ber 1899 & 
Die. oe the corresponding perked of py peas soe 
Receipts from 1st July to 9th September 1899 a ss 
Die for the dnmannting Fire 1898 ae aS 
Decrease a o pny ooo on 


pe oe 
12,821 0 0 
15,750 0 0 


——__. 
2,929 0 0 


261 6 3 
308 138 2 








1,238,278 0 0 
1,31,007 0 0 


7,734 0 0 









Sy Re oF 


No. 39° of 1899. 


SUPPLEMENT T 


The Calcutta Gazette. 


WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 1899. 











OFFICIAL PAPERS, 





{Non-Subsoribers to the Gazette may receive the SUPPLEMENT separately on payment of Sie Rupees 
per annum if delivered in Calcutta, or Twelve Rupees if sent by Post.) 





CONTENTS. 


a 
Page. Page. 


Resolution on the Re on the Administration of the RESULTS of the Meteorological Observations taken at the 
Tol fo the Year (808 sb Biea aici, j: 1057 | Alipore Observatory trom 17th to 25rd September ino” 655 
Working of the BengalJute Warehouse and Fire-Brigade 
ae in the Cossipore-Chitpur and Maniktala Municipal- san Areas leased for Irrigation up to end of August 1899 vo 1684 
ee Re Pee es PE i ere ee 
Weather and Grop Report for the week ending 25th Circular and Eastern Canals for the week ending 
pacar he ne’ ‘tities of the” an ve 1675 Saturday, the 23rd September 1899, oe use 1685 
Sraremant showing the gaautities of the Pring Pony Bengal Central Railway forthe month of July 1800 198g 


interior during the month of June 1899 oo ow +1679 Weekly return of Traffic Receipts on Indian Railways ... 1688 


RESOLUTION ON THE REPORT ON THE ADMINISTRATION 
OF THE POLICE DEPARTMENT FOR THE YEAR 1898, 


No. 4475J. 
RESOLUTION. 


POLICE. 


Caloutta, the 25th September 1899. 
Reap— 
The Report on the Administration of the Police Department for the year 1898, 
Read also— 
The Report for the year 1997 and the Resolution of Government recorded thereon. 
Mr. Henry held the office of Inspector-General of Police during nine 
months of the year, Mr. Pratt, Deputy Inspector-General of Police, officiat- 
ing during the remaining three months, when he was absent on privilege 
leave, Since the beginning of the present year Mr. Henry has been granted 
long leave, and has been succeeded by Mr. Greer, who has submitted 
the t report. The reports of the Divisional’ Commissioners were received 
by  Inspector-General with fair punctuality, and his report was submitted to 
»Sovernment on the prescribed date. Subsequently, however, many errors 
were found in the statistics supplied in the report, and this necessitated a 
revision, which was not sonalatadl until the 4th September. The arrangements 
for the compilation of the statements of the report in the Ins -General’s 
Office have bee defective, and the Lieutenant-Governor trusts that the requisite 
‘Steps will be taken to ensure acc in the future, Careful instructions to 
the District Superintendents of Police for the preparation of their statistics 
in accordance with the orders issued by the Government of India in the Home 


be 





2. Constitution of the Force.—The sanctioned staff of 2 sae officers, 


including Inspectors, was the’ same as in the previous year. There was an 
increase of 83 Sub-Inspectors and 145 constables, and a decrease of 65 head- 
constables and 156 town chaukidars, these changes being mainly the result 
of substituting Sub-Inspectors for head-constables and constables for town 
chaukiders. As in the previous year, a considerable number of appointments 
of Sub-Inspector, and head-constable was left vacant at the end of the year. 
The Sub-Inspectorships were reserved for passea candidates of the: training 
school at Bhagalpur, and the head-constableships for conversion into Sub- 
Inspectorships, in accordance with the scheme sanctioned by Government on 
the recommendation of the Police Redistribution Committee. There were also 
183 vacancies in the ranks of constables, and these were due to difficulty in 
recruitment. i ‘ 

3. Lzpenditure.—The following compares the ‘actual expenditure of the 
year with that of the preceding year under different heads :— 


nik rer] tr 

ub- expendi- | expendi-— 

heads. Hxaps or Onanons. ture for ine for 
1897-98. | 1898-99. 


Increase, 


























Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 
1 | Inspecting agency 8 me « | 1,69,245 | 1,68,060 8,805 
2 | Pay of District and Assistant Superintendents ... | 4,80,814 | 4,96,507 16,693 i 
3 | Pay of Executive Police and establishments, with 
good-conduct pay and batta allowances, &. —... | 6,14,954 | $4,04,497 2,10,457 
4 | Travelling allowances... ave + | 1,27,481 | 1,838,265 6,774 +: 
6 | Bixed boat establishment .., bee F & 66,488 67,701 2,268 te 
6 | Special, regular and contract contingencies +» | 6,28,914 | 6,90,306 38,608 
7 |Government contribution to the Municipal and 
Railway Police re deo +. | 1,79,761 | 1,66,881 ee 18,480 
8 | Bengal Military Police .,. ae os 62,957 66,106 18,149 am 
Total w»« | 68,00,664 | 50,02,763 | 46,684 | 2,062,400 
Net decrease 2,16,811 





A net decrease of Rs. 2,16,811 appears, of which Rs. 2,10,457 was due 
to the discontinuance of the allowance granted in the previous year as compen- 
sation for dearness of provisions. The figures of expenditure are, however, 
still subject to final adjustment in the Accountant-General’s office. The 
budget estimates were again largely exceeded, a no large item of unex- 
pected expenditure had to be met during the year. Greater care in preparing 
them must be exercised. r , em 

4, Recruiiment of investigating oficers.—Five appointments o ctor 
and 143 of Sub-Inspector were given during ‘thé Soabae students sho tind 
passed through the training school at Bhagalpur. ‘en students after tnder- 
going the course at the school failed to qualify for any. Sof amd Of the 
total of 158 students who thus passed through the school, 82 were selected for 
admission into the school on the results of competitive examinations, which are 
held twice during the year, 13 were admitted by nomination without bein 
ego to appear at an open examination, and the remainder were sel 
police officers already in the service of Government. The school year at Bhagal- 
pur is divided into three terms, and no sot of students réceive training for, 
more than one term, or three months. ‘The first and third terms are devoted to 
the candidates selected. at the two competitive examinations, the second being 
set aside for the training of English-knowing officers already in the force, In 
last. year’s report. Mr, Henry expressed his opinion that the period of training 
was too short to be really effectual. itis appears to be the ‘and the 
Government will be prepared to consider any proposal which the Insj 
General of Police may desire to submit in the matter, The Sub-Inspectors 
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who are appointed from the training school appear, on the whole, to give satis- 
faction. It is very necessary, in the interests of the newly-appointed youn, 
officers themselves, as well as of police work, that they should be retaine 
for a time in posts where they may acquire practical experience under close 
supervision before they are sent to independent charges, 

5. Town Police,—The total strength of the town police of the Province at 
the end of the year was 5,506 officers and men. This force was employed in 
providing police protection to 153 towns. A reduction was made in the number 
of town chaukidars and an increase inthe number of constables, the total of 
constables being 3,109 at the end of the year against 2,994 at the beginning, 
that of chaukidars having been reduced from 2,182 to 2,026. The system of 
night patrol which requires the police to be corstantly moving and provides 
for a self-checking record of their movements is now in force in nearly all the 
larger towns to which such a system is suited. The compiaint is again made 
that many municipalities do not sufficiently help the police by providing 
adequate street-lighting, or by supplying oil for police lanterns where efficient 
street-lighting is beyond their means. This mattar has repeatedly been brought 
to the notice of the municipalities, and should still be pressed whenever their 
financial position admits of their making provision for the expenditure. 

6. Rural Police.—The total number of village chaukidars at the beginning 
of the year was 166,222, of whom 117,999 were under the Village Chaukidari 
Act, VI (B.C.) of 1870, or Act V (B.C.) of 1887, which is the corresponding 
enactment for the Chota Nagpur Division, The remainder were either under 
Regulation XX of 1817, or were holders of service tenures of various kinds. 
At the close of the year the total number had been reduced to 161,967, through 
the abolition of a figs number of the chaukidars under Regulation XX or 
remunerated by service lands, and the substitution of fewer men appointed under 
the Acts. The total number of chaukidars under the Acts at the end of tie 
year was 122,195 against 117,999 at the end of the preceding year, the other 
classes of chaukidars having been reduced during the year from 48,222 to 
39,772. In the Burdwan Division, which still has the largest number of 
chaukidars not under the Village Chaukidari Act, satisfactory progress 
was made during the year in the substitution of chaukidars appointed 
under the Act, the number of cases dealt with being more than dou fe that 
of the ipeorsnes year. The estimated value of the annual cash emoluments 
of chaukidars now amountsto Rs. 68,19,499, giving an average monthly wage of 
somewhat less than Rs, 3-8 per head. The appointment of dafadars to super- 
vise this Jarge body of men made much progress. The total number of these 
men at the end of 1898 was 5,851 against 3,646 atthe end of the preceding 

ear, The Dacca and Patna Divisions take the lead inthis matter. The 

ieutenant-Governor trusts that the position which these men should occupy 
as head chaukidars has been, and will be kept steadily in view. They should 
closely supervise the chaukidars in their duty of watch and ward, and should be 
responsible, jointly with the chaukidars, for the reporting of occurrences within 
their circles to the station police ; but they should not in any way be assimilated 
to the regular police and given a status akin to that of inferior police officers. 
They are more likely to give satisfaction to the people, by whom they are paid, 
and to prove a desirable class of officers, if they remain purely rural police- 
men. bs 

Since the close of the year a notification has issued extending the Village 
Chaukidari Act of 1870 to the districts of Cuttack, Balasore and Puri in the 
Orissa Division, and it now rests with the District Officers to take prompt action 
to give effect to the provisions of the Act. The introduction of the Act will 

eatly improve the chaukidari system, which has hitherto depended on service 
ands, generally inadequate, for the remuneration of the village police, It was 

ved until the resumption of the lands could be carried out, and this has 
now been accomplished in the present resettlement of the Province, 
_- The reorganization of the Sonthal Parganas chaukidari system has 
been for some time under the consideration of the Government, and a draft 
Regulation under 33 Vic., Cap. 3, hag recently been submitted for the orders of 
the Governor-General in Council, The object of the measure is to preserve, 
but regularise, the existing local system, strengthening and improving it where 
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it is weak or defective. As in Orissa, it is necessary to provide for the better 
and more regular,remuneration of the chaukidars. 

7. Rewards granted and fines inflicted on chaukidars.—The various District 
Chaukidari Reward Funds started the year with a balance of Rs. 56,378, 
and the amount credited to them during the year amounted to Rs, 57,643. 
The latter sum is large, the corresponding ague for the previous year bei 
Rs. 35,293. All penalties, including fines on chaukidars, realised under ot VE 
(B.C.) of 1870, are credited to the funds. Mymensingh shows Rs, 13,053 
credited to the district fund during the year. This is a very large amount, 
and the Commissioner will be requested to report the respective proportions 
of penalties and fines on chaukidars of which it is made up. Along with the 
increase in income there was a corresponding rise in the total of rewards paid 
out of the funds to deserving chaukidars, the disbursements on this account 
amounting to Rs. 45,037 against Rs. 32,946 in 1897. In the Jessore district 
a system has been introduced of granting good-conduct allowances of one 
rupee per mensem to chaukidars who have done good work, the charge being 
de ited. to the District Chaukidari Reward Fund. The system has the Lieute- 
nant-Governor’s approval, provided that*too large a liability is not incurred on 
this account. 

8. Station beat system.—This system, which was noticed in the Report and 
Resolution of last year, was continued during the period under review, It 
consists of the deputation of constables from the stations at regular intervals 
to visit the rural areas, divided into beats, and report any matters of interest 
and importance to the police, It is reported to have had some success in about 
twenty districts. Elsewhere it could not be regularly carried out, owing to 

ressure of work, sickness among the constables an difficulty of locomotion 

uring the rains, It was pointed out in last year’s Resolution that it was 
desirable to restrict the system to villages which are known to be the residence 
or resort of bad characters, in order to avoid harassment to the eople, and 
the Lieutenant-Governor trusts to the discretion of the In pr 2 in 
extending it with great circumspection. In localities, where the appointment. of 
daffadars has provided for satisfactory reporting, this additional security might 
possibly be dispensed with. 

Railway Potice.—The total sanctioned strength of the Railway Police 
amounted to 675 at the end of the year mcr 670 at the beginning, one 
Inspector and one head-constable havin, ae ded to the strength of the Assam- 
Bengal Railway police, and one head-constable and two constables sanctioned 
for the Mymensingh-Jamalpur extension of the Eastern Bengal State Railway. 
The question of the control of the railway police on the Bengal-Nagpur Railway 
formed the subject of correspondence with the Government of India. It was at 
first proposed that the control of the force throughout the line should vost in 
the Administration of the Central Provinces. In view, however, of the projected 
transfer of the head-quarters of the ney, po from Nagpur to Calcutta and of 
the fact that in the near future much the larger portion of the line would liein 
Bengal, it has been decided by the Government of India that this Government 
should control the police on the whole line, 

10. Temporary Force.—The outbreak of plague necessitated the employ- 
ment of a large temporary force of police. A staff of 3 Inspectors, ” 4 
sergeants, 52 head-constables, and 187 constables ‘was employed at the Plague 
Observation Camps at Chausa, Mairwa, Chakradharpur, and Khurda, and at 
other places, and a temporary addition of 20 head-constables and 300 constables 
was made to the police reserves of certain districts, as a precaution 
any sudden demand for men arising from the presence of plague in the 
Province. , ' 

11, Special constables and additional and private police.—The number of» 
cases in which special constables were appointed under section 17 of Act V ; 
1861 was 10 against 19 in the pecans year. The total number of ns 
spees was 612, of whom 529 were employed for some days in the Dar- 
bhanga district to assist in keeping. the peace at the Sadar station and at the 
head-quarters station of the Madhubani subdivision on the occasion of the Bakri 
Id and the Muharram festivals, A. similar precautionary measure was thought 
advisable in 1897; but, as local feeling at those festivals subsides, less resort 









should be had to the provisions of the ion. The number of cases in which 
additional police were entertained under section 15 of the Act was 10 against 
13 in the preceding year. The largest force sanctioned was one of 57 officers 
and men oaeete in and around Ghatal in the Midnapore district owing to 
the attitude of the people in connection with precautions to meet the plague. 
Two, Inspectors, 12 Sub-Ins ectors, 87 head-constables and 482 constables 
were supplied to private individuals at their own cost under section 13 of the 
_ Police Act. 

12. Military Potice.—The sanctioned ahh of the Military Police at 
the. end. of 1898 consisted of four companies, each one hundred strong, one new 
company having been added during the year for employment in the neighbour- 
hood of Calcutta in the event of disturbances among the operatives employed 
in the numerous mills on the banks of the Hooghly. The three companies 

reviously existing were maintained at their full strength at Dacca, Dumka and 
Phare: respectively. A new barrack is under construction for the accom- 
modation of the A Company at Dacca. The newly-sanctioned company has’ 
been temporarily accommodated at Bandel near Hoo hly, pending the construc- 
tion of permanent barracks, the selection of the site for which is’ still under the 
consideration of Government. A healthy and fairly centealesite near the river 
is necessary, and it has not yet been obtained. <A detachment of the © 
Company was. deputed from B galpur for duty in Calcutta during the plague 
riots, and was of much assistance to the Commissioner of Police. On the 
occasion of the Bakri Id a portion of the Dumka Company was sent to take 
its place at Bhagalpar, to be in readiness on the line of rail should any district 
require its.help. Fortunately no such need arose. 

(13, District Police Reserve.—As stated above, a temporary increase of 20 
head-constables and 300 constables, to meet contingencies arising out of the 
plague, was specially sanctioned by. Government. ‘The’ ‘extra force has’ been 
distributed at different head-quarter stations whence the men can be easily 
transfered when required. A permanent addition of one Sub-Inspector, two 
head-constables, and 30 constables was made to the District Police Reserve in 
Howrah, as a supplement to the formation of a company of Military Police for 
the neighbourhood of Caleutta, 

14. Casualties,—The percentage of casualties due to deaths, retirements, 
discharges, &c., was practically the same as in the preceding year, being 
8'2 against 83 in 1897, The average daily percentage of sick’ in hospital 
to actual strength was 1:2 against 1°3. in the preceding year, The average 
was highest (1°7) in the Presidency, Rajshahi, and Chota Nagpur Divisions, and 
lowest in. the Railway Police (3) and in the Chittagong Division (‘8). These 
figures do not, however, represent the real proportion of the force rendered 
inefficient by ill-health. There are hospitals only at the head-quarters of the 
districts, and officers and men are frequently ill” for short periods at police- 
stations in the interior while others have to take leave owing to sickness, 

15, Torture and extortion by the Police-—Fewer charges of torture 
were laid‘against the police during 1898, the number being 13 against 23 in the 
preceding year. T'wo of these did not come before the Magistrates, there being 
no evidence. Of the remainder, only four were declared to be true cases of 
torture. The other cases were found to be false, either maliciously or through 
a mistake of fact, or to be offences under. minor sections of the Penal Code, 
Convictions were obtained in «two cases, In one of the cases declared false, 
the complainant was prosecuted and convicted under section 211 of the Indian 
Penal Code. Charges of extortion were also fewer, there being 85, as compared 
with 149 in the see year. Of these, 88 came before the Magistrates, and 
were disposed of during the year, with the result that 12 were dismissed under 
section 208 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 45 were declared to be false or 
due to.a mistake of fact, and 9 ended in acquittal or discharge, 13 in conviction 

"for, extortion, and 3 in conviction on other charges. One case was withdrawn, 
In Mymensingh, where the very large number of charges against the police has 
been noticed in previous years as indicating systematic persecntion, there 
were only 15 complaints of extortion in the past year, all of which were 
declared false by the istrates, against 27 in 1597, 

16, Punishments—The number of officers and men punished shows a 

considerable increase as compared with the previous year, the number judicially 
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convicted and sentenced being 418 against 834 in 1897 and that punished 
ie 


departmentally 3,856 against. 3,278. number punished departmental] 

with fine ihows an henna from 1,471 to 1,764, and the Gaseet amount 2p 
fine inflicted was higher than in the Mien, B rye The Licutenant-Governor 
is sorry to find that the orders which have been s0 ome given in this 
matter are by some District Superintendents so persisten y disregarded. 
It is inypossible to maintain a contented police force, if men and officers alike 
are subjected to fine and departmenta punishment for every little offence. 
If a man is not brought up by a repeated warning, it is better to get rid of him 
altogether. It is evidently useless to give mere general instructions, and the 
Lieutenant-Governor requests the Inspector-General to submit the explanations 
of the District Superintendents of the districts of J essore, Saran, Bhagal ur 
and Cuttack. In the first of these districts the punishments aggregated no less 
than 77 per cent. of the numbers of the officers and men of the District Police. 


17, Conduct of the Police.-—There was an increase of men wearing good- 
conduct stripes from 9,575 to 10,792. The increase in the number of schools 
for the education of the rank and file of the police, which has been more than 
doubled during the year, is satisfactory. These schools now exist at the head- 
quarters of 38 dislbaate’ As regards the conduct of the police generally, the 
reports of the local officers are, with some exceptions, favourable. 4Improve- 
ment is observed, and it will increase with the gradual removal of the bad 
officers and the close supervision which is exercised by the Magistrates and 
Commissioners and the superior officers of the Department. The reduction in 
the number of charges of extortion and torture is a feature of the past year 
which may be cited: to the credit of the police. The discipline of the force, 
when deputed to maintain order on occasions of religious excitement, has 
always been good, 


18. Inspections.—Mr. Henry was on tour for 77, and Mr. Pratt for 
58 days. All the districts were inspected either by the Inspector-General or 
by one of the Deputy Inspectors-General, with the exception of the districts 
ob Palamau and the 24-Parganas. In the case of the latter district this omission 
should not have occurred, and it is understood thatan inspection has been carried 
out in the present pom: Midnapore, Patna, Pabna and Backergunge show the 
largest number of heinous cases locally investigated by the District Superin- 
tendent of Police.. In Balasore no cases were so investigated, while in each 
of the districts of Darjeeling, Palamau, Puri and Singhbhum there was only one, 

19. Suicides and accidental deaths.—The number of suicides was approxi- 
mately the same as in the preceding year, being 3,362 against 3,366 in 1897. 
The Targést number of such deaths was in Cuttack (296), after which come 
Nadia with 252, Jossore with 216, Saran with 183, Dacea with 177, and the 
24-Parganas with 164 cases. The number of accidental deaths was 33,670 
against 46,412 in 1897. The bulk of the decrease is under the head “Drown- 


’ ing,” which shows 11,093 less deaths than in the preceding year, the explanation 
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being that the cyclone and storm-wave in the Chittagong district caused an 
abnormal number of deaths under this head in 1897, 

20. Crime.—The following table shows the incidence of cognizable crime 
according to Divisions, excluding nuisance cases and cases not investigated :— 
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Phe fall in the number of cognizable cases investigated throughout 
the Province from 106,561 in 1897 to ¥9,628 in the year under review 

must have given relief to the police generally. In 1897 the proportion of | 
cognizable cases investigated to police officers of all ranks was so high as: 6°8 

pe 58 in the Bhagalpur and Patna Divisions. In 1898 the highest numbers 

of cases per bead of the police force were 5*5 in the Dacca ‘Division and 5-4 

in the Bhagalpur Division. These two Divisions have the smallest proportion 
.of policemen to population, there being in the Dacca Division only one police- 

man to 4,014, and im sac, pA one policeman to 3,924 inhabitants. In Dacca 

it is ag that the small proportion is mainly due to the relative smallness of 

the staff in the Mymensingh district. For the last three years the Government f 
has sanctioned the temporary entertainment of five additional Sub-Inspectors 
in that district for the investigation of crime, and five additional officers 
have recently been deputed for special work in connection with cases of 
outrages on, and ies hed of, women, which have been prevalent in the 
district for many years. If a permanent addition to the force is necessary, 
the Inspector-General of Police should address the Government on the matter. 
A comparison of the co nizable crime of the whole Provinee, excluding public 
and local nuisances, with that pe ree in the other Provinces of India shows 
that Bengal holds the lowest place for such crime in proportion to population. 
The task of the police in suppressing crime has, however, been increased in 
recent years by the opening of railways, which has led toa great influx of 
labourers from Northern India and facilitated the movements of criminals. 

91. Police tests,—The following statement shows the results of police 

work during the last three years as judged by the usual tests :— 


Percentage of Percentage of Percentage of 
cases investigated cases ending in persons con- 
to cases re conviction to _victed to persons 

cases decided, sent up for trial, 
1896 ees 72 V7 58 
Classes I to V taken together 18075 >> 07 =" 720 _ 76 61 
1898 see 73 68 56 
, 1896 ae 78 87 74 
Do Ito VI ditto 1897 + wee 76 86 75 
1898 on 73 83 72 


Class VI includes a large number of petty cases of nuisances. 

The percentage of cases investigated by the police shows an increase in 
the past year, but the investigations, judged by the results in the Courts, were 
jess successful. It is of course true that in famine years there are many cases 
of simple theft in which the proof is easy, but with every allowance for this 
factor the outcome of the year is disappointing. ‘The best results were obtained 
in the districts of Chittagong, Singhbhum, Cuttack, Howrah and Darjeeling. 
Kuch of these districts stood bigh in the list last year also. The most 
unfavourable results appear against Palamau, Purnea, Dinajpur,, Monghyr and 
Pabna. ‘The Lieutenant-Governor agrees withthe Inspector-General’s view 
as to the need of a good detective department. Officers of the Inspector- 
General’s Reserve are now deputed from time to time for detective work, but 
they are ordinarily employed on office duties, and it has not been possible to 
meet the calls which have arisen for special officers to deal with serious 
outbreaks of crime without waking men from the district police. It is desirable 
that the Inspector-General should have a Reserve adequate for these require- 
ments, and he has already been instructed to prepare @ scheme for the 
strengthening of his Reserve. The men should be specially selected for their 
experience, trustworthiness and detective ability. 


22, Reported crime of the Province.—The following statement shows the 
totals of reported crime, cognizable and non-cognizable, during each of the last 
ten years. Thetotal of cogaizable crime in 1897 was abnormal owing to the 
famine, and it was followed by an anticipated decrease in the past year. The 
figure for 1898 still, however, shows a large increase over that for 1896, 
and is higher than any total of the decade, that for 1897 excepted. The 
3 e for non-cognizable crime approximates closely to that for 1896. The 
total for 1897 was lower than pro ably it would otherwise have been owing to 
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the generally straitened circumstances of the people in a year of famine, which — 
ak vont the criminal courts in petty cases, 2-47 aes 


Cognizable Non- Tobe reporter 
Year, crime, i the Provin 
1880, .. er ve —-«'119,656. 117,407 287,068 
1890... "417443 «116,554 283,997 
1891... “* Jos’a79 «119,072 «247,544 
1892... Sggaaas C2 624 267; 
1808) “2 qs7isog—-Y21}490' «259,888 
1894. “.-L40j902 118,070 258,972 
1895. “ qgei777 125,685 262,462 
1996... "447488 «129439 ~—-276,872. 
1807... “s:. "" 4g5,06], 125,770. 310,831; 
1898 ... "1715993 129,435. 30),928. 


23. Incidence of reported crime by Divisions,—The incidence of cognizable 
and non-cognizable and total crime in each Division of the Province for the last. 
three years is shown in the following statement :— 
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The Bihar Divisions, where famine was most severely felt, show, as was 
to be dspace the largest decrease of cognizable crime, the, cases reported 
atn 


in’ the a and Bhagalpur Divisions having heen respectively 9,081 and 
~ 4,149 fewer than in 1897. Chota Nagpur comes next, with a_ decrease of 2,625 
cases. eat ry Ey “ie 

"94, False cases.—The following statement shows the, number and per- 
centage of casés déclared maliciously false in each of the last five years, with 
the results of prosecutions instituted against complainants 40 such cases, and the. 
number of cases in which order we Peers for pera) of compensation to the 
acctised under section 250 of the C I Procedure :— 


do of Criminal 
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Number of cases declared to be falee | 6,634 | 6,186 
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6,141 5,864 
Percentage! oficabes declared to be false ve 47 ' a8 34 
bigs cf _— in which prosecution wai 695. 584. 600 626 
instituted. 
Papoantege of propeoasions resulting in convie- 295 | 388 37°8 38-4 
10n. ‘ 7 
Number of cases in which order was passed 697 626 611 489 


» for Fics 7 sation to the accused 
under section 260, Criminal Procedure Code 
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_ increase in convictions for false charges in the past year is also an indication 
_ that greater attention has been paid to the necessity of prosecuting in all cases 
in which evidence is available, and this should be maintained, 

The districts of Midnapore, Dacca, Mymensingh, Patna, Saran, Darbhanga, 
Monghyr and Ranchi return the largest number of cases declared false, 
while the largest number of convictions for false cases was obtained.in Midna- 

re, Khulna, Patna, Gaya, Purnea, Puri, Manbhum and Singhbhum. The 
istricts in which most use was made of section 250 of the Code of Criminal 
Procedure were Burdwan, Midnapore, Dacca, Shahabad, Muzaffarpur and Puri. 
The section can be epplied only in cases which have been judicially heard, 
but in such cases it affords a ready means of imposing some penalty for fri- 
volous or vexatious charges, # 
The total number of cases returned as false owing to mistake of law or fact 
was 10,598 in the past year against 12,571 in 1898. ; 

25. Abstention from enquiry by the Police under section 157, Criminal Proce- 
dure Code.—The following statement shows the extent to which, in each of the 
last four years use has been made by the police, in respect of cases of theft and 
house-breaking, of the power of sehen enquiry conferred by section 157 of 
the Code of Criminal Procedure— 
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The percentage of refusals for the Province, as a whole, was smaller in the 
ae year than in the preceding three years. It “appears, however, to have 
eee large in burglary cases’ in the Burdwan, Chittagong and 


oo by the Government on this subject in the Resolution on the Report 
or 1897, to which attention should ‘be paid, may be briefly re-stated. 
In petty cases, particularly of theft, which are unli ely to be successfully 
investigated and appear not to be the werk of professional criminals, enqui 

may, with sean be dispensed with, needless harassment to the people 
e 


r : e 
—< thus avoided. en, however, there is reason to believe that the o sib 


26. Results of trials.—The following table shows the number of persons 
convicted and acquitted in police cases and the percentages of convictions to 
acquittals in each of the last five years :— 














As usual, Howrah heads the list of districts in the percentage of persons 
convicted to persons tried, the percentage there being 92, The proportion 
of cases under class VI (Nuisances) is larger in that district than elsewhere, 
The most unfavourable percentage (53:4) is returned by the Ranchi district. 
It would be convenient if in future years the statement showing the results 
of trials district by district omitted cases under class VI, The best results in 
convictions before the Courts of Session are returned by Darjeeling (100 
e cent.), Darbhanga (94°4) and Muzaffarpur (90:9): the most unfavourable 

y Murshidabad (57-1) and Rangpur (53°8). The Lieutenant-Governor agrees 
with the remarks made by ‘the Inspector-General of Police on the subject 
of the supervision of trials in the Courts by the District Superintendent of 
Police, ,ltis of great importance for the proper preparation of prosecutions 
that Superintendents and Assistant Superintendents should make themselves 
thoroughly familiar with criminal procedure by attending the Courts, when 
practicable, in important cases; and their presence during the hearing of such 
cases is likely also to have the best effect on the work of the subordinate investi- 
gating and prosecuting staff. 

27. Analysis of crime by classes.—The following table shows the number 
of true cases reported under each class of crime during the last seven years :— 


S 


True cases, 

1892. 1893. 1894. 1895. 1896, 1897. 1898. 

Class I tow oe BOT. 2,843 2,892 2,772 2,907 8,918 8,144 
” te one =—-4, 666 4,568 4,794 5,146 6,417 6,950 6,145 

ooo, Dak «. 83,826 81,453 34,094 83,670 38,764 61,949 36,864 

” Iv oo 8,268 2,092 +2,412 2,627 2,271 8,116 1,970 

” Vv ws. «44,870 48,098 46,893 41,428 45,951 68,452 41,659 

” vI «. 61,986 47,743 44,684 44,743 45,231 45,685 46,760 


_ 28. Class I (Offences against the State and public tranquillity).—The most 
important heads of crime in this class are offences relating to the coinage and 
rioting and unlawful assembly. The former offences show a marked decrease, 
the total of true cases being 176 against 255 in the preceding year. Out 
of these, 66 formed the subject of special report to the office of the Inspector- 
General of Police, as being cases of importance, being ultimately returned as 
true. Seven were cases of counterfeiting Queen’s coins, 20 of possessing false 
coins and moulds and instruments for coining, 36 of uttering counterfeit coins, 
and 3 of passing quicksilvered pice. Thirty-seven cases ended in conviction, 
and the 48 persons concerned in these were adequately punished. The police 
appear to be alive to the importance of checking the serious crime of counter- 
feit coining, and special measures have been taken. The figures given by the 
Inspector-General of Police under the head “ Rioting” show a marked decrease 
spread over all the Divisions of the Province. Unfortunately, however, the 
method of calculation adopted has been different from that followed in arriving 
at the figure for the previous year, and the apparent decrease cannot be accept- 
ed as correct. The detailed statistics for 1897 were compiled from figures 
supplied in a form in use previous to the introduction of the eta recently pre- 
scribed by the Government of India, and the figures for that year, district by 
district, in the prescribed form are not now available to allow of comparison. 
Out of 2,449 true cases shown for 1898, 1,685 ended in conviction. The total 
number of persons bound down to keep the peace throughout the Province was 
_ 6,814 against 8,057 in the preceding year, The decrease is specially marked 
in the Dacca and Chittagong Divisions, while the Presidency Division shows 
a large increase in the number of cases. Attention was drawn in the Resolution 
on the Report for 1897 to the large number of cases of rioting, and the 
Commissioners were requested to take up the mattor in respect to each district 
where an unusual number of such cases had occurred, and to advise the Magis- 
trates.as to the preventive and police measures which should be adopted. 
Reports were received from the Commissioners, to which it is unnecessary to 
_refer here in detail, ‘The matter should continue to receive attention, ‘The 
inclusion under this head of all cases of unlawful assembly doubtless tends to 
increase the unsatisfactory aspect of the figures, but the number of serious riots, 
often attended with death, in some districts is such as to call for special vigilance 
and firm action, within the law, on the part of the authorities. 


a 





29.  Olass II (Serious offences against the person).—The total of offences 
under this head shows a decrease from 5,950 in the preceding year to 5,145 in the 
ear under review. All heads of crime, except three, share the fall in numbers, 
* oe of all kinds decreased by 34 cases, the total being 388 against 422 in 
1897. Sentence of death was passed in 38 cases as against 19 in the preceding 
year. Murders in Backergunge have for some years past necessitated special 
measures. In 1895 the total of murders in this district reached the large figure 
of 76, of which no fewer than 21 were by gunshot. No case of murder by 
gunshot wes reported in the past year, but the number of other murders has 
again shown a tendency to rise. The total of murders of all kinds in this 
district in 1897 was 30, while that for the past year is 42. Of these, 7 were by 
poison, There were 37 true cases of drugging in the Province during the 
past year against 41 in the previous year. In the majority it appears that 
the object of the drugging was robbery, and the facts, therefore, constituted 
offences under section 394, Indian Penal Code. Attention was drawn in last 
year’s Resolution to the necessity of pressing ‘1e Courts to frame charges under 
that section, but it appears that they still refrain in some cases from 
proceeding under the section. Cases of rape show a decrease from 129 in the 
preceding year to 99 in the year under review. The prevalence of outrages on 
women in the Mymensingh district lately formed the subject of a special report 
from the Magistrate of Mymensingh and the Commissioner of the Dacca 
Division, and it was clear that, although the number of recent cases had been 
much exaggerated in published statements, special measures for dealing with 
the crime were necessary. Five special Inspectors have accordingly been 
deputed to the district for the purpose of investigating such cases, and they 
will also be utilised for making —- as to the propriety of proceeding 
against desperate and dangerous characters under section 110, Criminal Pro- 
cedure Code. 
30. Class IIT (Serious offences against Pee ce in this class shows 
a most satisfactory decrease, common to all the heads. The most important 
head is dacoity, and this serious crime decreased from 549 to 845 cases, 
Dacca alone, of all the Divisions, showing an increase of five cases. The great 
prevalence of this crime in the Chota Nagpur, Rajshahi and Bhagalpur 
Divisions in 1897 was specially noticed in the last Resolution. Each Division 
shows a marked reduction of cases in 1898. In Purnea, however, in the 
Bhagalpur Division, there was an increase of 13 cases over the number (17) in 
the previous years. This outbreak of dacoity was brought to the notice of 
Government, and special measures were taken. From a recent report from 
the Commissioner it appears that these measures have had the desired effect, 
a considerable decrease in cases having occurred since the commencement of 
the present year. Credit is dueto the Magistrate for his energetic action 
in this matter. The other principal feature under this class of crime is the 
very large decrease in cases of lurking house-trespass, house-breaking, &c. 
The number of such cases in 1897 was 48,782, and this large figure was 
accounted for by the famine. The total for the present year is 43,473, a 
figure which is not only largely.below that for 1897, but is also smaller than 
that for 1896, compared with which it shows a reduction of 2,805 true cases. 
31. Class IV , Minor offences against the person).—This class also shows a 
considerable decrease, the total for 1898 being 1,970 against 3,116 in the 
eng year. There is also a reduction of 301 cases in comparison with 


82. Class V (Minor offences against property).—Thore was a similar decrease 
in this class, not only compared with the preceding year, but also with the 
year 1896. The total number of cases, inc nding serials 36 and 37, was 75,258 
inst 117,464 in 1897 and 82,433 in 1896. The great bulk of the cases falls 
under the heads of theft and criminal or house-trespass, and both show: a large 
reduction. The improved circumstances of the people produced the usual effect 
»in diminishing petty thefts. 
Class V1 (Ali other cascs).—The total number of cases under this head 
4, being an increase of 1,225 cases as compared with the previous year. 
local nuisances show an increase of 1,476 cases, and offences against 
‘Salt, Customs and Arms laws also rose. The number of bad 
















® / 

livelihood and vagrancy cases decreased from 4,904 to 4,831. The number 
of persons dealt with in these cases, however, was larger. The total of 
acquittals was 1,176 against 1,003, while convictions numbered 3,863 against 
3,615 in 1897. This decrease in the number of cases with an increase in 
the number of persons dealt with is, no doubt, attributable to the alteration in 
the Code of Criminal Procedure which permits the institution of roceedin 
against more than one person in a single case. Tho large number of uittals, 
however, argues less care in the institution of cases. It appears also that the 
instructions regarding the trial of cases in the villages where the accused reside 
have not been gener MA complied with. Out of 4,373 cases only 1,955 were 
tried in the villages. The Lieutenant-Governor desires that the action of the 
Magistrates in this matter should be more closely watched by the Commissioners. 
The number of persons registered for surveillance at the close of the year was 
51,678, being an increase of 2,179 on the figure for the previous year. Out 
of this total 5,223 had absconded and 8,650 were in jail. 

34. Railway Police.—The total number of cognizable and non-cognizable 
cases reported to the Railway Police during the year was 3,576, against 4,630 in 
the preceding year. Of these, 2,199 were true cognizable cases, and 1,284 ended 
in conviction. There were 813 railway accidents, resulting in the death of 289 
persons, against corresponding figures for the preceding year of 708 accidents 
and 326 deaths. Cases of obstruction increased from 21 in 1897 to 38 in the 

ast year. The number of these cases on the Assam-Bengal Railway and the 

atna-Gaya Branch of the East Indian Railway is marked. On the former 
line a small force of additional police has been quartered at the expense of the 
neighbouring villagers near the scene of one of the accidents. The Inspector- 
General remarks that it has been found from past experience that obstructions 
are, as a rule, placed on the lines by discontented coolies or villagers who lave 
quarrelled with the gate-keepers, and wish to get the latter into trouble, while in 
many cases bricks and stones are also placed on the rails by children with no 
“criminal motive. : 

35. Non-cognizable Orime.—The total of non-cognizable crime for 1898 as 
compared with that for 1897 is shown in the following statement :— 





Cases. 
—A-— 
; 1897. 1898, Increase, Decrease. 
Class I Pia be 9,524 397 
a AEE bad 23 16 ane 7 
oo), |, Ma bie 721 664 tes 57 
eee / os — 60,289 59,692 a 597 
fe Vv ove, -S1,931 11,339 ie 592 
eae A I ws» 14,229 15,404 1,175 me 
Special Laws see 29,450 33,296 8,846 “ak 
pene ue eed bala ei vt 
Total ... 125,770 129,985 , 5,418 1,253 
s sacscpnadiel Handle Ls Nmeaissitemyilen mete? 
Net increase nay eos ie 4,165 


The net increase of 4,165 cases consists almost entirely of petty cases of 
nuisances under class VI and of offences under the head ‘ Special Laws.” In 
the statement in paragraph 139 of the report the percentage of persons who 
appeared to ns summoned is shown to have been less than 60 in the districts 
of Tippera, Murshidabad, 24-Parganas and Jessore. The causes of the vi 
low percentage should be investigatd by the Commissioners. Some districts sti 
show the number of ns attending as greater than that of processes issued. 
An explanation should be obtained and submitted to Government. In Monghyr 
the number of acquittals in non-cognizable cases exceeded that of convictions. 
This was the case also last year. The attention of the Commissioner is invited 
to the matter ; and it is desirable that other Commissioners should also enquire 
into the cause of any unduly large proportion of acquittals to convictions in 
districts of their Divisions. Such a result is ordinarily due to indiscriminate 
issue of process without sufficient examination of the complainants in the first 
instance. Much harassment is thus often needlessly and unjustifiably caused to 
persons who are summoned, and the subordinate Magistrates cannot a too often 






romined of th duty to sift the complaints as fully as practicable on their 


on, rd 5 
_ _, 36. Remands.—Tho following table compares the Percentages of remands 
in the trial of cases sent up by tha pai during each of the last three years:— 








The figures for the past og are not satisfactory. Allowance must, it is 
true, be made in comparing the figures with those of the previous year for the 
large diminution in the number of which occur in a year of famine 
and which can be promptly dis ved otiflbacontly without remand. Tho results 
compare, however, unfavourably, not only with those for 1897, but also with 
those for 1896. The reentage of cases disposed of at first or second hearing 
is less than in either of the two preceding years, while the percentages of cases 
remanded three, four, five, six or moro than six times are in each case higher 
than those of either 1896 or 1897. In five districts the number of cases dis- 
posed of at first or second hearing was less than 40 per cent. of the total of 

police cases coming before Magistrates for trial. In Mymensingh, the percentage 
of such cases was so low as 29:9 = cent., in Shahabad it was 31-6, in Ranchi 
82°4 in Birbhum 32-9, and in aridpur 39:5. An explanation of these low 
percentages should be submitted to Government by the Commissioners con- 
cerned. 


have 


on the part of the police to this matter. e importance of discovering the 

rofessional criminals, in order that they may be adequately punished and 

ept under surveillance when free, need not be welt upon. Taking the different 
Divisions of the Province, the highest percentage of reconvictions is shown by 
Patna, which returns no less than 18 per cent. of such cases, the next Division 
being the Bhagalpur Division, with 19:4 per cent. The fluctuations in the 
districts of the Orissa Division are marked. Puri this year returns 24-8 
against 17 pet cent. last year, while Balasore, which last year returned 14-7 
per cent., shows this year only 5:6 per cent. 

38. Systems of identification.— Reference was made to the central bureau in 
the office of the Inspector-General of Police in regard to 1,007 ‘persons arrested 
in the districts whom the local officers had been unable to identify. Of these, 
31 per cent. were identified, the ae oo ed pereentage for the preceding 
year having been the same. The central o i 
criminals, and in the case of 82,000 the data for identification now consist of 
finger‘prints, those for the remainder bein anthropometrical measurements, 
Repoeds uf the latter kind are being grad y replaced by finger-print impres- 
sions. This system has been adopted now by other Provinces, which were 
eee by Mr. Henry for the instruction of the officers to be employed in 
working it. 


gent, better educated and socially superior staff of subordinate olficers, through 
© system of competition and of training at the Bhagalpur school, and the 
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improvement of tho ings polioe | eysbemn’ thay Be 
matters which received mu Gt his ationtion. Itie & hen also that is 


mts of the ingendounchysiem of Sdensifiiehion’of stitisals iy. ean +o 
finger prints from which much 1s hoped. Yee ig 1 rig potas ot Gey: 
ernment the work done by Messrs, Pratt and Masters as Deputy 
General, and by Messrs, Pughe and Barnard as od his oben eral 
tram gb clrep iste Ps lp hue dino kided kia SEE to Mr. 
Sent wrbbae lone tet Baporint rege a names 2 “ze ag ate 

tendents, Assistant tenden' Inspectors who have 
siialiy sommemuaatits in parageaph 44 of ‘the report will be noted in the 

ppointment Department. 

Orper.—Ordered that copies of this Resolution be forwarded to the 
Inspector-General of Police, the Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, and to all 
Commissioners of Divisions, for information. 

Ordered also that the Resolution be published in the Calcutta Gazette, 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
/ *. OW. BOLTON, 
Chief Secretary to the Govt. of Bengal, 















WORKING OF THE BENGAL JUTE WAREHOUSE AND FIRE BRIGADE» 
AOT IN THE COSSIPORE-CHITPUR AND MANIKTALA MUNICIPALITIES. 


No. 4776M.—The 21st September 1899.—The following report is published 
for general information in accordance with the provisions of section 41 of the 
Licensed Warehouse and Fire-Brigade Act of 1893. 

E. N. BAKER, 
OF. Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal. 


No. 95M., dated Calcutta, the 16th August 1899. 
From—The Hon’stz CO, E. Buckuanp, ©.1.8., Commissioner of the Presidency 


Divisio 
To—The Seoretary to the Government of Bengal, Municipal Department. 

Wirs reference to the orders of Government No, 3513M., dated the 5th 
July 1899, I have the honour to submit herewith the reports on the working 
of the Bengal Jute Warehouse and Fire-Brigade Act of 1893, for the year 
ending the 31st March 1899, in the Cossipore-Chitpur and Maniktala Muni- 
cipalities, received from the Chairmen of those Municipalities. 


No, 267, dated Maniktala, the 27th July 1899, 
From—Basv Parva Natu Moxuerser, Chairman, Maniktala Municipality, 
To—The Magistrate of the 24-Parganas. 
Wrin reference to your Circular momorandum No. 44M., dated 18th July 1899, 
forwarding copy of Bengal Government letter No, 3513M., of the 5th idem, calling for a 
rton the working of the Bengal Jute Warehouse and Fire-Brigade Act for the year 
&: I have the honour to submit as follows :— 
~~ (1) The Vire-Brigade Budget for the under report was prepared by the Commissione™ 
Police under section 26 (1) of Act I (B.C) of 1893, and was accepted by tho Commis: 
sioners of this Municipality ata special meeting held on the 6th May 1898, so far as it 
relat®d to this Municipality. 

(2) The proportionate share of contribution at 1 per cont. of the estimated amount of 
Rs. 60,710 towards the maintenance of the Fire-Brigade establishment, viz., Rs. 607, was 
paid in two instalments. The total amount realized gs fees from the warehouses under the 
Act was Rs. 1,266-6-6, against Rs. 1,316-10-9 of the preceding year. The decrease was 
owing to one durmah-mat shop, five firewood depéts and two packing-case depdts having ceased 
to exist at the beginning of the year under report. ~ 

(8) During the year under review, 8 licenses were issued for jute warehouses and 74 
for other descriptions of trade in inflammable materials, such as firewood, hay, straw, saw- 
mill, packing cases, durmah mats, golpata depéts, &o., against 8 and 82 of the preceding year. 

4) License fees on jute warehouses were levied at 6 per cent. per annum on the annual 
value of apr = as assessed for payment of municipal taxes and at 10 per cent. on other 
descriptions of trade as mentioned above 

(5) All the owners of warehouses paid their license fees in due time, and therefore no 
prosecution was required to be instituted during the year. 

(6) The jute godowns and firewood depéts are mostly situated near the Circular Oanal 
which forms the western boun of this Municipality. There is only one mill for 
manufacture of gunny-bags within this Municipality, named the Surah Jute Mill Company, 
Limited, on the north side of the Narcaldanga main road and there are also three roperies. 

(7) No conflagration took place within the Municipality, and therefore the assistance of 
the fire-brigade was not eaten: 


No. 480, dated Talla, the 26th July 1899. 
From—Basv Karra Natu Durr, Chairman, Oossipur-Chitpur Municipality, 
To—The Magistrate of the 24-Parganas, Alipore. 
Wirz reference to your circular memorandum No. 44M., dated the 18th July 1899, 
I have the honor to submit the follo report under section 41 of Act I (B.C.) of 1898 of 
jute warehouses, &., in the Cossipur-Chitpur Municipality for the year onding 81st 
arch 1899 for submission to the Local Government. 
2. During the year under report licenses were granted to 99 jute presses and ware- 
houses, including roperies, firewood and straw depéts as detailed below, and the amount of 


license fees realised was Rs. 12,826-5:— 


Rs. a. P. 

12 Jute press-houses eee ies «» 8,850 0 0 
65 Jute warehouses eee ee w- 98,842 12 9 
7 Roperies wee eee ove 9 6 0 
2 Firewood and straw depéts ... ca oe 615 9 
7 Wood depots oe Sas eve 10 9 0 
6 Golpata depits ose ned ben 6 9 6 
M tion fees ” eee ae 15 0 0 











8, The 
fees during the year np Sr review :— 
Receier, | Amount. = Disbursement. | Amount. 
1 | 2 | 3 4 
Ra a. p, Re. a, Pp, 
Opening balance on the | 7,997 0 5|Paid to the Commissioner | 11,231 0 0 
8lst March 1898, of P haga for the gem 
nance 0 or 
the year 1 198 oe 
License fees realised for the 12,826 5 0 | Balance at the hands of the} 9,092 5 6 
year 1898-99 under Act I i Commissioners on the 8ist | 
of 1873. . March 1899, 
Total eo | 20,828 5 5 Total eo | 20,828 5 5 










4. During the year under reviow fire broke out in the fellowing Fates, and properties 


were destroyed to the approximate value of Rs. 9,105 as detailed 


Name of owner Particulars of pro- ue of pro- 





Locality. re ad La rear ties destroyed. | perties des- Remanyg. 
troyed. 
1 2 | 3 | 4 | 5. 








Srcrion A. 
Suburbs. 
— Sinti Road ... | Pooti Bewah .., | Two gibi: huts., 


pee ates Radha Nath | Portion of a gol- Not stated. 
Babu’s B Maity. pata hut. ; 







Sxcrion B. 

Suburts, : ; 

Sowdagurputty, Chit- | Sanyasi Baity ... 
pur. 





ses * ton Ea ih Kk ann i 
Rae ae weitere tal ree 






1898. 
Cossirorx-Currrur Mwrcraurry, 
Statement showing the names of Jute 
' during the year 1898-99, 
aig Place of business, Name of license-holder, 
1 | 2 8 4 
Jute Press Houses. 
1 - ~ 
2 Nawabputty Street —... 5 aver), Mab 
3 } { ue 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
pte 
ery 


3 
4 
16 
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P. K, Mukerjoo's Lane ... 


Cross Road. ws 
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Benovy Kristo Sha 
Ditto 


we -” 





Jute Warehouses, 


Manager, Bastorn Bengal Stato Raiiway .., 
Durga ch. and Kunjo Behari Shaw wd os 


Gobindo Chundra 


Durga Charan and 
Sen 


Gyan Chund: 
Ditto 
Nobo K. 


Pal 


Kunjo Behari Shaw 


and Kamini Koomar iéoy “ 


Ram Kristo Pattuck and Parbuti Charan 


Roy. 


Hurry Narain Chunder* 


Mothoora Nath 1 





Nobo Kissore end Kamini Kuiar Roy 
hose .., a 


Bhubon Mohon G 


Bharuth Chunder and Dwarka Nath Shaw 
Peematiy Burne Moye Da: o« 
Ww od 


Behari La’ 
Ditro 


Gyan Chunder Se 


Dino Nath Mondl 








Chander Nath Mookerjee 7” 
00 Churon and Dwarka Roy 


Debendra Nath Mookerjoo in 
Anundo Kissore Mozoomdar 


Kedar Nath Pal Chin»: 
Jeebon Kristo Ghose... 


Hurrish Oimoder 


Mullick 


Lolit Mohun Rockhit  ,.. 
Bharruth 


Chunder and 


Shaw, 
Jeebon Kristo Ghose (Jr.) 
poh mee Shoes oa 
is! juson Banerjee 
Deno 


Nath Dey... 
Dwarka Nath and 
a a | Bonomal 












































Valuation, feeasese 
license-fee 
realised, 
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Pressea, Warehouses, &0,, to which licenses were granted 
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Grand 
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8,850 0 0 


3,302 12 9 








_ Fire yoood and Straw Depéts. 
Dino Moni Bewah on. ae 30 180 
























ts wie Gauindor Kuuser Rosie Lass Kunjo Behari Poramanick M.S] 4 epee 
Golpatta Deptts. ° 
et, oe gs) eg 1 ens eat 
| iii Vad e -{ Machu Gh, Dolo “4s 133 
91 79-1 J Gooroo Churan Nundy..,  <. aad 47 1380 
— 696 






Wood Depéts, 





on 130 
93 133 
4 1338 
95 156 
96 156 
7 om 3 
98 O14 3 
” 280 ‘ 









Cosstrorge-Currrur Municrrat Orrice, 
The 26th July 1899, 





WEATHER AND OROP REPORT, 





For the week ending the 25th September 1899. 


Burdwan.—Rainfall at Sadar 2°67, Kalna 3°34, Katwa 3°64, “i 1:93. Heavy 


rain has fallen. Harvesting 
aman. Sugarcane doing well. 


stationary. Common rice selling 
Sadar see 
Kalna wee 
Katwa — tee 
Raniganj Tr 


= mocap pee igure = — 1 
Prospects o dy good. Price of, 
ae: Fodor sufficient, 


of aus going on. The recent rain has 
Fodder and water sufficient. 
as follows :—- 


Bankura.—Rainfall at Bankura 5-04, Vishnupur 2°15. 


ning. ‘The rainfall of the week was general and sufficient for 


beneficial to the standing crops, 


one much good to 
Cattle-disease in Katwa 


8rs. 
16 
143 
15 


| per rupee, 
144 


‘38, Rampur Hat 1:50. Weather hot and cloudy. 
common rice at Sadar and Rampur Hat 15 seers per 


Weather cloudy at the begin- 


the present. It has been very 


‘odder and water sufficient. No cattle-disease reported. 


Rice is selling at 164 seers a rupee at Bankura and 15 seers at Vishnupur. 


Midnapore.—Rainfall at Sadar 4-53, Contai 5:00 
rainy and was cyclonic at Contai on 2 
Transplantation of winter paddy finished. 

oppers reported from some places in the Sadar 


Sadar ods 
Contai cue 
Tamluk oes 
Ghatal bee 
Hooghly.—Rainfall at Sadar 


Pro 


and cutting of jute still continue. State of aman good, 


rupee, 


Howrah.—Rainfall at Sadar 4:17, Ulubaria 4:90. 


rainfall during the latter part of the week has done 
Transplantation of aman still continues, 
sufficient. Common rice sells at 13 seers 


24-Parganas.—Rainfall at Sadar 5:30 
with high winds towards the 
good to the seending crops. Prospects of aman fair. Tr 

ed. Steeping of jute and its fi 
Fodder and water sufficient. 


11°45. Heavy rain 


of aus nearly finis 


Sadar ene 
Barasat iss 
Basirhat ace 
Diamond Harbour 


Nadia.—Rainfall at Sadar 2:64 
Ranaghat 2°38. Weather soasonable. 
good. Lands being oultivated for rabi 


sells as follows :— 


Sadar p00 soe 
a ae 

eherpur ... dee 
Chuadan eee 
Bomaghat 


Murshidabad.—Rainfall at Sadar 3°04, J; 


Harves' 
14 chi 


Oommon rice 


, Kushtia -69, 
estin, 
crops. Fodd 


Harvesting of bhadoi and cutting of jute 


. 


, Barasat 
ol 


still 


, Tamluk 7:41, Ghatal 5-46, Weather 
© rain has done immense good to the crops. 
spects very good. Cattle-disease and grass- 
subdivision, Common rice sells as follows — 


Srs. on. 


16 0 
17/10 
14 34 ( Per rupee. 


16 0 


5°28, Serampore 6:44, Jahanabad 8°11. Reaping of aus 
ommon rice sells at 14} seors per 


Weather hot and cloudy. The 
much good to the standing crops. 
ting of aus nearly over. Fodder and water 
taks per rupee. 


6°86, Basirhat 3-66, Diamond Harbour 


08e of the week. The rainfall has done 
‘ansplantation of aman and harvesti 
bre extracting going on. No cattle. 


sells as follows :— 


B8rs. 


18 
15 
16 ¢ Per rupee. 
13 


Meherpur 1:08, Chuadanga 1:12, 


of aus completed. Prospects of aman 


see 4 


er and water sufficient. Common rice 


| Srs. 


14 


ngipur ‘88, Kandi 4-50. Weather seasonablo. 
continue, State of standing crops good. 












Recent rain has done much good to them i to winter pedlly planta. Cow-pox 
appears in thana Barwan. Uoeeeaa ta ool Weipa ly 


Srs. 
sr ose Bs ate -~ } 
angipur te see Tu 
Kani, eee a wee 28 tai 


Jessore.—Rainfall at Sadar 4°95, Jhenida 1:48, Magura 2°75, Narail 2°31, Bangaon 
5°05. Weather cloudy, rainy, and cyclonic. Harvesting of aus and cultivation for winter 


crops going on. Prospects of crops . Rivers are risi ain. No cattle-disease 
apotial. “erodder and water sufficient. aon tice sells oa Solo — 
; 8rs. 
Sadar a one . 18 
Shenida 3 ios os 16 \ 
ura eee oe te 173 >per rupee 
Nasi io, Sham ak alae 


Bangaon ae sy 20 J 


Khulna.— Rainfall at Sadar 3:37, Bagerhat 1°72, Satkhira 456. Weather sultry. 
tation of aman and harvesting of aus nearly completed. ‘The recent rainfall will 
much good, Fodder and water sufficient. Common rice sells as follows:— — 


Srs. 
mene hoe eee ase i} 
rhat een oes oap i7 Tupee. 
Satkhira : ane, eee abe 14 e z 


Rajebahd.- Lain at Sadar 1:24, Nator 1:28, Naugaon 38°08. Prospects of crops 
od, Harvesting of /Aadoi going on. No cattle-disease. Fodder and water available. . 
ommon rice sells at 18 seers per rupee. d 

Dinajpur.— Report not received. 

Jalpaiguri.— Ditto. 

Darjecling.— Ditto. 

Rangpur.— Ditto. . 

Bogra.—Average rainfall 2°59. Washing of jute commenced. Transplantation of 
aman finished. Prospects good except in low a, where heavy rain has caused some damage. 
Common rice selling at 174 seers per rupee. Fodder and water ample. 

Pabna.—Rainfall at Sadar *83, Sirajganj ‘77. Weather very hot and cloudy. High 
wind on 28rd. Prospects good, but some rain is wanted for the paddy on the high lands. 
Price of common rice 15 seers 154 chitaks per rupee. 

Dacea.—Rainfall at Sadar °43, Manikganj 1:93,-Munshiganj *29, Narainganj °40. 
Weather stormy. Prospects of standing —e good. WFodder available. A few cases of 
cattle-disease in the Narainganj subdivision. Price of common rice stationary. 

ensingh.—Rainfall at Sadar 2°48, Jamalpur 80, Kishorganj 1:88, Tangail 
288, Navshens 1:91. Occasional showers, Prospects of orops good. Uondition of cattle 
good. Fodder and water ample. Common rice sells as follows :— 


Srs. 
Mymensingh —_—a.. “a one 18} ) : 
Natrona me tor =e aH | * 
amalpur ies se a2 per rupee, 
Kishorganj sa ove ove 16 j 
Tangai See ae os 16 


Faridpur.—Rainfal! at Sadar 2°42, Goalundo  -86, very od ‘75, Weather season- 
able. State and prospects of crops good, Common rice sells at 17 seers per rupee. 

Backergunge.—Rainfall at Sadar 2:06. Weather cyclonic. Prospects of crops fair. 
Common ened at 14 seers (aman) and 19} seers (aus) per rupee. 

Tippera.—Rainfall at Sadar 3°45, Brahmanbaria 1:47, Chandpur 1:79. Weather 
seasonable. Prospects of aman continue favourable. Jute cutting goes on. Average price of 
common rice 18,seers per rupee. : ; ‘ 

-Noakhali.—Rainfall at Sadar 8°35, Feni 1-75. Prospects of crops less good owing 
to excessiverain. Transplantation of aman going on. A veterinary assistant is treat 
cattle-disease at Chagalnaya. Fodder and water good. Qommon rice (aman) 16 seers an 
(ats) 19 seers per rupee, ; % Ne 


I. Cultivation of aman nearly finished. Brodie gin: 
sufficient. Common rice 15 seers per rupee. 

Patna.—Rainfall at Sadar -28, Barh ‘18, Bihar -24, Dinapore 16, Hilsa ‘15, 
Bikram 1:15, Harvesting of marua and Indian-corn going on. The rain isas done much 
(ei the paddy and prospects are favourable. Fodder and water for cattle plentiful. 

on rice in Patna sells at 15} seers per rupee. 
_ Gaya.—Rainfall at Sadar ‘80, Jahanabad 3°64, Aurangabad ‘380, Nawada 2:30, 
Harvesting of Jhadoi completed. Paddy doing well. Common rice selling at 13 seers 
per rupee, ; 

Shahabad.—Rainfall at Sadar 1:24, Buxar 1:17, Sasaram ‘80. Paddy promising. 
Bhadoi being reaped. Fodder and water abundant. Rice 12 seers per rupee. 


.—Rainfall at Sadar 2°16, j 7°62. Weather fine. Prospects of paddy 
‘much improved by alternate rain and ine. Average prico of common rice 13 sedrs 
12 chitaks and of makai 17 seers 8 chitaks per rupee. 
Champaran.—Rainfall at Motihari -45, Bettiah 1:15, Barharwa -70, Bagaha 2-23, 
1:00. Bhadoi_ harvesting nearly over. Aghani rico doing well. Preparation of 
land for rabi going on. Price of common rice 15} seers and maize 21 seers per rupee, 


.—Rainfall at Sadar -22, Hajipur 2°38, Bhadoi crops being harvested. 
Rice crop doing well. Prices are—Common rice 12 seers, wheat 14 seers, barley 19 
seers, makai 19 seers, gram 17 seers, rahar 18 seers, and marua 21 seers per rupee. 
es, agar at Sadar ‘20, Samastipur ‘22, Madhubani ‘29. Weather hot 
with occasional showers. Prospects of winter paddy aig Green fodder and water-supply 
et cattle plentiful. Some cattle-disease reported from Warisnagar thana. Common rice 
sells as follows :— 





: Srs. 
Sadar oes ee vee 12 
Samastipur sees mae oes 18} } per rupee. 
Madhubani +04 os ape 123 


Monghyr.—Rainfall at Mon, ve 1:21, Bogusarai 1:93, Jamui 3°63. Weather hot and 
very rainy during the latter part of the week. nds being prepared for rabi. Bhadoi and 
marua harvest nearly finished. Prospects of paddy and sugarcane good. Recent rain was 
beneficial to paddy crop. Common rice sells as follows :— : 


\ Srs. Ch. 
Mongtiys eee ves an 7 a. ; 
egusarai . A eh oe he 10 r rupee. 
Jamui ‘ ake S5i ome: | Sea!) fi ln 


Bhagalpur.—Oyclonio weather with continuous heavy showers prevailed at the latter 

om of the week. Rainfall at Sadar 11:78, Banka 2°26, Madhipura 4:05, Supaul 5:01. 

he rain is benefitting winter paddy. Bhadoi harvesting in progress. Cattle-disease continues 
in the interior. Common rice sells as follows :— 


Sadar o is Bg 
Banka e ee aa SOR) 
Madhipura we one fogke 0 Cerne 
Supa Se Shaaee A ale a 


Purnea.—Rainfall at Sadar 9°59, Kishanganj 4°81, Araria 5°31. Weather season- 
able. Standing crops doing well. Harvesting of b/adoi rice and transplantation of aghani 
ractically over. Jute being harvested, No cattle-disease. Fodder and water sufficiont. 
Sommon rice sells as follows :— 


Srs. 
Sadar Be ie ie ot 
Kishanganj ove aos ade 1 er rupee. 
no ss: et 1 20° 3 Yes 
Malda.—Report not received. G 


Sonthal Parganas.—Weather unsettled, Rainfall at Dumka 6°50, Deoghur 4:59 
Jamtara ‘22, Pakour 2°46, Rajmahal 181. Prospects very favourable. The ait rain 
should ensure a 20-anna paddy crop. Price of common rice 14 seors and makai 19 seers per 
rupee. Some cattle-diseaso in Rajmahal. Fodder and water sufficient. : 

Cuttack.—Rainfall at Sadar 4°80, Jajpur 1:61, Kondrapara 2:49, Banki 1:06, False 
Point 1°52. Weather hot and cloudy. Sarad paddy, sugarcane, birt and arhar growing. 








damaged by insects in places. More in wanted. 
hedier css vier ane Cee cee 











Beali being harvested. Sarad being 
“peers of cattle generally good. 
Ws — 


8. cn. 
ar wwe ee tee 4 1 
endrapara vee ee wou a. 0 per rupee. 
Banki toe eee oo 15 12 


Balasore.— Rainfall at Sadar 7°73, Weeding of sarad continues. Aus bein reaped 
in places. Sugarcane thriving woll. Jute being steeped. Crops on high land in arpara 
circle suffering for scanty rain. Crops elsewhere good. Rice sells at 18 seers per rupee in 
the interior, and at 17 and 18 seers at Balasore and Bhadrak respectively. Oattle-diseaso 
reported from places. Fodder sufficient. 


Angul.—Rainfall at Angul -29, Bisipara 1:45. Local showers reported from the . 
inferior. Weather hot and cloudy. Pudiling and transplantation of low-land paddy in 
progress. Up-land paddy somewhat improved. Sowing of rahi in progress. Sugarcane 
and cotton doing well. Pharveeting of beali and mandi continues in some places, More rain 
wanted. Common rice selling at 18 seers per rupee in Angul and 12 seers in Khondmals. 
Fodder and water sufficient. 


Puri—Rainfall at Sadar 1°52, Khurda 2:19, Weather hot and sometimes cloudy. 
Sarad being weeded and transplanted. Paddy crop on high lands damaged in some parts for 
want of rain. Damage b: insect-pests also reported from ports of Khurda, Beali and 
mandia being harvested. Prospects of sugarcane, arhar and other miscellaneous crops good. 
Fodder sufficient. Cattle-disease continues in some places. Common rice sells as follows :— 


8rs. cH. 
Sram os ee oon 15 12 
urda oes aes ast 15 12 } per rupee. 
Interior of district ... " os 1672 


Hazaribagh.—MRainfall at Sadar 63, Giridih 1:10. Weather cloudy. More rain 
‘wanted. Common rice sells at 14 seers per rupee. 


Ranchi.—Rainfall -12. Weather hot and cloudy. Prospects of standing crops fair so 
far, but more rain is seriously wanted. Harvesting of goradhan and marua continues. 
Rice sells at Ranchi 18 seers per Tupee, and in the interior 174 seers per rupee. 
Cattle-disease reported from Ranchi thana. Fodder and water sufficient. 


Palamau.—TRainfall 05. Weather not seasonable. Rain urgently wanted for paddy 
crop and for ploughing rabi lands. Bhadoi harvesting continues. Uattle-disease declining. 
Rice sells at 13 seers per rupee. , 


Manbhum.—Rainfall at Sadar 6:45, Gobindpur 3:13. Weather seasonable. Bhadoi 

fair. Average crop of winter rice expected. Cattle-disease reported from thanas Nirsa, 
Gobindpur., Tundi, Topchanchi, and Chas. Fodder and water sufficient. Average price of 
common rice at Sadar 15 seers 3 chitaks and Gobindpur 18 seers per rupee. Supply 
sufficient. 


Singhbhum.—Rainfall *63. Aus dhan being cut; outturn not good. Common Tice 
sells at 16 seers 14 chitaks per rupee. 


General Summary.—There was general rain during the week; in parts heavy, accom- 

ied by cyclonic winds. No reports have been received from the Northern Bengal districts 

The rain has greatly benefited the winter rice and other standing crops, but more is stil 

required for the high lands in Orissa and Chota Nagpur. The autumn harvest is almost a 

an end, and the ploughing for the radi crops has begun. Prices of common rice continue 

steady with a tendency to fall in some districts. Cattle are generally in good condition, an 
fodder is everywhere abundant, ‘ 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 


F. A. SLACK, 


Offg. Secretary to the Govt, of Bengal, 
Revenve Department, 


Lhe 26th September 1899, ; 
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Total Gram | Other 
Paddy, Wheat, ul | food- | Total, 
(in rice). a pulses, Bening, 








Ju Gunny- | 7; Mustard} Tea, | Cotton, Silk, 
ios bags, Linseed. | seed, Indian! raw, ’) raw! 
















an Ports, 
gu =) (26,001) a0} e500]... | anes] gs 36,505 | 16,057 | 1,082,600/ ...... 43,580 |,1,683 | 489 
id ne mf SOO] vn | 874010] seve | 24,997] 2,812] 63,959 218,700 | sess ov) 85]. 
i i 
ber porte, in ee hee gr Nea ni KL pt MWOD Ys» seins AF rsisct” NN sect Loses copes 
| CaneNtig RE YT arenes 3,046 4,063) 17,787} 600) 26,036] 1,033 2% 6} 6205) = 801 
eyes, Sa ck 334) 1,716] ..... td 7,980 VI -seche 3 1 





—+/ 
















80 05,705 4,397 | 55,796) 1,050 


— | | 


1,297,848 16,957 | 1,315,913 21 44,237 | 1,976 














d Kingdom 2,820 | srssee 52,829 | 6,01,217 i, woibed 


6,41,612 | 73,950 | 1,966,700 | 3,35,185 2,862 |1,10,042 | 2,936 


1,87,405 





8,080 | 1,902,455 | 2,20,566 | 49,712 11,175 


4,78,898 |* 1,838,411 | 9,874,005 | 9,607,144 












1,85,759 | 6,780 | 45,207 


| 





8,080 | 2,485,284 | 7,21,773 |1,37,978 







2,40,234 11,196 | 11,15,510 | 2,19,861 11,840,705 | 13,02,279 


1,88,021 |1,16,722 | 47,443 











8,05,921 8,110 | 3,10,989 | 7,260,170 1,935,074 | 13,125 | 12,49,358 


2,290,318 13,15%,618 | 18,02,300 2,82,858 |1,18,698 
4,765,704) ..... | 4,765,766 ween | 89,077) 4,802 | 16,52,174 


1,505,692 |14,44¢,950] 8,986,832 1,465,504 | 97,393 


48,234 
| 27,313 








II, 


Imrorts ro Catourra. 


The following statement shows the several Routes followed by the Trade in the Principal Staples of Traffic imported 
into Caleutta during the month of June 1899. 
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- 2 
Finnove s 
| rkopvers, Orrserps, 





















———,—. 










Tea, | Cotton, 
Other, Indian, | ra 
‘ou. | Jute, | Gunny- seod, | Mustard } we 
ae = bouga. | Hinseed. | ved. 





Mds. | Mds. | Mas. | atas, 
83,072 | 2,81,077| 681 

4,07 | 4,008 1,934) 1,400,555 
1,65,815 | 97,311 | 15,44,400 | -9,07,072 | .41,008| 29,783 


539} 56,770 | 1,99,906 | 15,008 93,826 


Mas, 
28,916 
92,023, 
2,11,425 
23,855 





















ete frees aeons 


1,548 







O04 
















748,388 | 2,05,818 | 10,90,868 | o,20,021 | osur7 | 8,35 a.m | 405,409 10] a,207 


920 2,394,082 14,04,020 8,57,089 1,54,309 41,595 
12485,800 | 1,80,606 | 60,196 | 6,80,862 | 9,720,000 | @.75,574| 9:50,401 1,09,625| 65,836 





The following Statement shows the Values and Quantities of the Principal Staples of 


Exrorrs rrom Catourra. 


Traffic exported Inland oy 0 


by Rail, Road, River (Country-boat and Steamer) and Canal during roe month of June 1899 :— 


29,75,289 | 19,469 | 13,173 | 5,216 |4,60,672 |2,00,125 


1,64: a 
56,7. 


8,66, 783 
2,64.160 
142,738 
1,20,628 
167,302 
107,437 
146,396 
2,005,074 5 
51,591 246 
80,779 F 1,498 


18,758,523 680) 6,074 


45,508 


2,5 
4,008 
630 


8,107 
84,974 | 1,007,160 








Onota Naarur. 


ii h to 
Singhbbhum.,, .., 


Total of Chota Nagpur ... 


Grand Total of Supplies 
into the Provinces under 
the Lieutenant-Governor 
of Bengal 


Orner Provixczs, 


Assam 8 ces * sae 
ehh mae Provinces 
and Oudh . er 
Punjab ase Pe 
Centenl Provinces... |, 
aah and “Gontrai 

nd oo 


Bera: ow 

Ni Territory... “0 
ieee ~iies 
Sind ete 


Grand Total of (1890 ,,, 
Exports { 
June 1808 .. 


Y. 


» The Seo-borne Trade of Caloutta in these Staples during the month of June 1809 was as follows :— 


ImPorTED INTO CatcurTa, 


oe 


“ ‘ Total of Interportal Trade 
. i Fad otal of Imports in (iss alba 


COTTON PIRCE-GOODS, 





Corron Twist. 


“ Salt, Kerosine oil. | Gunny: 
European, | Indian. Buropean, | Indian. 
4 5 


Rs. 
2,17,63,900 
40,616 


2,18,18,625 


15,478 
935 


2,18,70,061 
é 920 


” D 


The following Statement shows the several Routes followed by the Trade in the above Principal Staples of Traffic. 
Srom Calcutta during the month of June-1890 : — 


ferantin Railway 

ate - 

assam-B ngal Railway .. ws 
Reiwayi« 








HURST re AP ev” 








17th to 23rd September 1899. 






Inches 


: 17th |148°6| 1:7 | 29°746 | 845) 898) 109 | 78-9 | 81-0 | 1-014] 79-7 SandSSw ...] 75 | Nil 
‘ gy | 8th | 1642) 69 717 | 85:1) 926) 134 | 792) g1-4) 1-042! 79:9 | 85 |/SSWandcalm ...| 5i « 
F ~ 19th | 152-4) 61) +677) 855) 918 126 79°2 | 80-3 | 0-965 | 78:2 | 79 | SSW and calm ... 41 » 

w | 20th | 1523) 74 *660 | 86°3| 93-1) 186 | 795 | 81:1}1-000| 792 | 81 |S and calm oo 42 te 


wm [2st |1469) 53] 648 | 84-6) 93-4) 18:2 | 802] 81-0/2-011| 79°6 | 85 | Calmand variablo| 63| 0-27 
nm] 22nd ]1884) 0-3} 617 | 79:8} 884) 11-0) 77-4) 781] 0-910| 773] 92) NNWandNE...| 99] 142 


wy | 28rd | 128-7) Nil “485 | 70°83) 86:3) 9°0) 77:3) 73-4} +954! 77:3] 93|N, NEand Wsw] 248] 345 








Its of the Meteorological Observations taken at the Alipore Observatory from 





Chiefly cloudy, 
a. 
Partially cloudy, 
=. 


Partially cloudy, 
a. 


Partially cloudy, 
a. 


Chiefly cloudy, ‘o, 
& 4, p,t, =. 


Chiofly cloudy, 0, 
& P- 


Cloudy, o, g, d, p. 


Inches, 


_ The mean pressure of the seven days ee dee oe a 29°650 
| The average prossure of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor-General’s 
Office sy —s <i ns hee 29°690 
The total number of hours of bright sunshine... voae ies, ae oy 
The maximum possible number of hours of sunshine Yes on swe 85:0 
The mean temperature of the seven days eee he or} ay 836 
The average temperature of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor- 
General’s Office tos was eee ee eee 83:0 
The extreme variation of temperature ase se dee 161 
‘The maximum temperature «et oe ee ee 934 
The highest velocity of the wind in one hour... re Re 7 Wr 
. . ° 
The mean area rec ay mi aS a a ne 8 
average relative humidity o @ corresponding period for 24 
Surveyor-General’s Office ay if ai won ze 86 
‘he total fall of rain from 17th to 23rd September 1809... oie oe ae 
Tho phen fall of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor-General’s 
fice ate evs one wae : ee woe | 
The total fall from 1st January to 23rd September 1899 Poh 


The ayesee fall of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor-General’s 


| and from observations made at 6h., 10h., 16h., and 22h. 


The maximum and minimum temperatures are obtained from self-register therm 
_ thermometers are verified and the readings have been corrected to a poke ay sindaeted onl tala ms 








fomanly at tho corte nar oe ac gee 

The hy; etric elements are obtained from Tal , IV, and V of the official tables 
| the Matatirclagical Office, and based on Regnault’s modifications of August’s formula. 

Ee 







_ The mouth of the rain-gauge is one foot above the ground. 


_ t, thunder. 


OLOGICAL Orricr, Govr. oF Invi, G. W. Kuouzer, 


hy Aas 


ET AT RSS TAP ‘thy my Yes 
Enna aa whe alaviig 2 hs) 5 






For Meteorological Reporter to the Govt. of India. 


'Kow Oleervatory. They are exposed under a thatched shed open at the sides, and are suspended four feet 
Poy The eae readings are corrected approximately to those of the standard, Newman’s No, 86, 


*- 


: - sae eae see ra 57-06 Fae. 
|. The mean pressure, temperature, &e., are deduced from the traces of the Barograph and Thermograph ‘5 
: , “i 


computed in 


_ The directions and the movement of the wind are taken from tho trace of a Beokley’s anemograph, 


% overcast; g, gloomy; d, drizzling rain; p, passing temporary showers; a, dew; 
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OIRCULAR AND EASTERN. CANALS. 


__—_Approaimate Return of Trafic for the week ending Saturday, the 23rd September 1800, 
ead as compared with the corresponding week of the previous year, 


oe lscceamecaereummmnmmmmeeemmemeeeesee 
























bers We"jono orcas we” | "Sirens ar 
S Narons oF Canoo, CE Se at TOR Re) 
“poate | Nonrge, | Toll, | Npgucrot | Wee. | tounge, 
my . ' 

i {| © No. Mds. Rs. No. Mas. Rs. 
Rice and paddy ae awe 911} 1,40,185 2,292 626 “79,135 1,227 
Jute oa io 129 45,076 122 95 30,675 630 

- oo 80 60,975 909 32 82,460 270 
Other articles é oe 720 | 1,60,300 2,040 556 | 1,16,385 1,698 
Total in 


1,840 | 4,06,695 | 5,893 | 1,908 | 2,68,645| 9,626. 
1 RP EEG ia epege eNieones: 









Abstract of principal Commodities carried over the 
July 1899, a8 compared with the 





Hides and Skins— 
es of cattlo— 
or 
Raw tr wee 
Skins of sheep, &c.— 
Dressed or tanned 
Raw oe ae 
Horns feo oe 
Hemp and other fibres— 
Jute— 


Raw eo 00 
Gunny-bags and cloth 


a 


Alo and beer ve ost seen 

Spirit of all kinds, including country spirit 
ody and fer- 

ale and beer 


0 $0) iat ag 
All other sorts, includi 
mented liquor, other t! 


Kerosine «ws 

Onstor ee 

Cocoanut ... s+ 

Mustard and rape 
Oilseods— 

‘and mustard 

‘Til or jinjili ow 

mute” 8 

Opium sec iay 


Paper and Pasteboard 


gts, see tenet 
fruits and nuts 
Others 


awe 


oe 


than 


- 
on 


i 
Baltwey ‘pnd and rolling-stock carried for 


Railways— 


Locomotives, 
Mone qneines, and tenders, and 


ports 


* Carriages and tracks, and parts thereof .., 


itee! rails and fish-p! 


eae a 
pers and keys of steel and cast-iron .., 
sorts 


cow 


Balt eee 


ay 











BENGAL OENTRAL RAILWAY OOMPANY, LIMITED. 


Bengal Central Railoay during the month of - 
same month of previous year. 
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Carourta, the 28rd September 1899, 
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Weekly Return of Traffic Receipts ca then Raliweye 
EAST INDIAN RAILWAY. 
. Approximate Return of Traffic for the week ended 9th September 1899 on 171053 miles open. 





























Coacnine TRAFFIC. Bake eee , TRAYVIO TRAIN-MILES Roy, 
oS ee ee eee 
Momteet| Saat | Seth | mem. | REN | RA cae | ea | a, 
Rs, 4. P. Mos. 8. A. P. ae 4.P) Ra A. Py 
te oe tt ae 


1 9} weeks ot hall: 


oie 


Sorel for 10) weeks =... 
Oomranison. 


0 $871,019 | $1,964,211 
0} 964,732 | 1,627,588 | 2,409,999 
—$ ne) | 








ants’ 4 5| 10,58,29010 1} 01,005 101,981 253,195 


C1814 0! resins vee he 


3,01,80,424 10 | 743,477 8 5, 213,597 0 9 109,09,018 6 3 941,021 | 1,072,818 | 2,015,299 















a) 
5305000 511 | 89,75070.90| 7,28706.15 9 
ilar corr nil 19 48 sae 47 6 5 


foo orroron ioe a6) 9,086,269 | 90,30,918 12 1 


Dedueted Rs, 25,066, being the estimated amount of rebate on coal for the 
1 from Gaui Srscat Gicidin and ts food iss trom etapions the Loo) 
chiefly in p upward Coa it ‘rom rang ond Giikdsh and ia foodvarstas om 6 on the Loop and Dinapore districts. 


of es ies 
Mo. gt pamenes ne " Ts ee capones ce AlSerecoe between the teen, and audited figures for the week ended 


. Do, 
4 20. 
Ant moun bf Seyret vii eoer ore 
= »  ofmileage and demurrage —,, 

TARKESSUR BRANCH RAILWAY. 


Approximate Return of Traffic for the week ended 9th September 1899 on 22°28 miles eakccne 





















MBRCHANDISE AND Minmmat 
COACHING TRAFFIC, TRAPPIO, TRAPPIC TRAIN-MILES RUS, 
























| _——$—$—$$ $$ $< | —— ————————_ ogees carainee Total earnings, |-————— —________ 
Re. a.P./. Mps. 8. Rs. a. Pe Rs, a. P. Rs, 4, P. 
1, « Boer a aie ‘> 8.8 SE ae Ls rage I in 







































"100,016 | 38,284 2 0 ' 43,00 60) 363 0 0)’ 42,513 8 0|  g10,195 $003 | §11,008 

DR naoalaas Hala ant heed tea ptnctiae Stale Sno Maths eset na ae 

188,300 | 49,680 2 0 4305 0 0 7 00) 47078 2 0| 11,806 990 | isa 
som} 4425 8 4] 11,0020] 4258 0 no 8} 4s 47] 2,20 os | ase 
ees 199 1 0 phe 1 23 084 8821 7| saw | Se ie. 
191,806 | 43,69512 6 | 80,8010] 3,371 3 0 1s 8| 4697713 8| 11,628 1,000 | 19008 
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Rudited figures up to the week ended 2%h July 1890, 
DELHI-UMBALLA-KALKA RAILWAY. ¥ 
Approximate Return of Lraffic for week ended 9th September 1899 on 162°24 miles open. 


Then, ee: of difference between the approximate and audited figures for the week ended 2th 




















Coxcumne Taivaro, | MESCHAWDIsB ax MiwmnaL TRAPPIC TRAIN-MILES RUN. 
(estimated). "| earnings, 

Rebar | Cae Wie car Receipts. : Coaching, | Morshan- | otal, 

Rs, a. P. Mos. 6. Ra, a. P. 

1419 16 0 77,07210| 9,910 8 0 3,028 | 10,878 

*1,95,564 15 0 | — $7,60,i00 10 | +1,01,847 2 0 Fiona | 35,98. 

88,080 | 108,508. 

—— 


7HMMy 
¢ 






Rs, 
Mai: aca halt ers of 
sista the week ended 20th July 1060, 


MERCHANDISE. AND Minzrat 
Coacnine TRraPyic. ‘TRavyic. 


Number of Coach 
bh aps pened wet carat Receipts, 


20,898 96 e: 
52 510 ae sf 
38,000 3 0 | $1,40,837 0 | t13,017 


| | 
87,174 3 0.| 1,61,185 20 
————_—|——_ 





Comparison. 
Total for corresponding week of 
‘ear, 
mile of rail corre. 
~ te nl week nol -Spreviota 
year, 


Total for ing Ke of] a. snes 
ora weeks o! 





+ Dednoted No, of pass 608 and Re. 1,01 7 
jae Mas. 3, on ‘8 bon Account of difference between the approximate and 
iis tomes athe costed sae ? 






audited figures for the week ended mh say 
i 
EASTERN BENGAL STATE RAILWAY. : 
(Iyorvupine N. B., Dacoa, K.-D., axp Assam-Brnar Sxorions.) 


Approximate Return of Traffic and Mileage for the week ended 16th September 1899 on 834 miles open. 






Ooacntne Trapric, : PRR Cm pen AND “ ¥ Other earnings, 
oJ Gltaduanca' I? Wace PCE Ce eT Saciading 
Number of | Coaching i steam-boat. 
tacaber of er Weigt nered| Receipts. = 





Mps. 4, Re, a. P, Ra. a. PB. Re. a. P. 


11,8810 ‘ 8,68,280 4 : user H . See ¢ 0 38,020 
0 


_99,18,804 0 | 18,10,040 b 0} 1,46,031 0 0 | 98,89,358 0 0} 307,998 
Rents ad a ech mead 


7,00,87,106 0 | 21,09,996 0 0 | aeLan oo 82,70,563 0 0|  a95,200 | 
Ot 70,865 00 | 905,206 | 


8,785,505 0 | 9,00,804 0 0 8617 0 0) 273,518 0 0 








38,938 
1,074 0 M5 00 100 825 0 0! sce 25 
81,690 0) 27,15,870 © 0 | 1,45,888 0 0 | 99,04957 © 0| 3s1.778 i 
Nors.—Increase naaitedin jadicane 
* Audited to 1th J 1899, 5 
+ Bxoluding steamer eatcine 
oo 


DACCA STATE RAILWay, 


__ 20.004 ||" ma901_ 00. 
sre0ss | 8061 0 0 
bieiaiteteetad] 


19,097 5,513 0 0 
% 00 
74,208 0 0 


* Audited up tosth July 1899, 


































AGANNATHGANS RAILWAY. . bits ane 


Approximate Return of Traffe and Mileage for the weak ened 1th ri = sondern 0 





CoacHING TRAFFIC. smncuanpios on ak, Minzmar ‘TRavvIo TRAIN-MILES RUS, 


Other ournings| otal earnings. 
Mott | mo |Conching 












Number of 
passengers. 





mm disc” | Total, 





Mops. 6. Rs. a. P. 


6,230 0 500 0 0 
189 0 1 00 


184 00 
2404 0 0 
——— 





17,688 0 
23,918 0 











* Includes ballast train-miles 748, 
+ Audited up to 15th July 1899, 


BRAHMAPUTRA-SULTANPU: R RAILWAY. 


Approximate Return of Traffic and Mileage for the week ended 16th September 1899 on 24°75 miles open. 











Cosomrxa Taavvic, | MBRCHaprse any MINERAL TRAPYIO TRAINMILES KOK, 
Phin — aaa SEE CCR | Other earnings. 
Numberof | Coaching Weight : . Merchan 
passengers, | receipts, carried, Receipts, Coaching. *. | Total,* 














Rs. AP. Mos. 6. Re. a. P. Rs. a. P. Rs. 4. P. 
1,250 850 0 0 5,610 0 1,050 0 0 00 1,480 0 0 
51 Moo 227 0 430 0 $00 00 


se 384 0 0 63,380 0 4248 0 0 


ssh 0 0 8676 0 0 
{5,162 4,194 0 0 68,040 0 6298 0 0 


4 0 0| 0,156 0 0 
JES ee ities eth Me 


seen nent 


Ce rT oe wanes sone wees 





* Includes ballast train-miles 136. 
+ Audited up to 15th July 1999, 


COOCH BEHAR STATE RAILWAY. 
Approximate Return of Trafie and Mileage for the week onded 16th September 1899 on 33°73 miles open. 





BENGAL CENTRAL RAILWAY 





COMPANY, LIMITED, 


Approximate Return of Trafic and mileage for the week ended 9th September 1899 on 139 miles open. 


Coacnine Travvic, 





Number of 
passengers. 


Coaching 
receipts, 




















Re. a, P. Mos, «. 
traffic for the week .., 83,030 12,684 0 0 1,17,235. 0 
perme ot sellway Pat 254 ts 0 0 843 0 
- ne — es 206,522 | 1,15,22 0 0 6,04,833 0 
otal for 10 weeks ... {820,552 | 1,27,008 0 0 7,22,068 0 
CoMPARISON, 
corresponding week 
vrrios Sear wa oes $1,540 9,578 0 54,320 0 
railway correspond- 
og weak of provious Year os 253 7 0 435 0 
correspon: / 
ovious year a ~ 882,211 | 1,11,299 0 0 6,84,021 0 





Re. a, P. 


14,151 0 0 
102 0 «0 


61,387 0 0 
75,478 0 0 








3,032 0 0 
400 
34,409 0 0 


* Audited up to 29th July 1899, 
t Coaching traffic calculated on 130 miles only. 











TRAPYIC TRAIN-MILES RUX, 























—__ ee 
Re a. P. Rs, A. P. 
136 0 0] 2,971 0 0 4,642 5, 
100 201 0 0 eee Pitt benee 
8,604 0 1,85,215 0 0 44,680 28,745 x... 
ne a —_— 
2,12,186 0 0 49,322 34,606 83,028 
174 0 12,784 0" 0 3,683 | 8,472 7,155 
100 102 0 0 a ar eevee 
2,672 0 0/ 1,48,420 0 0 48,360 29,252 72,612 





BENGAL AND NORTH-WESTERN RAILWAY. 


* 
Approximate Return of Traffic for the week ending 16th September 1899 on 1,085 miles open, 

































| Munowanpise AyD MINBRAL 














Ooacuine TRarric, TRavric, 
Number of Weight 
paasengert, Receipts. carried. | Receipts, 
Re. Mps, Ra. 
traffic for week on 
85 miles oe we B70 (a)45,710 6,046,410 ()73,030 
per mile of rai! - ae ‘11502 42°13 567°06 6814 
previous 10) weeks of half- 
= woe nae | (6)1,837,808 5,006,588 53,931,820 6,246,792 
Total for 11} weeks =. | 1,483,078 5,52,208 59,85, 730 6,98,722 
ComParison, 
for corresponding week of 
jous on 926 miles open 81,558 31,843 2,10,696 27,724 
nile ol mailway correspoud- 
~ yay of peevions gear = 88°17 oan 227°78 20°07 
correspondi) te 
ou yer ~~ sp? mae 1,228,735 4,55,211 48,569,490 6,065,913 














(a) Increase is due to increased mileage. 

he increase is due to the trattic last year 
ic) Includes 6,618 miles of ballast trains run 
ti ” audited figures up w 8th July 1899, 
” 





8,784 miles of bal.ast traing run on open line, 
































[Other earnings TRAFFIC TRAIN-MILES RUN, 
(estimated), | Total earnings. 
includin, M 
steamboat. Cosching, rend Total, 
| . . 
Rs. Rs. 
16,800 1,835,040 26,984 25,096 
15°02 1252) sek pons, 
1,47,308 12,78,683 266,463 | 2,66,718 | sg1,181 
1,69,608 14,14,628 201,467 | 201,814 | 683,901. 
9,813 86,880 22,013 | (¢)14,399 36,412 
10°07 1446 soneee snseee 
1,45,185 12,06,809 2,46,600 | 2,63,583 | 510,243 


























being abnormally iow on account of breaches in the line on the Tirhut Section, 
on open line, 


ASSAM-BENGAL RAILWAY. 


Approximate Return of Trafic for the week ended 9th September 1899 on 396 miles open for all descriptions of Traffic and an 
additional 28 miles for goods and parcels traffic only. 


























Pp . 




















Coacmrxe Travvio, | MEROWANDISR AND MixzRat, TRAPPIO TRAIN-MILES RUN, 
Other earnings Total 
(estimated), vn 
ht earnings. ; = 
Number of Coens ede Receipts, Coaching. ar Tory Total, 
Rs. a. P Mops. 8, Rs, a. P. Re. a, P. Rs. = 
trafflo for the week ay 19,585 11,561 0 0 2,980,348 0 | 18,286 0 0 $12 0 0} 25,109 0 0 8,187 7,608 0, 
Pel of allvay > ail 446 20'19 643°27 S128 074 "olts 77 17°70 ther 
Sal ea 192,011 {| 1,08,822 0 0 23,21,819 ©} 1,11,257 0 0 6,502 0 0] 226,581 0 0 81,902 67,235 99,297 
~ ‘Totalfor 10 weeks 211,696 | 1,920,383 0 0] 25,62,197 0 | 1,264,403 0 0 6,814 6 0] 251,000 0 0 $5,149 74,738 109,887 
Comparison, 
for week 
prerous year ‘ab 16,501 81s 0 0 241,410 0] 11,578 0 0 1,863 0 0] 21,077 0 0 2,899 6,141 7,680 
rekon at | saat 28:07 23-08 30°50 408 789 S45 1785} 2000 
. year fale 90hi 5.00 187,448 90,229 0 0 25,783,438 0 | 1,16,200 0 0 7,109 0 0] 2,292,538 0 0 28,650 50,064 79,814 





* Includes audited figures for week ended 29th July 1svy. 













|) FINANCIAL YEAR, - 


Approzimate Statement of Gross Receipts of the Assam-Bengal Railway. 








RECEIPTS POR WEEK ENDING 


RECKIPTS FoR WEEK ENDING 
orn SEPTEMBER 1899, 


TOTAL RRORIPTS FROM ist Toran RROBIPTS FROM let 
10TH SEPTEMBER 1898, a 


APRIL 1899 To or. APRIL 1898 TO 107 


































































SEPTEMBER 1899, Skerempen 1898, 
Total Total 
| Fa aR ca wie ge tein decrease 
oes Receipts. ae kf Receipts. ilo aire! Total receipts. mocked mileage! Total receipts. Bm k ve 
. mile le . 
ag . worked.| worked, rorked,|worked, per |worked, per 
i week, wook, 
Ra, Re. * Res, 
Ce %,109 | G115| 293 | 21,077 | gee] 404 | 6,588,000 | ..... 








DARJEELING-HIMALAYAN RAILWAY COMPAN Y, LIMITED. 


Approximate earnings for the week es | 16th September 1899 


Ditto for the corresponding period of 1898 


oo “ » 14,849 0 0 

enema 

Increase oe ove + oo a + 1,127 0 0 
Receipts per mile for the week ending 16th September 1899 o- oe 318 4 1 
Ditto for the corresponding period of 1898 ie owe ind 291 26 
Increase ooo as on wee oe ove 2217 
(emeencntail 

Receipts from 1st July to 16th September 1899 on oe o» 1,389,249 0 0 
Ditto for the corresponding period of 1898 awe ow w+ 1,465,856 0 0 
ocennanastantnid 

Decrease oe a om on te om 6,607 0 0 


Printed at tho Printing Oiliop, end 
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FINAL REPORT ON THE JUTE OROP FOR SEASON 


1899, 





Tue following is published for general information. 


F. A. Stack, 


The 2nd October 1899.  Ofy. Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal, 
DEPARTMENT OF LAND RECORDS AND 


AGRICULTURE, BENGAL. 


Final Report on the Jute Crop for season 1899. 


Explanatory.—The first forecast of the jute crop for 
the season 1899, which was published on the 27th of June 
last, gave a general review of the condition of the crop 
up to the middle of that month. The present report 
contains approximate estimates of the area and outturn 
of the crop up to the middle of September. Returns are 
received by this Department from 26 districts, in which 
almost the whole of the jute crop of Bengal is grown. 

2. Character of the season.—Up to the middle of June, 
the season, as stated in the first forecast, was not on the 
whole unfavourable. ne rainfall in January was 
generally above the normal, In February, it exceeded 
the normal in East Bengal, in Jessore and ‘in Midnapore, 
and fell short of the normal in all the other districts. 


excess then 
was an excess in all 


rainfall was abn y heavy and continuous in 


it was generally below the normal, In A ril, 
ve the normal and well distributed. In ies: 
eavy in many important districts, but the 
‘ha not prove prejudicial. In June, there 
districts except Khulna, Rangpur, 
singh, and Cuttack. In July, the 


ost 
all districts, Jalpaiguri Darjeeling and Cuttack on! * 

i falls Tittle, below ‘the normal. In August, 
re, rainfall was in excess of the normal in most of the 


ee i 
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3. Area cultivated.—In the preliminary forecast, it 
was shewn that there had been a considerable increase 
in the area sown with jute over that sown last year, 
owing to a rise in ihe price of jute coincident with a 
fall in the price of rice. Since the date of the issue 
of that forecast, further special enquiries have been 
made in order to verify the figures of area then given, 
with the result that it is now reported that an area of 
1,971,300 acres has been sown this year as compared 
with an area of 1,624,400 acres sown in 1898, and a 
normal area of 2,189,400 acres. There has thus been 
an increase of over 21 per cent. since last year. 

4. Character of the crop—Up to the date of the 
issue of the preliminary forecast, the prospects of the 
crop were good, and it was estimated that an outturn 
only slightly below the normal would be obtained from 
the area sown. Since then, the weather has been ex- 
tremely unfavourable and the estimates of outturn sent 
in from most of the principal jute-growing districts 
shew a reduction on Ross previously submitted. In 
fact, the two northern districts, re aR Rangpur, 
are almost the only exceptions to this, and the average 
estimate of the outturn compiled from the returns of 
the eleven most important districts has fallen from 93 
per cent. to 74 percent, It is possible, that the outturn 
1s now somewhat underestimated, and it is noticeable 
that, in response to the recent rise in price, a very large 
amount of jute has- been brought into the market 
already. Itis probable, however, that the crop is being 
brought in more rapidly than usual, and that e{returns 
shewing imports of jute into Calcutta will shortly fall 
off. Taking all factors into consideration, it may be 
roughly estimated that 80 per cent. of a normal crop 
will be obtained from the area sown this year. 

5. Gross outturn.—It is estimated, that in a normal 
year, the outturn of jute amounts to 3 bales per acre.or 
66 lakhs of bales for the Province; and in the prelimi- 
nary forecast, it/ was anticipated that the gross outturn in 
the current year would amount to 58 lakhs of bales, or 
87 per cent. of a normal crop. This would have repre- 
sented, in the usual phraseology employed, a 14-anna 
crop. In view of the unfavourable reports since received 
from the districts, this estimate must now be consider- 
ably reduced, and it seems improbable that the gross 
outturn will exceed 50 lakhs of bales or 75 per cent. 
of the normal outturn, This represents what is more 
familiarly known as a 12-anna crop, 

In spite of the eare with which information has been 
collected by the District Officers, this estimate cannot 
be better than a rough one, and the returns received 
from all the districts are appended in order that those 
who are interested in the jute trade may examine them 


for themselves, 
N. N. Banervser, 
Assistant Director of the Department of 
Land Records and Agriculture, Bengal. 
P; Cc. LYON, eto 
re Director of the Department of Land 
_ _Catevrra, «Records § Agriculture, Bengal. 
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_ Murshidabsa ... | 19,600 | 16,600 | 21,600 


+0016 —6 


n 73,400 | 38,600 | 78,900 


Jessore ... : 18,100 | 33,400} +5098 | —I1S56 
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RESOLUTION ON THE BUDGET ESTIMATES OF THE PORT 
COMMISSIONERS OF OHITTAGONG FOR 1899-1900. 


No, 1940 Marine. 
GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL—MARINE DEPARTMENT. 
Dated Calcutta, the 29th September 1899. 


RESOLUTION, 
READ— 

Letter No. 658P., dated the 17th October 1898, from the Chairman of the Commis- 
sioners of the Port of Chittagong, submitting through the Accountant-General, 
Bengal, the revised budget estimate of the Commissioners for the year 1898-99, 
and the estimates for the year 1899-1900. 

Letter No. 395P., dated the 27th June 1899, from the Chairman of the Commissioners 
of the Port of Chittagong, submitting a further revised budget estimate for the 


year 1898-99, and the estimates for the year 1899-1900 based on the latest 
figures known. 


The principal differences between the figures in the estimate for the year 
1898-99, sanctioned in Resolution No, 892Marine, dated the 22nd April 1898, 
and those given in the estimate last submitted, are shown below :— 


Rxce1rrs. 
Revieod 
siti, =e 
: Rs. Rs. 

Port dues an te 31,879 29,846 

Fees and fines— 
Mooring fees aes vee 12,177 8,797 
Sundry receipts” dine ive 28,351 22,587 

Exrenprrure. — 

Tnterest on and repayment of loans 85,110 2,556 
Vessels and boats ot ees 1) See SOe 24,008 
Light-houses ose eee 4,711 7,228 


2. As the year 1898-99 has come to a close, the revised estimates have 
been based on the attuals of that year. 

8. A grant of Rs. 12,000 was made by this Government in 1898-99 on 
account of the cost of a new light for the Kutubdia Light-house. ‘This amount 
should therefore have been shown under the head ‘Sanctioned estimate.” 
The necessary entry has been made. 


4, Subject to the above remarks, the Lieutenant-Governor sanctions the 
revised estimates, 


Sy The budget estimate for 1899-1900 is based mainly on the avtuals of 
1898-99. : 

6. The yearly amount to be paid to the Government on account of the 
loan (with interest) for the 8.T, Gekko amounts to Rs. 16,294-14-6. The Port 
Commissioners were unable to make this payment during the last two years, 
viz., 1897-98 and 1898-99, and provision must be made in the current year’s 
budget for payment of at least half the amount due. A provision of Rs, 24,443, 
that is, for one and-a-half year’s instalment, has accordingly been made. 

7. A provision of Rs, 3,600 was made by the Commissioners on account, 
of the pay of the Commander of the S.T, Gekko. As Mr. Howard, Assistant 
Port Officer, has been placed in charge of the vessel on Rs. 100 a month, this 
provision has been reduced to Rs, 1,200. __ 

_ 8. A provision of Rs. 4,537 was made under the head “ Miscellaneous.” 
Thisdid not include the estimate for Rs, 3,684-8, which the Commissioners have _ 
submitted for an additional hose to make the fire-extinguishing appliances of 








: ' as accordingly been increased to — 

; 22 Z Vie Ste Borat +4, 

f 9. The Lieutenant-Governor sanctions the estimate ‘of receipts and 
expenditure for the year 1899-1900 under section 69 of Act IV (B.C.), 1887. 


1%. An abstract of tie revised estimate for 1898-99 and of the estimate 
for 1899-1900 is subjoined :~— ; 


* 



























Recerprs. 
: 1897-98. | 1898-99. 1899-1900. 
Tre. ; % 
: { Revised | 
Sanctioned 4 | Budget 
Actuals. estimate. (Actasls) estimate. 
1L 











Port dues teat Mises av 
Fees and fines— ; 
Water . ‘os aes oy 
Mooring fees... He Bes 
Licenses bss AF, Mh 
Other fees and fines ia av 
Sundry receipts BS “oe 
Contribution from Pilotage Fund ne 
Grant from Government on account of the 
cost of a light for the Kutubdia Light- 
house oes ae ies 
Total ies 
Opening balance ose 
Granp Torat ies 
: Exrenprrvae, 

SS ee : 
Refund of port dues, &o. — ... ed 2,115 100 150 150 
Interest on and repayment of loans 2,520 35,110 2,556 26,968 
Administration .., see wee 9,378 7,348 7,306 7,808 
Law and Justice soe as 42 CS el eae din 
Police “ae ose re 1,476 1,824 1,285 1,285 
Marine— 

Port Office establishment .,, Bas 3,668 3,040 2,901 2,937 
Vessels and boats eee Cicealecs 22,685 22,833 24,008 20,7389 
Semaphore establishment ... ° EN 812 312 312 312 
Harbour Master’s boat establishment .., 481 492} 491 492 
ight-houses ...__ 2 he 4,690 4,711 7,228 | 30,951 
Miscellaneous establishment ... Pee 2,843} 2,004 2,012 2,038 
Miscellaneous .., a at 21,116 10,962 10,081 5,599 
Harbour Master’s pay xt 3¥ 491 491 479 479 
Public works... he Cg rey 167 167 849 349 
nditure on account of a new light ew "112,000 us ~ 


’ 
eee ne | 


100,986 | 59,158 | 1,00,102 
Me 31,709 3,816 


90,867 | 1,038,418 


for the Kutubdia Light-house, 





Vad: Phe financial position of the Trust is at present very iagaetiitactory. 
To prevent a deficit, the Government has, as already stated, remitted the — 
par ment of the usual instalment on account of the loan for the §.T. Gekko 










ue he ~ 
redu pts es as far ible; pa to obtain statements 
mv apn of the Ports ors of Akyab, Moulin and the minor 
Madida; and, after care examining them, to submit or 0 
may consider desirable for imposition of additional f fees. ; 


sede order of the Lieutenant- sista of Bengal, “| 
ee BUCKLEY, ae 
Secretary to the Govt. of Bengal. 













RESOLUTION ON THE WORKING OF THE LODGING-HOUSE AOT 
IN BENGAL DURING 1898-99, i 





MUNICIPAL DEPA RTMENT.—MUNICIPAL, 


Oaleutta, the 8rd October 1899. 
RESOLUTION—No. 4926M. 
Rrap— 


The reports from the Commissioners of Divisions on the working of the Puri Lodging. 
house Act, IV (B.C.) of 1871, as amended W Acts 11 (B.0,) of 1879 adi 


fE0) of 1884, during the year 1898-99, in the various places to which it has 
extended. . 
Read also— i 
The Resolution reviewing the Commissioners’ reports on the workin of the Act 
during the year 1897-08, 
Extension of the Act.—The Puri Lodging-house Act, IV (B.C.) of 1871, as 
In the Burdwan Division. In the Bhagalpur Division, amended by Acts II 
greece : (B.C.) of 1879 and I 
i | Deoghur, 5 
2. Ulubaria. perk ey ) of 1884, was in 
& Gewankhali * _ dnthe Oriaa Division, orce in the towns and 
b 10, ‘Chattios ‘on the Jagannath Road,  greag named in the mar- 
{Un the Presidency Divisign. n. Chatties co the Jeon Road, gin ain the year. It . 
6. Nadia, 12, Chandbaiy tet of Cuttack, was extended to the rail- 
; oe 18. Jajpur. jam WY stations at Jatni 
In the Chittagong Division. 14, Barang chatti on the Ganjam x 2 
7. Sitakund, 15. Pari onan pny men Kolap ara, Chattipur, and 


Jagannath Roud, in the district Bali on, but too late to 
In the Patna Division. of Pur fame ini operation before 
8. Gaya. the end of the year, 

2. Licensed lodying-houses.—The number of licensed lodging houses in. 
creased from 1,409 in 1897-98 to 1 678. The increase is most pi in Puri 
town; the chatties on the Jagannath Road, where there are two popular 

ines; and at Gaya. It is explained that, while the opening of the East 
Coast Railway is likely to reduce the number of lodging-houses ulong the 
Jagannath Road, it will tend to increase the number of ae) houses at certain 
points along the railway route, where pilgrims usually halt; the total number 
thus remaining about the same,’ At Gaya the incroase is ascribed to the good 
harvest and ‘to the abatement of the dread of inspection on account of plague. 
The year moreover was more auspicious for Pilgrimage than the preceding one, 
he total number of lodgers accommodated during the year rose from 
36,897 in the previous year to 54,210. ‘The increase was shared by all the 
places where the Act is in foree, except Nadia and Chandbali, and was most 
marked in Sitakund, where the number rose from 2,747 to 12,551, 

3. Income.—The total income of the year was Rs, 38,471 against Rs, 32,798, 
the opening balance being Rs. 23,798 and the closing balance Rs, 25,023. 
There was a general increase under all the heads of income, except “ Miscellane- 
ous,” and was shared by almost all the districts. The most noticeable increase 
of income took place ‘in Sitakund, Gaya, and Puri town. The increase at 
Sitakund is reported to be dug to the increase in the number of lodgers, and at 
Gaya to the issue of a larger number of licensés. The Orissa Division shows the 

decrease under « Miscellaticoun,” and this has not been explained. The 
ex ion called for from the Magistrates concerned should be. submitted to 


Government. 

Lxpenditure,—The total expenditure was Rs, 37,247 against Rs, 36,772 
in 1897-98, There has been an increase of expenditure under all the heads, 
except “ Miscellaneous,” where it has declined from Rs. 8,993 to Rs. 1,290. At 





riggs * 












z 





Gaya the total expenditure rose from 


Rs. 9,248 to Rs. 10,580. 





increase occurred under the head “Dispensaries and other medical expenditure? 


and “Contribution to other funds.” In Sitakund, Gaya, and Cuttack the — 
closing balances are considerable, and the Lieutenant-Governor has little doubt 
that more money might have been usefully spent on sanitary improvements. 

5. Prosecutions.—The number of persons prosecuted for receiving pilgrims 
withont a license, for taking in more than the licensed number,. and for other 
offences against the Act and the bye-laws, was 231 against 262 in 1897-98; and 
the number convicted was 211 against 238. The amount of fines realised 
increased from Rs. 1,323 to Rs, 1,818. As is pointed out by the Commissioner 
of Orissa, the number of prosecutions is extremely low, com red to the number 

- of offences under the Act which must be presumed to have been committed, 

6. Public health.—The health of the places where the Act was in force is 
reported to have been generally good during the year, and it is satisfactory 
to note that no serious epidemic occurred. In Nadia there was only one case 
of cholera, which ended fatally, against seven cases, with six deaths, during 
the previous year. In Gaya there were 47 deaths from cholera ea 73 in 
the previous year, ‘and altogether there were 136 deaths among pilgrims from 
all causes, against 101 in 1897-98. In Deoghur there were lo deaths from 
cholera. In all the places in the Orissa Division there were 16 desths from 
cholera against 148 in the preceding year. The following statement shows 
the statistics of disease and mortality among the pilgrims during the year:— 














NuMBER OF PERSONS ADMITTED INTO 





HOSPITAL, INCLUDING THOSE REMAINING Total 
FROM THE PREVIOUS YEAR. Number b 
“ of death number 
ISEASE. —————— | win the ane 
Remainin, lodging- meen 
Cured. Died. on 31st : Total. houses. ants. 
; March, 






















Cholera oe 41 92 2 135 9 | 101 
Small-pox aes "a ‘ oh <7 -* 

Fever evs 385 19 5 409 89 108 

_ Diarrhoa bee 196 61 6 263 8 69 

Dysentry wd 245 89 6 340 17 106 

Other diseases... 538 60 20 618 25 85 

Total | 1,405 | 321 39 1,765 | 148 469 





7. Water-supply.—The Lieutenant-Governor regrets to notice that no 
steps were taken during the year to sink another well at Garhbeta, which was 
reported in 1897-49 to be urgently required in the interior of the town for 
the supply of good drinking-water. The masonry well, which was under 
construction in Dantun in 1897-98, was completed during the year. In 
Ulubaria funds are being raised to provide another tank. In Nadia the Muni- 
cipality spent a sum of Rs. 1,386 on the re-excavation of a tank. At Sitakund 
Ra? receive their supply of drinking-water through an iron pipe from the 

andaguni spring. Several tanks were cleared and_ reserved for drinkin 
and culinary purposes, In all the places in the Oftissa Division the tanks ee 
wells were cleared and properly disinfected. In Puri three new wells were 
sunk on the side of the Jagannath Road. [our new masonry wells were sunk 
in the wards of the Municipality, where there wore none before, — 

On the whole, the Act appears to have been worked geen during 

Officers 


© the year in most of the places in which it was in force; and the lo 






nerally have taken an interest in jts administration, The Licutenant- 
overnor regrets to see it reported that in Puri a want of co-operation existed 


a 










between the wag Commissioners and the Committee appointed under 

_ the Act, and His Honour trusts that the in 

of sanitation, which the former have hitherto displayed, may shortly be replaced 
illingness on their part to help the Committee, as they should, with 

money to carry out the various sanitary improvements required for the town. 


Orper.—Ordered that a copy of this Resolution be submitted to the 
Government of India, in ‘the Home pean, and that copies of it be 
forwarded to the Commissioners of the B wan, Presidency, Chittagong, Patna, 
Bhagalpur, and Orissa Divisions for information, 

Ordered also that a copy of the Resolution be comunicated to the Sanitary 
Commissioner dnd to the Sanitary Board, and that it be published in the 
Calcutta Gazette for general information. 





By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 


, E. N. BAKER, 
Of. Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal. 





ert and obstructive spirit in matters __ 
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RESOLUTION ON THE REPORT OF THE ADMINISTRATION OF 
‘THE STAMP DEPARTMENT DURING THE THREE YEARS 
ENDING THE 31ST MAROH 1809. 





FINANCIAL DEPARTMEN T.—SEPARATE REVENUE, 
Caloutta, the 8rd October 1899. 


RESOLUTION--No, 57148.R. 
Reap— ; 


The Report of the Board of Revenue on the Administration of the Stamp Department 
during the threo years ending 31st March 1899, 


Tue Acts under which the stamp revenue was collected during the 
triennial period under review were the Indian Stamp Act, I of 1879, and the 
Court Fees Act, ‘VII of 1870, as modified by subsequent enactments. The 
former Act was further amended by the enactment of Act XIII of 1897, 
in which provision was made for composition of duty payable in respect of 
bonds, debentures and other certificates issued under the Local Authorities 
Loans Act, 1879, or any other law for the time being in force. Provision was 
at the same time made for leaving such bonds, debentures or other certificates 
unstamped, After the close of the year 1898-99, the new Indian Stamp Act, 
II of 1899, which revised and consolidated the Act of 1879, and’ received the 
assent of the Governor-General in Council in January 1899, came into force. 
The Court Fees Act of 1870 was also further amended by Act XI of 1899, 
with the object, first, of eae 3 a check on the undervaluation: of estates by 

' persons applying for probate of a will or for letters of administration, and 
secondly, of giving,the revenue authorities greater facilities for, the realisation 
of the full amount of the duty payable on probates and letters of administra- 

tion. This Act came into force with effect from the 10th March 1899, and it 
is yet too early to offer any remarks on its working. The changes made 
during the — years in the. rules issued by Government, though 
numerous and important from a departmental point of view, are not of sufficient 
eral interest to call for special notice in this place, The administration of 

e Stamp Department in the Sonthul Par nas, which, since the passing of 

Act XXXVIL of 1855, had been under the Commissioner, came under the 

Board of Revenue with effect from the 1st April 1898. 

» The financial results of the administration of the Stamp Department 

Wikia during the past three years, with the average for 

cng the previous triennium, are shown in the following 


statement :— 





| 


Stames uNDER Acr I op 1879, | “cis ye ee 








Net 


Refunds 
and other revenue, 














1,75,74,296 | 4,96,172 | 1,70,78,124 
873 | 1,77,50,416 | 504,785 | 1'72'54871 
1,73,84,717 | 481,918 


1,69, 02,804 







— « he gross a annual revenue collected under both the Indian Stamp 
Act and Court ees 


x M 


_ triennium, thus vere s increase of Rs. 10,89,836, which was contributed 
in tae ‘non-judicial an 





the Act, during the three years under Teview, was 
_ Rs, 1,75,72,809 against Rs. 1,64,82,973 collected during the preceding 
judicial stampsin the proportion of Rs. 8,67,360 and 
7,22,476, respectively. 


: ° 












8. The receipts from sales of the different kinds of stamps 
in the table below. The figures differ from those 










ae pi given in the last paragraph, as they do not include 
a miscellaneous ‘receipts under the Indian Stamp Act or receipts from the sale 
9 of plain paper used with court-fee stamps. There is also a discrepancy of 
eee. Rs, 1,177 between the total average sales as reported by the Superintendent 
fis of Stamps and as shown by the Accountant-General, Bengal, which is under 
a adjustment :— 





I | 
aie: SALBs OF JUDICIAL STAMPS OR Stanry 
USED UNDER THE OOURT-FERS Aor, i 







Saxus ov Non-JUDICIAL STAMPS USED UNDER THE INDIAN STAMP ACT. 
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* Rs, Bs, Rs, | Re, | Ba. Rs. | Rs. : 
hd three years 1893-| $1,60,862 | 6,906,007 | 8,43,41 | 41,075 | 39,761 | 1,109,765 | 2,468 | 20,083 | 64,006 | 44,88,818 | 1,10,72,009 5,090,760 | 1,16,72,759 | 1,61, 








peewee 156 378 | 380,000 | da,oaa | 45,008 | 1.00480 | 1.040 | 16,760 | 79,707 | b0,87,167 | 1,16,08,001 |  6,80,612 | 4,22,90,013 
me RARE ef ae | Soveoe | atest) seitee | "acors | 1,008 | Apas0 Fr'osd | BOr1S.216 | 1,17,07,287 | 6,51,008 | 1,24 48,248 
DO 2.| antsstios | zloa'zso | sie7!720 | 18'990 | 80,506 | 78,606 | 1,061 | 17,760 | 68,726 | #4,00,041 | 1,18,48,774 6,75,304 | 1,26, 24,168 





ere 1896-| 34,00,749 | 814,487 | 8,74,427 | 24,718 | 36,015 | 96,800 | 1,704 | 17,017 "73,137 48,40,104 | 1,27,40,671 | 6,54,837 | 1,24,04,008 


a The average receipts were again highest in Calcutta (Rs. 25,95,374), where - 
i nearly one-seventh of the,entire stamp revenue was collected, and lowest 
: in Singhbhum (Rs. 21,077). Mymensingh contributed more than 9 lakhs, 
24-Parganas nearly 74 lakhs, Dacca more than 7} lakhs, Tippera over lakhs 
Backergunge pose 7 lakhs, Midnapore 6% lakhs, Chittagong, Faridpur and 
Muzaffarpur over 44 lakhs each, Jessore, Rangpur and Hooghly more than 4} 
lakhs each, and Burdwan and Noakhali over 4 lakhs each. The genera 
incidence of stamp revenue on the population of Bengal numbering 71,096,643, 
according to the census of 1891, was 3 annas and 9 pies per head. 

4, ‘The statistics of revenue from sen po sheets, the most important of 

sine eases the non-judicial stamps, are of remarkable interest, 

: oe and afford a striking illustration of the conditions 
of agricultural life in this country. In England, an increase in the revenue 
from deeds and instruments is regarded as conclusive evidence of the activi 
and prosperity of the landed interest, and was singled out for remark as su 
in last year’s Budget Statement for the United Kingdom. But the above 
figures, read, with the remarks of the local officers, make it clear that in this 
country it is in years of agricultural depression and distress that the revenue . 
from this source is highest, and that the large increase in it during the . 
years 1896-97 and 1897-98 marks a correspondingly large number of 
transfers of holdings from the cultivating to the money-lending class. In 
1896-97 the sudden incidence of distress upon the poorer cultivators caused b; 
the failure of that year’s harvest was accompanied by a sudden rise of 
an lakhs in the revenue from this source. In 1897-98 the continuance of distress 
pas through the first-half of the year caused a further rise of nearly half a lakh ; 
while with returning prosperity in 1898-99 we find a sudden drop of 3} lakhs, 
bringing the revenue down to but a fraction above that of the average of the 
aos 1893 to 1896, In the North-Western Provinces the result was similar, 

ut it may be remarked that the high water-mark in those provinces was 
reached in the first of the three years of scarcity, and that contraction of 
credit and other influences caused a decrease in these transactions during eac 
of the two subsequent years, though it even then remained above the normal. 
From this comparison it ion appear that the credit of the raiyat and the — 
a of the mahajan are greater in Bengal than in the North-Western 
vinces, ; 


he eee eS 
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Brea 
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bel 








_. As to individual districts, it may be noted that in Calcutta, where business 
was unfavourably affected by famine and the plague scare, the revenue for the’ 
three years under report decreased by 5:5 per cent. from the previous triennial 
average, and that in Champaran there was the large decrease of 15-1 per cent. 
In the latter case the decrease is the more remarkable in that it follows on a 
decrease of 7:7 per cent. in 1893 to 1896, which was explained by the Board 
of Revenue in their report for that period as due to parties awaiting the con- 
clusion of survey and settlement operations before entering into fresh transac- 
tions. The decrease in 1898-99 is ascribéd to the Manager of the Bettiah Raj 
having interdicted the transfer of raiyati holdings without the consent of the 
landlord. From whatever cause, the revenue from this source in Champaran 
has fallen from Rs. 54,329 in 1893-94 to Rs. 28,994 in 1898-99, 


Impressed labels, which are used only in Calcutta, decreased during 
1898-99 by Rs. 1,57,404, as compared with the figures for 1897-98, but 
the average receipts from. this source during the three years under review 
amounted to Rs, 8,14,447 against is. 6,96,067 collected during the years 
1893-94 to 1895-96, thus showing an increase of Rs. 1,18,380. There 
was a decline of Rs. 6,877 in the sale of l-anna revenue stamps, commonly 
known as receipt stamps, during 1898-99, as compared with the receipts of 
the previous year, but the average receipts of the three years ending 31st 
March 1899 showed -an increase of Rs. 30,586, as compared with the figures 
for the preceding three years. The increase occurred in all the districts except 
Backergunge, Dinajpur and Noakhali. The Bourd of Revenue attribute this 
increase ‘ to the better observance of the law by the people. to the greater 
vigilance on the part of Government officers in making res to the people 
the requirements of the law, and to the facility afforded to the public for 
obtaining these stamps through the agency of the post office.” 


The other classes of non-judicial stamps, which are of minor importance, 
showed a decrease of Rs. 16,357 under share transfer stamps, Rs. 3,186 under, 
foreign bill stamps, Rs. 2,166 under advocate, vakil and attorney stamps, and 
of Rs. 23,376 under Aundi stamps ; and an increase of Rs. 8,232 under one-anna 
impressed stamps. The decrease under share transfer and hundi stamps 
was mostly due to the stagnation of business in consequence of famine and 
plague. : 
5. Under the head Judicial stamps are included (1) adhesive and 

yi - impressed Court-fee stamps, (2) High Court service 

Judicial stamps. Pp & 

stamps, (3) Calcutta Small Cause Court stamps, and 
(4) stamps for copies. The figures now given indicate that the stress of 
scarcity, though it may compel the native of Bengal to sell or mortgage his 
ancestral holding, is yet powerless to induce him to forego in any degree his 
taste for litigation. Each of the three years now under review shows a steady 
and continuous rise in the revenue from this source. The average income of the 
past three yeurs from the sales of these stamps was Rs. 1,13,70,309 under (1 
Rs 3,000 under (2), Rs. 3,76,362 under (3), and Rs. 6,54,337 under (4), 
making a total of Rs. 1,24,04,008, or an increase of 62 per cent. over the income 
from the same sources in the Hreowing triennium. Forty districts showed 
an increase and six a decrease. The largest increases were in Midnapore 
(Rs. 76,697), Tippera (Ks. 76,556), the 24-Parganas (Rs. 45,768), Rangpur 
(Rs. 44,459), Backergunge (Rs. 39,920), Howrah (Rs. 39,245), Bankura 
(Rs, 36,904), Cuttack including Angul (Rs. 33,930), Saran (Rs. 41,980), 
Noakhali (Rs. 29,669), Faridpur (Rs. 25,661), and Muzaffarpur (Rs. 25,538); 
the chief decrease being in Dacca (Rs. 24,617). ‘These increases and 
decreases are due to purely local influences, which it is unnecessary to recapi- 
tulate. Taki fo denomination of Court-fee stamps sold during the years ~ 
under review, there was an increase of nearly 4 lakhs in the sale of eight- 
anna stamps, nearly 3 lakhs in one-anna stamps, and over one lakh in one-rupee 
stamps, while on the other hand there was a decrease of 40,893 in that of two- 
anna stamps. 

6. The number of cases in which deficient stamp duty and penalty were 

Levy of penalties. levied by Civil and Revenue Courts, and the 








amounts realized during the' period under review, are shown in the following 


table :— 
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7. The average number of prosecutions instituted annually for various 
P ; breaches of the stamp law was 995 against 1,016 
paena cere in the previous triennium. The Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor notices with satisfaction the ewes in the number of prosecutions insti- 
tuted in all except the Presidency and Chota Nagpur Divisions. There was a 
marked increase of 639 in the number of cases instituted in Calcutta, and the 
Board attribute this to the “sucess of the officers attached to the Stamp Depart- 
ment of the Collectorate in seizing a large number of unstamped hundis which 
were issued from Faridpur and Backergunge and negotiated in Beliaghata in the 
24-Parganas.” The average number of persons brought to trial was 991 against 
1,249, of convictions 382 against 1,020, und cf acquittals 73 against 162. The 
Board of Revenue bring to nvtice the fact that not a single rupee was paid as 
reward in 30 out of the 47 districts in the province, viz., in the whole of tne 
Orissa and Chittagong Divisions, in 4 districts of the Burdwan Division, in 3 dis- 
tricts of each of the Presidency and Bhagalpur Divisions, in 5 districts of the 
Rajshahi Division, in 6 districts of the Patna Division, and in 2 districts of the 
Chota Nagpur Division. In explanation the Board write :—“ The duty assigned: 
to income-tax assessors of detecting evasions of stamp dut having been with- 
drawn, no rewards were paid to those officers in any of the districts except 
Palamau. ,This explains non-payment of rewards or scanty payment in 
the remaining districts.” 

8. Several cases of fraud and defaleation were detected during the 
period under review, the most serious of which occurred in the Shahabad 
treasury, where Court-fee stamps to the value of Rs. 13,080-8 were abstracted 
from the double and single lock store. The enquiry disclosed that the 
abstraction of the stamps, which extended from 1891 down to July 1896, 
was rendered possible only by neglect of rules and culpable i Sieietd 
on the part of the Treasurer and the Treasury. Officer. Criminal proceedings 
against the stamp muharrir were instituted in respect of certain stamps found 
missing from the stock under single lock, and he was sentenced, on conviction, 
to two years’ rigorous imprisonment, A similar, but isolated, case occurred in 
the Puri Collectorate; stamps to the value of Rs. 148-8 having been abstracted 
by a muharrir during the temporary absence of the Treasurer. The theft was, 
however, immediately rpeanvern ee the latter officer, and resulted. in the 
muharrir being sentenced to six months’ rigourous imprisonment. 

The working of the licensed stamp vendors was on the whole satisfactory, 
an exception being in the Siwan subdivision of Saran, where systematic. frauds 
in obtaining refunds and in selling spoiled stamps appear to haye been 
committed. No conviction, however, was obtained. 

9. The Lieutenant-Governor’s acknowledgments are due to the Board of 
Revenue for their careful administration of the Stam Department. The 
names of the officers favourably mentioned by the Board will be noted in the 
Appointment Department. ; 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
E. N. BAKER, 


O99. Secy. to the Govt, of Bengai. < 





FIRST REPORT ON THE BHADOI CROPS IN 
BENGAL, 1899. 


‘Tue following is published for general information. 
F. A, Stack, 
The Srd October 1899.  Offg. Secy, to the Govt, of Bengal. ’ 


* 


DEPARTMENT OF LAND RECORDS AND 
AGRICULTURE, BENGAL. 


First Report on the Bhadoi Orops in Bengal, 1899. 


Explanatory,—The present report furnishes estimates of 
the area and outturn of all kinds of bhadot crops, jncinding 
such food-crops as aun pea, | ize, and millets, for whic 
no separate reports are pub 1ed, and non-food crops, such 
as jute, indigo, and cotton, for which separate notes are 
» issued by this Department. The normal areas. have been 
revised by some of the District Officers since the date. of last 

year’s report, 

' Character of the season.—The season bas been charaecter- 
ised by heavy and_ often excessive rain in most parts of 
these provinces, In April more than the average rain 
fell in all districts, excepting North Bengal, where it was 
slightly in defect, The rainfall. in May was mush above 
the normal in Orissa and Lower Bengal, fell) below the 
normal in North Bengal. and in the Bbagalpur and 
Chota re oe! Divisions, and was normal in the rest of Bihar. 
In June the rainfall was general, and was much above the 
normal in East Bengal. In Orissa, however, it was slight- 
ly deficient. The rainfall in July was exceptionally 
heavy and continuous over the ter part of these 
provinces, but there was @ slight deficit again in Orissa, 
and the fall fell short of the normal also in the south of 
Chota Nagpur. In August, excessive rain fell in North 
Bengal, parts of East Bengal, Chittagong, and in the northern 
tracts, including the whole of Bihar down to the north 
bank of the Ganges, but the fall was considerably below 
the normal in Orissa and Chota Nagpur. The rainfall 
in September has heen. em , except in Orissa and 
Chota Nagpur, where it has been insufficient. On the whole, 
the season has been unfavourable to the dadoi crops, as the 
rainfall has been badly distributed everywhere, and has 
been so excessive as to cause or damage in many districts ; 
while some crops (especially paddy and jute) have also 
suffered seriously in some districts from insect pests. 





Area cultivated.—The area sown with all kinds of bhadot 
crops is estimated at 15,691,300 acres against 16,220,800 
acres sown in 1898. The decrease of nearly 3 per cent. in 
the area sown is due to the unfavourable season. It should 
be remarked that, whilst the area under all the important 
bhadoi food-crops shows a considerable decrease, there has 
cen, on the other hand, a perce tible increase in the area 
under the non-food crops. This result has been mostly 
brought about by the extended cultivation of jute in prefer- 
ence to paddy due to the low price prevailing for paddy at 
the close of last year. 
Outturn.—From the statement appended to this note, it 
will be seen that out of 45 districts, only one district 
Birbhum) anticipates an outturn above the normal, Six 
listricts, viz., Dinajpur, Darjecling, Rangpur, Tippera, 
Chittagong, and Cuttack estimate an outturn of 90 per cent. 
or above 90; in 16 districts, the. estimate varies between 80 
and 90, and in the remaining 22 districts it falls below 80, 
the estimates for all the districts of the Patna Division, 
except Chumparan (88) and Darbhanga (59) falling below 
50 per cent. The crop which has suffered most would 
appear to have been maize, the estimated yield for the 
Province, in nearly 2 million acres, being only 33 per cent. 
while @ million acres of mandua are expected to give only a 
50 per cent. crop.. here the Provinee as a whole, the 
District Officers estimate the outturn of all kinds of bhadot 
crops at 76 per cent, of a normal crop against 93 estimated 
in 1898. Making due allowance fora tendency to under- 
estimate the outturn, it may be roughly calculated that these 
crops will yield an outturn equal to 80 per cent. of a normal 
crop. t 


D. L, ROY, 
Assistant Director of Land Records and 
Agriculture, ‘Bengal. 





CoUNTERSIGNED. 


P. C. LYON, 
Director of the Department of Land Records 
and Agriculture, Bengal, . 
Caxcurta, ‘ 
The 26th September 1899. 
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No. 4835R.0. 
DISTRICT ROAD FUND. 


GOVERNMENT. OF BENGAL—PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT. q 
i 
_ Roan Ozss, 
Dated Calcutta, the 2nd October 1899. 


——— 


RESOLUTION. 
Reap— 
Letter from the Accountant-General, Bengal, No, 362L.F., dated the 20th September 
1899, submitting an abstract of receipts. and expenditure of the several 
District. Road Committees in Bengal for the quarter ending 30th June 


1899, 


Reso.vrion.—The Lieutenant-Governor directs that the accounts of the 
receipts and expenditure of the several District Road Committees in Bengal 
for the first quarter of the year 1899-1900 be published in the Calcutta Gazette 
and circulated to the officers concerned. 

Orprr.—Ordered that a copy of this Resolution, together with a copy of 
the abstract of receipts and expenditure, be published in the Supplement to the 
Calcutta Gazette. oa 

Ordered also that a copy of this Resolution, and of the abstract referred to, 
be forwarded for information to the Commissioners of the Rajshahi, Chittagong, 
Bhagalpur, and Chota Nagpur Divisions; Superintending Engineer of the 
Northern Circle; Inspectors of Works, Eastern and Western Circles; and 
Financial Department of this Government. ; 

> 


‘ By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 


D. JOSCELYNE, 
Secretary to the Government of Bengv le 
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MINISTRATION REPORT OF THE STA 


RESOLUTION ON THE 
DEPARTMENT FOR 1898-99. © 


FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT --MISCELLANEOUS. 
Calcutta, the 8rd Octoler 1899. 


RESOLUTION No. 5720Mis. 


Reap— A 
Letter No. 651B., dated the 23rd August 1899, from the Board of Revenue, 
submitting the Report on the Administration of the Stationery Department for 
the year 1898-99. 
The following statement compares the value of the stocks, receipts and 
issues of the Stationery Office for the past two years:— i 








1897.98, 1898-99. 
Rs. Rs. 

Value of stores at the beginning of the year... w. —-7,21,058 7,17,264 
Loss (—) by re-valuing the opening balance at the issue rate 

of the year We le ons ww. 26,837 —24,364 

Corrected value of stores eee ‘ve wo. —_6,95,721 6,92,890 

Value of stores received during the year wn «. —-:20,26,361 27,84,260 

Total ww. «36, 2,072 34,77,140 

Value of stores issued during the year ose a 29,41,263 28,382,062 

Value of stores in stock at the close of the year «.  6,80,819 6,45,078 
Gain (+) by valuing the stores in stock at the close of the 

years 1897-93 and 1898-99 at the issue rate of the year ... = + 36,436 + 65,655 

Corrected value of stores at the close of the year pit 7,17,264 7,00,683 





2. Compared with the figures of the previous year, the value ‘of the stores 
received and issued during the year and that of the stores in stock at its 
close show a decrease of Rs. 1,42,101, Rs. 1,09,191 and Rs. 16,621 respec- 
tively. The decline in the receipts was mainly due to a falling off of Rs, 1,19,588 
in the value of imported stores and of Rs. 27,047 in the value of country- 
made miscellaneous articles purchased locally. The decrease in the value of 
imported stores is attributed to the non-arrival from England of certain stores 
which were due during the year, and to the fall in the prices of English stores 
from competition and the rise in exchange; while that in the value of seh 
made miscellaneous articles purchased locally was due to smaller demand for 
them, to the reduction in the rates of some of the articles contracted for, and 
to the absence of any demand from staff and regimental officers on field service. 
There was an advance of Rs, 12,808 in the value of country-made paper. 
This increase, which occurred chiefly in half-bleached paper, coloured paper, 
blotting-paper, azure-laid and cream-laid papers, followed on an increased 
demand of the presses for printing forms. 

3. The value of stores issued to Local Governments rose by Rs. 50,562, 
and all provinces except the Punjab and Burma contributed to the increase. 
The largest increase, amounting to Rs. 36,778, occurred in the North-Western 
Provinces and Oudh. The value ‘of stationery consumed by the offices and 
departments of the Government of India fell off by Rs. 1,11,224. The fluctu- 
ations will, as usual, be explained in the reports on the consumption of station- 
ery which the Superintendent of Stationery submits to the several 
Governments and Administrations. The issues to the Postal and Telegraph . 
Departments fell off by Rs. 22,259. 

4, The Lieutenant-Governor is pleased to learn that the stock of country- 
made articles at the close of the year was less than one month’s consumption. 

5. The quantity of water-marked paper issued ‘for use with i 
court-fee stamps diminished by 5,295 reams and its value by Rs. 17,209. ‘The 
decrease occurred chiefly in the North-Western Provinces and the Punjab, 
the supplies to which declined by 2,435 and 2,536 reams respectively. A 





ee aloe ¥« a a y ae 

decrease also occurred in Bengal and Assam, while the Central Provinces, the 
ogo Assigned Districts, and the Native States of Orissa show #n increase. 

The Superintendent is unable to assign any reason for these fluctuations, as the 

paper is. ied direct to Treasury Officers for sale to the general public 

according to their demands. ’ 

6. The income and pena of the Stationery Department amounted 
to Rs. 4,790 and Rs. 1,06,481, against Rs. 4,953 and Rs. 1,09,877, respectively, 
in the previous year. The decline in the charges is chiefly attributable to 
a decrease under the heads “Establishment” and “Packing cases,” The 
diminution under the last-named head was caused by the despatch of a smaller 
quantity of water-marked paper to the North-Western Provinces and Oudh, 

7, The total value of different articles of stationery issued, exclusive 
of deficiencies in stock-taking and miscellaneous adjustments, fell off by 
Rs, 1,16,003, The decrease is attributable. mainly to smaller demands of the 
Survey and Settlement Department, the Public Works Department, the Quarter- 
master-General in India, and the State Railways for drawing and lithograph 
papers and pencils, and of the Government Presses for writing and coloured 
papers, wax-cloth, paste, mill and straw boards and leather; to the issue of 
a smaller quantity of water-marked paper, and to the absence of demands 
from the staff and regimental officers on field service, The principal decreases 
occutred under writing-paper. (Rs. 61,253), lithograph paper (Rs. 17,126), 
water-marked pre (Rs. 17,136), leathers (Rs. 27,039), and other articles 
(Rs. 13,725). On the other hand, there was a noticeable increase under printing 
paper (Rs. wane and tracing cloth (Rs. 18,274). 

8. The supply of paper to the various Government Presses rose by 
Rs, 23,307, and all the presses, with the exception of the Government of 
India Presses and the — in the Punjab and Burma, contributed to the 
increase. The largest decrease, amounting to Rs. 46,058, occurred in the 
consumption of the Government of India Presses. In Bengal the quantity 
consumed fell off by 571 reams, but the value rose by Rs. 17,003. The 
causes which led to this‘increase will be explained by the Superintendent in 
his report on the consumption of stationery and printed forms in Bengal. The 
fluctuations in the demands of the other presses cannot be explained by him, 
as they are not under his control. 

9. The substitution of country-made for European paper resulted in a net 
loss of Rs, 61,702, while the substitution of country-made miscellaneous articles 
for articles of European manufacture effected a net gain of Rs. 5,820. The 
use of country-made paper of the descriptions known as white printing, badami 
or half-bleached, blotting, white cartridge, brown glazed, coloured, badami 
cartridge, cream-wove and azure-laid resulted in a loss during the year 
of no less than Rs. 1,70,123, The Superintendent has submitted an alternative 
statement showing that if all the charges incidental to the landing, storage, 
and despatch of —— papers to distant places up-country were taken into 
account, there would be a net gain on al] paper of Rs. 63,629 instead of a loss. 
In accordance with the orders contained in ig 9 of the Resolution on 
the Administration Report of the Stationery Department for 1897-98, the 
Standing Committee, appointed to consider the questions that from time to 
time arise in connection with the substitution of country-made for English 
stationery and the settling of contracts for Indian-made stationery, met on 
the 25th’ March 1899 to determine whether the seven kinds of paper under 
which there was aloss during that year should be obtained from England. In 
consequence of the stock in the eins Office being small, and the delay 
which was likely to occur in obtaining supplies from England, and the want of 
sufficient storage accommodation, the Committee was obliged to accept the 
tenders of the Indian mills for the current year, but the question of the 
future sup y must be immediately settled. 

10. Ir e system of supplying es and periodicals through the 
Stationery Office appears to have worked well during the year. There was a 
sieht decrease in the number of periodicals, but newspapers, books and maps 
and exercise-books rose by 404, 5,351 and 22,299, respectively. Tho total 
epg for the newspapers, &c., amounted to Rs, 1,32,649, against Rs. 84,420 

the previous year, ‘I'he increase is said to be mainly due to larger demands 






for newspapers, &c., and to the payment in advance in sterling for foreign 
periodicals, gia) 

11. The details of the work in the Form Branch will, as usual, be 
furnished in the report on the consumption of stationery in Bengal, and will be 
reviewed when that report is received. The receipts and issues of standard and 
special forms, exclusive of the survey and settlement forms printed and supplied 

by the Supermtendent of Government Printing, Bengal, show a con- 
siderable increase as compared with the previous year. The advance in the 
receipts was due to the larger demands of local officers, and to the receipt 
during the year of certain forms which were due in 1897-98 and of over seven 
millions of High Court forms which were not due until 1899-1900. The 
increase in the issues is mainly attributable to these causes. 

12. The receipts and charges of the Form Branch amounted to Rs, 35,385 
and Rs. 47,470, against Rs. 37,763 and Rs. 47,637 respectively. The decrease 
in the receipts was due to a smaller demand for forms by tho Local Funds in 
Bengal and Assam, while that in the charges is attributable to reduced expen- 
diture under the head ‘‘ Contingencies.” ‘ 

Orprr.—Ordered that a copy of the Resolution be forwarded to the Board 
of Revenue for information. 

Ordered, also, that a copy of the Resolution, with a copy of the Report, 
be submitted to the Government of India in the Department of Finance ‘and 
Commerce, for information. 

Ordered, also, that a copy of the Resolution be forwarded to the Superin- 
tendent of Government Printing, Bengal, for information. 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 


E, N. BAKER, 
Offg. Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal. 





For the week ending the 2nd October 1899. 


Burdwan.—Rainfall at Sadar 4°85, Kalna ‘54, Katwa ‘75, Raniganj 1:80. Weather 
seasonable, Harvesting of aus going on. Aman doing well, Fodder an water sufficient. 
Cattle-disease in Katwa decreasing rapidly. Common rice selling as follows :—- 


8rs. 

Se! ate ‘Sees ar) 15 

a ike soe oe 14 
Katwa de Bx sis ie! are: 
Raniganj Ned He pal ane 14 , 


Birbhum.—Rainfall at Sadar 3:51, Rampur Hat 5:29. Weather hot. Prospects of 
— good. Price of common rice at Sadar and Rampur Hat 15 seers per Tupee. 
‘odder sufficient. 


Bankura.—Rainfall at Bankura nil, Vishnupur 4°45. Weather fair. Harvesting of aus 

_ going on. Lands being eee in places for rabi crops. Fodder and water sufficient. No 

oattle-disease reported. Price of common rice at Bankura 17} seers and at Vishnupur 16 seers 
per rupee. 


. ee ae oo 4°65, ee “90, oe 8°85, Pee a ah tgs Weather 
seasonable. Hvery prospect of a bumper crop, the late storm havi one great d 
and no damage, saat in a small cirouit Ee Ghatal” Cattle-disease spiaeied from Salbani 
and Jhargram. Grass-hoppors reported from Debra. Common Tice sells as follows :— 


Srs. on. 
Sadar aes tee ous 16 0 
Contai aus ace ‘ae 17 0 
“Tamluk ar co se 14 34 ( Per rupee. 
Ghatal ne eee ees 15 0 


gs Agar at Sadar ‘73, Serampore -47, Jahanabad 1:08. Harvesting of aus 
and jute continues. Aman doing well. Common rice sells at 14 soors 2 chitaks per rupee. 


rapt iri at ein 1:18, gee 1:80. A sdovsnen hot. Harvesting of aus 
nearly over. Transplantation of aman finish: ute and sugarcane doing well. Fodder 
and ae sufficient. Common rice sells at 144 soors per rupee. Be: 


, Whe Rainfall at Sadar “02, Barasat -42, Basirhat 31, Diamond Harbour 

‘70. Weather seasonable. Prospects of standing crops fair. Transplantation of aman 

finished. Harvesting of aus over he mn Steeping of jute and its fibre extracting going 
ient. 


on. No cattle-disease, Fodder and water sufficient. Common rico sells as follows :— 


"Bre, 
Sadar ro va ~ 2 
Basirhat ss me = 14 | — 
Diamond Harbour ~e ws 14 


Nadia.—Rainfall at Sadar 1:29, Kushtia 1:05, Meherpur 1°40, Oh “95, 
hat 1:22, Weather seasonablo. eee of aman good. Land being cultivated 
for rabi crops. Fodder and water sufficient. Price of common rice stationary, 


Murshidabad.—Rainfall at Sadar 8:18, bent 712, Kandi 3-30. Weather hot. 

a i “ bhadoi ey, boca eg ts aman good. ig and aay 

doing we 0 still continues, W-pox prevalent in thana Barwan, er 
and water sufficiont. Common rice sells as follows ;— 


Srs. 
owed oe oe 7 } 
f Kamil pak BERET (oat go 











Jessore.—Rainfall at Sadar -38, Jhenida “03, 2 nil, Narail ‘68, Bangaon °18. 
Weather pice ype aeons ye ‘paddy and jute spe oer sa Prospects 
standing cro 5 tivation of winter crops going on. No cattle-disoase reported. 
ey Pet Fodder and water sufficient. Oseeus rice sells as follows :— 


Brs. 
Sadar one - a 17 
a ee wey te = \ 
ra on on tee 7 >por ru 
Nonail Me a es ae a 
Bangaon - ae Mis 


Khulna.—Rainfall at Sadar -55, Bagerhat 32, Satkhira 69. Weather hot with — 
scanty rainfall. Harvesting of aus over. ‘Transplantation of aman nearly completed. 
Fodder and water sufficient. Common rice sells ns follows :— 


Srs. 
Smid ih ids soe oe 
that ose eee see 80. 
Bellin sé wes oa 15 j ee 
jshahi.— Rainfall at Sadar 4:26, Nator 1:07, Naugaon 1:47. Prospects of crops 
ee arvesting of /hadoi continues. No cattle-disease. Fodder and water ayailablo. 
ommon rice sells at 18 seers per rupee. 
Dinajpur.—Report not-received. 
Jalpaiguri— —_ Ditto. 


jeeling.—Rainfall at Darjeeling 24°70 tag 13-96, Siliguri 5°78. Weather 
seasonable except heayy rain on the night of 24th eptember causing serious da 4 
Hilis—Haimanti and bhadoi paddy, chota and bara marua, kalai and phaphar doing well. 
Terai—Washing of jute commenced; dhadoi reaped ; transplantation of Aaimanti finished ; 
prospects good. Ooarse rice sells as follows :— 


Srs. " 
Hills sib geet wee eee 8 
Terai ae eee ven 17 } es EOS 
Bhutta sells at Darjeoling 16 seors and at Kalimpong 2) seers per rupee. 


Rangpur.-—Report not received. 


Bogra.—Average rainfall 1°40. Washing of jute going on. Prospects of winter ri 
ood. pyres low lands loss by heavy rain is bei made good oy tetintey tation. 
ommon rice selling at 18 seers per rupee. Fodder and water ample, ) * 


but rain wanted, Qommon rico 15 seers 2} chitaks per rupes. 


sronpitet Rani st Sadar 27, Miuikgeny 29, Miahigas 64, Naru “BL. 
eather seasonable. Prospects of standing cro : de ilable. - 
disease. Price of oiaititod s-atebbary a bse yt: ¢ — 


Pabna.—Rainfall at Sadar nil, Sirajganj ‘78. Weather vory hot. Prospects good, 


Mymensingh.—Rainfall at Sadar +13, Tangail -46, Kishorganj 1:93, Notrokona 1-36. 
Jamalpur 2°30. Weather damp, warm. Prospects of cro ely Condition my cattle 
good. Fodder and water sufficient. Common. rice salle as follows — \ 


8rs. 
Sadar oa Sey see 18 
ee hi “ve oe 17 \ 
ikhorganj G3 ate sie 16 ‘rupee. 
Tang. se toe ved 196 j feat og j 
Jamalpur eas was oe: 184 f 


Faridpur—Rainfall at Sadar -27, Goalindo.-46, Madaripur 1:38, Weather | 
able. See and prospects of crops good. Common rice sells fy li rupee. 


Backergunge.—Rainfall at Sadar :20. Weather seasonablo. Prospects of er: 
Common riov sells at 14 seers (aman) and 18 seers (aus) per rupee. o 


i Tippora.— Rainfall at Sadar *10, Brahmanbaria ‘26, Cliandpur ‘63, Weather seaso: 
able. 


ute cutting in progress. Pros of ainan continue fa le. : 
eeiihtel thee 27 este ee Fupee. pects ue favourable. Average price 











Patna.—Rainfall at Sadar 124, Bihar 4°50, Bash 378, Dinaporo 266, Bikram 1:40, 
Hilsa 45. Harvesting of marua and iota compbateh Preepatts of ally much 
peated ty the late rain. The rain will also facilitate ing the fields for rabr. 
Fodder and water for cattle plentiful, Common rice in Patna sells at 6 seers per rupee. 


Gaya.—Report not received. 
Shahabad.— Ditto. 


Saran.—Rainfall at Sadar “60. Weather seasonable. Prospects ‘of . Fields 
are being ploughed for rabi and sowings will soon commence. Average ra tell rice 


* 


18 seers 6, chitaks and makdi 17 seers chitak per rupee, 


_ Opamparan.— Report not received. 
Muzaffarpur. — Ditto. . 4 . 

_ Darbhanga.—Rainfall at Sadar, 1:83, Madhubani 1:23. Weather hot and sultry: 
Prospects of standing crops good: Fodder and water sufficient. No cattle-disease reported: 
Common rice selling at 12} seers per rupee. 

Monghyr.—Rainfall at Monghyr 6-23, B i 8:25, Jamui 382. Nights cool 
Days still hoe Aghani rice is of great promise. Secareds of sugarcane je Kiomihe being 


prepared for rabi. Rahar and kurthi doing well. Common rice sells as follows :— 


E Srs. Ch. 
Monghyr ak rs «618-10 
Begusarai se herr eee: + Baer | {oer ope 
Jamui dag ne Benge tae 


Bhagalpur.—Weather fine and seasonable. Rainfall at Sadar nil, Banka 13-06, 
Madhipura 11°30, Supaul 9°45, Tho heavy rain at the subdivisions was that of eyclonic 
storm of the previous week which has caused loss of life and houses in thana Colgong and 
outpost Dhuraya. Flood has caused some damage to winter rice crop, otherwise prospects 
favourable. Sporadic cattle-diseaso in Madhipura and Pertabganj. Common rico sells as 
follo 


ws i— 
8rs. Oh. 
Beka ce. eet "48 12 
Madhipura a no fra rapes. 
Supau eee a oe 180 


. Purti¢a.—Rainfall at Sadar. nil, Kishanganj 6°50, Araria 11°50, Woather season- 
able, Harvesting of bhadoi and transplantation of winter paddy almost finished, Stand- 
ing crops flourishing Fodder and water sufficient. Common Tice sells as follows :— 


Srs. 
— fel - ‘i ~ 
ishanganj we rave ae 1 rupee. 
Sedat . ‘ si ie 20 arbrecr. 


Malda.—Report not received. 


Sonthal Parganas.— Weather fine since storm of last week. Aman padd flourishing 
everywhere, the rain oe done immense good. Local flood in Godda owned some 
cattle and injured some = - Some cattle-di in Rajmahal and Godda. Qommon 
rice sells at 14 seers and Indian-corn 19 seers per rupee on an average. 


Cuttack.—Rainfall nil. Weather seasonable and hot. Sarad, sugarcane, nawbirhi 
er ——— growing. Beali being oe wate vane sae by insects 
and for wan' rain. Rain wanted everywhere. Condition of cattle. gene good, 
Fodder and water sufficient. Common rice sells as follows :— Tika %, 


; 8. cH. 

Poutaat aig Ms ~ 7 
a) ur see eae wae 

 Kendrapara me bei we «QL Of Pet rupee. 
Banki a. ac im Ub 1 | 








Angul.—Rainfall nil. Weather clear and hot. Slight local showers in two as. 
High-land paddy again suffering. Low-land paddy still good. More rain “Beali 
being harvested. abi sowing in progress. Common rice sells at 16 seers rupee. 
Khondmals, No rain. Atodhan being reaped. Prospects of winter paddy again. 
Common rice sells at 12 seers per rupee. Oowpox raging in some places. 

Puri.—Rainfall at Sadar nil, Khurda ‘24, Weather hot. Want of rain much felt. 
Laghu paddy damaged to a great extent for want of rain Sarad growing. Insect-pests also 
causing eg to paddy crops in some parts. Beali and mandia being harvested. Kurthi 


being sown. Prospects of sugarcane, arhar, and other miscellaneous crops good. Fodder 
enffisient. Cattle-disease reported from some places. Common rice sells as follows :— 
; ai Srs. dH. 
Sadar a oe fas 12-7 
Khurda ove aes pees Lae | vor rapes 
Interior of district ... wry ree © if 


Hazaribagh.—Rainfall at Sadat nil, Giridih 1°66. Weather soasonable. More rain 
badly wanted. Common rice sells at 12} seers per rupee. ; 

Ranchi.—Rainfall nil. Weather hot and dry. Paddy crops suffering from the 
drought. Prospects fair in east and south of district, elsewhere poor. Rice sells at Ranchi 
18 seers per rupee, and in the interior 15 seers. No cattle-disease, Fodder and 
water sufficient. ; 


Palamau.—Report not received. 


Manbhum.—Rainfall at Sadar 6°20, Gobindpur 1°79. Weather seasonable. Bhador 
ange fair. Average crop of wintér rice expected. Cattle-disease reported from thanas 
Gobindpur, Topchanchi, Nirsa, Tundi, Purulia, aid Para. Fodder and water sufficient, 
Average price of common rice at Sadar 14 seers 14 chitaks and Gobindpur 18 seers 
per rupee. Supply sufficient. 


Singhbhum.—Rainfall *64. Rain badly wanted for winter rive crop, which is beigining 
to suffer for want of moisture. Common rico sells at 16 seers 14 chitaks per rupee. Great 
scarcity certain in west of district. 


General Summary.—Rain is reported to have fallen penal in Bengal Proper and 
Bihar, but there was practically none in Orissa and Chota Nagpur during the weok. 
Heavy rain has caused considerable damage in Darjeeling, and some local damage in 
Bhagalpur and the Sonthal in The general ‘prospects of the crops continue favour- 
able, except in Orissa and Chota ur. The reports from Angul, Puri, Palamau, and 
Singhbhum are very unsatisfactory. e rides 2 of the autumn crops is being rapidly 
completed, and the preparation of the fields for the spring crops is being carried on. Tho 
a of common rice is reported to have risen in Darjeeling, Outtack, Puri, Angul, and 

azaribagh ; elsewhere it is practically stationary. attle-disease continues to be reported 
from a few districts. Fodder is generally suflicient. 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
F, A. SLACK, 


Ofg. Secretary to the Govt, of Bengal. 
Revenve DrepartTMent, 


Lhe 8rd October 1899, 







WSW and SsW...} 160! 0-16 Day chiefly cloudy, 


night clear, 0, p, 
w | 2%th }1451) 77] 795 | 84-4) 924) 199] 79-5 80°1 | +970) 783 


SSW and W 71| Nil Chiefly clear, pe 







w [26th f1471) 9a] 806! 830) 92-7) 155] 772! 70-4! oda! 775 Wand WNW .., 






57 ” Clear, = 






yp [27th | 1454) 59 828 | 840! 92-4] 142] 782] g0-4 977 | 78°5 WNW and Why} 69 » | Partially cloudy, 
8. "Ss 
w | 2th /1465) G2) +818 | 83:6) 904) 120] 48-4} 794] -998] 774 W by 8, NNW,/ 85| ,, | Partially cloudy, 
and calm, a, ’ 
‘ ; 
mw [80th 1146-0) ond | “BMA | 882) O14) 16-1 | 77-0} 78:7} 45] 769 | 83 | NW and calm...] 48 | Partially cloudy, 
a. : 


nm | 80th /1884) 21} 802) 824] 908! 10:9] 794] 798] «982! 79:7 


89 | Calm and variable} 20 0-02 | Day chiefly clon 
| night clear, o, d. 





Inches, 
The mean pressure of the seven days roy Ig bee mat 29-789 
The average pressure of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor-General’s 
Office <a sen ae woe sve Se 29°78 
| The total number of hours of bright sunshine .., i ob ater 41-4 
maximum possible number of hours of sunshine oa eee sas 83:9 
The mean temperature of the seven days on m aes ses 83°4 
The average temperature of the corresponding period for. 24 years, Surveyor- 
General’s Office ses mit ai eee aus 83:1 
The extreme variation of temperature AG say aes et 16:0 
The maximum temperature ees aah aks a oat 92-7 
The highest velocity of the wind in one hour... e ne cae ry 
° 


" The mean relative humidity 








“9 
ase v0 eee eee ene 84 
The aver: relative humidity of the corresponding period for 24 years, 
Receaspedieaied Office ae Aes et aR me 85 
The total fall of rain from 24th to 80th September 1899 _... a ane Souene 
The mage fall of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor-General’s 
ce “i “a ee sace vats ese ons 1'76 
The total fall from Ist January to 80th September 1899 nae dee tee 68:95 
—— fall of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor-General’s 
ce : : 


= vad “ bee ae ead 58°82 
Sg mean pressure, temperature, éo., are deduced from the traces of the Barograph and Thermo ! 
th 
¢ ; and verified at the 
ab Y- They are exposed under a thatched shed open at tho sides, and are suspended four feet 
© ' ; 

The shell i are corrected approximately to those of the stand Newman’, 
fomerly at the GubveyorGenecsPs Office. rg : 


No. 86, 
‘g, whe hygrometric elements are obtained from Tables III, IV, and V of the official tables : 
ty Meteorological Offs, and based on Regesalt a en August’s formula. PI me 


The directions and the movement of e wind are taken from the trace of a Beckloy’s 
The mouth of the rain-gaugo is one foot above the ground. y § anemograph, 


—®, overcast; p, passing temporary showers; «, dew; d, drizzling rain. 







tcat Ovvice, Govr. or Lyp1a, ae G. W. Kvonzr, 
Oaleutta, the 2nd October 1899, For Meteorological Reporter to the Govt, of India. 


Bono 


IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT,—BENGAL. 
Statement showing heights over mean sea-level and low-water in the rivers Ganges, Bhagirathi, Jalangi, and Brahmaputra, for the month of August 1899. 
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_A. H. OC. MacCarray, 


Under-Secy. to the Govt. of Ben 
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IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT,—BENGAL. 
Statement showing heights over mean sea-level and low-water in the rivers Ganges, Bhagirathi, Jalangi, and Brahmaputra, for the month of August 1899. 
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_ BASTERN BENGAL STATE ! 
Abstract of Principal Commodities carried over the Eastern Bengal State Railway during 
as compared with the same month of the previous year. 


July 1899, 


Coal and Concern for the Public and 
Cotton, FAW wn 


Pre ed 


Mwist and yarn, Baropean 
dundee, ee 


5 (Ope rn 
it Te hii 
4 Chemicals— 
rape toxicating, otherthan opium 4. 


Non-intoxicating— 
Cpaheas bat Les panel Lone 
Others... 


Pee ee en 





Indigo Aree et 

Myrabolams oy «ln 

i - . oe ee 

‘Alizarine and aniiinedyos ste om 

‘Al (Morinda Oitrifolia) re a) 

Others ee nat By A, ote PRs eee 
Grain and pulse— 

Wheat ott Sep ome epee, 

poe gee Nb 000, ee | et 

Rice oo eee te -™ + 

Jowar and tajre ot paegerinie 

Gram and pulse oy, se ae nee 

Others eee 
Hides and skins< 

Hides of cattlo— 

Dressed or tw Pee ee 

tall PIE <- bilan PP ga ei 

Seanged or CARRE a an ie 
Raw oe oe ee tee 
Hemp endotherAbres cq) ws am 
q La 

Gunny-bageand cloth eae 
Lac— 

a ee Then, | 


Shell igs! emt (> heer aa 
Leather, manufactured 4. wee 
at and beer Ys 
Bpirits bf all kinds, inclading country spinit 

ie - oo ae - oo oo 
Allother sorts, including toddy and fer- 

mented liquor, other than wie 40d beer, 


Metals ~ 
© uD it ” “ 
one ep 


% aig Race 
© wrought see, eee yas 
Sires,” do, br, hen: reales 


cast w.. oe oe 
en ant ta se 30>, es 


uiactures Of 4. 4. 
Others ww TE a ee one enn 


Kerosine Pro 
5 — Tae eaipog ves et becin. = 
Mustard and rape ome er ae 
Others ... re ee Te 


Hare a santa Ses ae a earne 
OF fest ana ee | ase ee 


oneert raftree ABW on 
Peru piieenl ant eae, 


Ghee Sa mgt tac te Oo 
Chee ae ee eee ae 


Pals Pabhe and Fo took carried) for 
Tocamot fy utes and’ tenders ‘end 
coltriages and trucks and parts thereof .., 
Pteoe staal 
SEE MINE wt 


ee | aan! oth rahi ane was 
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EAST INDIAN RAILWAY, 
appreciates Return of Trafic Sor the werh coded. 260% Sapasellr Netionn t.f.10080 ice i 






| Qoacuime TRAveIO. 


Coaching — 


receipts, — 










Number of 
passengers. 





oe 





re year... 
| dj 
ltapascliceitccstecr prec 9,98,82 15 0 | 4,28,00,890 20 | T7,71,58. 5 
eS 
4a) The increase is duc to ponent ene ne to the running of six extra troops and mule 


- eee teeta hee a8. 
LS. ob pee - qe ES CORIO SLT Se at 


ditto 
ie 3 Se — Added on account of rebate on coal deducted from pi 
Fe iS De, ‘On sscount of mlfeugs an naraqo nt having bee ie faded in pre henen Teturns ip to Oh September 1800, 


84,381, 
in 9 Audited figures up to the week ended ot 








ban EAST INDIAN RAILWAY. : 

ies Y Approvimate Return of Traffic for week ended 23rd September 1899 10°53 miles open. 

i REI ctermcmaretsiaiadi isthe sebastien. ons aa ah 
Qoacuixa Taavric, | MURCHANDIsR axD Minmaax TRAFFIC TRAIN-MILES RUM. 










Number of 
passengers. 


Coach: 
Bp ner) 
















Pe 

mile of railwi 

gc ue 114 weak of aa § “§ 

1,056,945 | 1,714,959 | 2,71, v06 
| nena 








A — ooo ee 
Total for 12} weeks 4,93,01,022 80 | 87,900,003 6 2,78,608 0 0 |1,29,71,015 15 





CoMPARIEON. 









new eo angen pa umn ws tam Aland te Kierra eo 7a era, ad tow NW and 0. & 

n Baa Ta aac rl hag) pages cena O-nevdhgyotagene saab fo5. menses egerur 
Mas. 930,780 and added iso fom Bi nary reams hevween approximate and audited figures for the week ended 

aa figures up to the woek ended 12th’ August 1800. 

TARKESSUR BRANCH RAILWAY. 


er ‘ Approximate Return of Traffic for the week ended 16th September 1899 on 22°23 wilds open. 
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Coacura Taazsxo, | MBBOMANpISN AnD MinzRax ‘TRAv¥IC TRAIN-MILES RUM, 


sotec| cote | Soe | om peste pn 


















TARKKSSUR BRANCH RAILWAY. . 
Traffic for week ended 23rd September 1899 om 22°23 miles open. ’ 4 
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Approximate Return of 
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TRavric TMAIN-MILES RON, 
1 
RAPFIC. SAIN 7 on pte 
(estimated), earuings. : u 
eight carried.|. Receipts. Coaching, | Mereban- | momar 
; : Rs, A. P. Rs. a. 7, 4] 
WB fs 078 12,883 30 416 3 0 900 1 0 3,109 1,168, 
ea alle ot ration REET Boece’ ane » 1811 6 0 ee) . ‘asses “aera rena) n & 
Por previous 11} weeks of half-year! — *203,417 ‘+1,58,988 80] 14,778 9 0 $04 0.0) 51,405 9 0 §12,407 $1,067 | §13,474 
‘ | vai baat ada, Send EES iis 
Total for'12} weeks, 218,495 51012 0 130 0} 55,501 3 0 13,516 1,146} 14,002 
é } ———— —_ | |__| ee 
Comparison, | 
’ 
* otal berpervontne weok of! 16,376 35 3 0. 880] 400221 1 1,182 36! 188 
‘permite of raii correspond see i> A Bra Be 8 y 18 5 063 oom}... ae a 
Peck Of previous your, on 
; ale ELE mew) 
Total for corresponding 123 weeks 224,900 3,963 9 0 629 6) °64,91015 1 13,870 1,200/ 15,070 
of previous year. 
* Added No, 708 and | 
¢ Deducid ‘ds. 2,165 and on account of 


uy 3 has? 14 Aiflerence ‘between the approximate and audited figures for the week ended 
jf audited fixures up to the week ended 12th August 1899, 


12th 
so | 
DELHI UMBALLA-KALKA RAILWAY. x 


Approximate Return of Lraffic for week ended 16th September 1899 on 162:24 miles open. 











Coacurxe TRavvre. sprearnaye) - aw Minnra TRAPPIC TRAIN-MILES RO. 
_ _ | Other earnings Tatal 

(estimated), earnings. 
Consiitan Woight cern Receipts. | 


_—_ 


Coaching, | Merchant Total, 





a) Mos. a. | . Raa. v, Rs. a. P. 

a 

traffic for the week 20,086 8 0 1,109,188 30] 17,108 9 0 7 0 0} 98,101.12 0 7,015 53 

pecete ts: ie. Ketter 129 os 105 7 8 Ove] wae ae "| ieee me rey 
"179,806 | *1,48,949 13 0 $8,48,654 20 | t1,11,058 5 6 3069 0 0} 2,60,677 2 0 


$70,007 | §38.758 |. guoscag5. 












——— oeakdaadcorianenne ae 
9,07,843 10 | 1,28,166 14 0 736 0 0} 2,098,838 16 0 77,682 38,511 | 314,408 
SS | a 







18,740 14 4 56,808 10 9,364 6 0 “n 6 


























23,155 14 10 6,968 3,096} 19,059 
s11 8 naa S71 6 O45 oak, {ean Bs 
SE ery MT Ea aes pre ene LE ENE! —— | 
‘Tetal for corresponding 119 weeks 1,590,182 6 2 502,108 0]  s7os0-14 6 5953 0) 246818 7 $5,691 | 113,618 
of previous yeur. 
increase is due to the | unning of four extra troop traing from N.-W. Ry. to Bombay, 
ngere 1,080 and Meducted Rs. 805 ny ~ 
ce 


do, » 199 On account of 
t 1899. 


arom 4 difference between the approximate and audited figures for the week 
7" ugus' s 
Audited figures up to the week ended bth August 1899, 


ended Sth 
DELHI-UMBALLA-KALKA RAILWAY. 
Approximate Return of Traffic for the week 





ended 28rd September 1899 on 16224 








miles open. 








Coacuine TRavrro, MERCHANDIGN AyD Minera, 


TRavrro, 









TRaPPIC TRAIN-MILES RUN. 





Other earnings 















































otal earnings, — 
(estimated), Tt 
Number of Coachi Weight - 1 
Passengers, receiptes Pate Receipts, Conching, | 4 dive, ber = 
Se . 
Rs. a. p, Mos. 8, Rs. a. p, | ” 
(a)19,998 | (a)27,167 18 0 88,675 10 41,07 6 0) 8, 
107 7 3 vile S415 4 066 mais | A814 | 18,090 
195,926 | *1,68,683 0 0 3715 0-0} 3,97,108 16 | — §77,029 $36,673 |. §1,2 
cay peat) Bs oe a ’ . }, 87 14,309 
ef WFP Renal aac ee edhe 
215,864 | 1,95,850 18 0]  .10,98,019 20 141,404 7 0 781 0 0} 838196 4 H 85,975 40,987 | 1.99. gaa 
eee Ne Remy Sennen ps tare oe nl inane | aoa 
| a 
| 
15,150} 13,863 14 2 73,722 10 11,058 3 0 @ 6 3 25,882 7 | 7.064 S132 10,196 
one 6 7 8 feta 34 Ml 4 oon 159 8 GC) ae Y, ; 
211,088 | 1,783,080 4 4] 0,65,625 10} 98,009 1. 5 9 9} 272,70015 1|  gaoun 98.523 | 1,58, 809 
| +28, 
(a) aoe iaoreens re od to the running of 10 extra treop trains from N.-W. Ry, to Deo ali and Bombay, 
" aren, Friggin Fad between the approximate and audited figyres for the ‘wook ended 
| figures np to the week ended 12th August 1999, 





SOUTH BEHAR RAILWAY. y} 


Approximate Return of Traffic for week ended 16th September 1899 on 78°83 miles open. 









CoacHiIne TRAPFIC. 


a Coaching 






. Motel tor 109 weeks 4. a 


Comranison. 


Total for corresponding week of 
| previous year. 

Per mile of railway corre. 
ie sponding week of previous 
year. 





i © Added No. Be gon Ra. 
ty + Do. Mads. ” oo peered difference between the approzimate and audited figures for the week ended Sth 
§ Audited figures up to the wook ended sth August 1800,” 


Be SOUTH BEHAR RAILWAY. 


EF 


Approximate Return of Trafic for week ended 23rd September 1899 on 78°83 miles open. 








. MERCHANDISE awD MryErat 
Coscutve Travrre. Waadene. . TRavPIC TRAIN-MILES UX, | 














tee ms Receipts. vate i Receipts. 



























Rest foe | ee | ama 
way ayeeee 

Becgeoviccsice ‘wooks of jialf-your| 87,284" 4°,059 5 0 _L9n,ti6 ‘s+ 16,162 11 0+; 
; Total for 114 weeks 
ce ,  CoMPARIsoN. 

Son t for corresponding ~woak of 

Pernille of ralwoy 3 <orreeponding 

Sey el) manor de at 

previous year ee re We 
of papmnaere 82 aod oY 75 t 
jain eas ole on account of difference between the approximate and audited figures for the woek ended 12th Aug 
b Audited figures sits decich oti taper 
nee EASTERN BENGAL STATE RAILWAY. 
(Ivotuprne N. B., Daooa, K.-D., arp Assam-Brnar Szotions.) 
Approximate Keturn of Traffic and Mileage for the week ended 23rd September 1899 on 834 miles open. 
Ooacnine razato. tcc Aree rt aaa, Other earnings, Trarvic ccecauilan 
including | Total earnings, 
" } tumor of | Coaching |woigntcarrind.| Receipts, steam-boat. Disadtiin | Merchan | 
y Mops. 8. Re. 4. B. Bs. a. P.| Ba, a. P. 
teen * 185,200 0 0 
mame tran nk | ha wants 3/88 88) Mtg 3] me sg] mem | wae 


rd 


“ ot neil 
Le tap ltl ee _1,02,98,487 0 |21,00,977 0 0 | 2,87,200 0 0 |88,7,615 0 0 | 00,099 | azine | site 


__ 2,200,100 
“1s1440,457 0 | 23,05,317 0 0| 2,08640 0 0 | 98,00,235 0 0, 433,552 | 406,201 | 99,8 
sonahetanesin ys] sovaieherapaibioceiledh Geimeeatone aerate enemas 








Total tor 12 weeke 





OOMPARTBON. 
Tonal tor corresponding week sia 
Rises of allway correspond Ba 


3 
Sorresponuine Gate 6 | 9,186,898 


12,09,008 0 | 282,070 0 0| 02,00 0 0| 80020 0 0 30,299 | asm | 
Lan o| 984 0 0 00] «45 oo]... a Pee 
1,03,85,438 0 |19,47,081 0 0} 1,07,412 © 0 | 30,07,048 0 0 | aas.o07 | ago,sso | 8? 


* Audited up to 2ut 
peed one ae 4 7 

















DAOCA STATE RalLWway. ca | 
é | 
Approximate Return of Lrafic and Mileage for the week ended 23rd September 1899 on 86 miles open. e235 





Musckaxpras a sep Mawes, 





Ooackine TRAv¥Io, 

















Receipta, 






Re. a.r, Re a.p. 


40 0 
“so0| Mees 


1,535 0 0 | 1,01,142 0 0 
ee ee niece nee 
1,675 0 0| 1,183,772 0 0 














655 0 0; 11,785 0 0 
800 137 0 o 
2,858 0 0) 1,056,591 0 0 













274,083 | 81,816 0 0) 272,005 9 








* Audited up to 29th July 1899, 


MYMENSINGH-JAGANNATHGANJ RAILWAY. 
Approzimate Return of Traffic and Mileage for the 





















Coacuine Trayrro, | MEBOKAMDIeB any Miwenat 





including ferry, . | 
Number of Coaching Weight 


Other earnings, 
receip\ curried, Roseipts, 









Rs. a, P. Rs. a, P, 
Ww 0 0 1 00 
600 a 


















430 0 0 70,785 0 5,139 0 0 
| en | ee 


4 0 0 10,104 0 0 
4,821.0 0 86,875 0 6,000 0 0 
| a ee | ee eee 


|e 
74 0 0) 11,606 0 0 
———_— 





Re. A. P. Mops. s. Ra, ALP, Rs. a, P. 
1,690 600 0 0 11,400 0 710 0.0 900 0 
00 180 0 et 2100 


19,203 | *6,955 0 0 63,250 0| 7,105 0 0 759 0 0 


20,953 | 7,555 0 0 74,089 0| 7815-0 0 7800 0 


1,200 400 0 0 811 0 664 0 0 119 0 0} = 4,948 9 0 
oe 200 807 0 8% 00 100 m00 


14,110 4,893 0 0 46,618 0 4,425 0-0 1,12 0 0 10,510 0 °. 1,816 


(a), Audited up to g01h Joly 1000 
* Bx '. 
$ Tnoldes attest treinsnnilss'320, 


BENGAL CENTRAL RAILWAY COMPANY, LIMITED. 
Approximate Return of Traffic and mileage for the week ended 16th September 1599 on 139 miles open, 





MBROHANDISE AND MINBRAL | 
Coacnine TRAFFIC, Teayvic. 


Mos. 6. 


‘1,19,729 0 18,988 0 0 
mn 0 101 0 0 


717,938 | 74,892 0 0 
8,37,662 0 | 88,880 0 0 


61,729 0 470 0 0 164 0 0 18,07 0 0 
44 0 $8 0 0 100 205 0 0 seesee 
0,95,750 0 80,240 0 0 2,836 0 0 | 1,61,566 0 0 47,300 


* Madited Sth A 5 
t Coaching taille caloulated ox 100 miles onty. 


BENGAL AND NORTH-WESTERN RAILWAY, 
Approximate Return of Traffic for the week ending 23rd September 1899 on 1,035 miles open, 


Coacuixa Taayric, | MEROMAwDreR AnD Mrwanax 


ai : es 
Other earnings TRavvie TRAIN-MILES ROS. 
—————_—___——_—____— |___________________| (estimated), se ————_ 
{ Woight includ. 
meee S| Receipts. Rin Sd | Receipts, Born 8 | Corehine, | < gt ‘Total, 
Ra, | Mos, Re. ‘ 
bile rvs 430 760 ,000 r 
ane ro (a)50, Cat oA 028 (b)79, Son i 
ve me | (1,067,840 | 548,031 58,09,677 


Tovwl for 12} weeks 1,594,270 5,046,391. | -@6,80,177 
22 Lhe! weer” 
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i ASSAM-BENGAL RAILWay. ‘ 


Approximate Return of Traffic for the week ended 16th September 1899 on 396 miles open for all iptions of Traffic and an 
additional 28 mite 


8 for goods and parcels traffic only. 
CoacuinG Travrto, Mancmaxpien asp Mivmrat 
ered eee 
passengers, pts, 


Rs, 4, P, 
















Mops. 8, Rs, 4. Pp, Bs. a. p, 
11,920 0 0 660 00 298 0 0 
Te 070 
121,652 9 0 
1,33,5% 0 9 
———___ 


Bs, 4, | 
535 0 0 3,131 
= oral rH 








25,17,425 0 | 1,024,399 0 0 
BoA oulthallal 

27,60,085 0 | 1,87,087 0 0 | 
fa | 













6,671 0 0} 9,59,669 oo 
6,969 0 0} 2,78,197 9 a) 
a ce) 


35,106 









7,490 0 0 2,58,511 0 12,300 0 0 
26°87 865°23 41'98 
1,06,719 0 9 28,26,049 0 1,28,500 0 0 


234 0 0 
0°80 









20,024 0 0 2,406 

6015 8°68 
7,343 0 0 2,42,562 0 0 
* Includes audited figures for Worklonding Sth August 1899, 
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FINANCIAL YEAR, 


Approximate Statement oY Gross Receipts of the Assam-Bengal Railway, 









YOR WEEK ENDING 
17TH BErrEeMoER 1898, 
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Minn Butea me | Bucuress APRIL 1899 To 169 


RECEIPTS PROM Igr 
APRIL 1898 To lite 
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“ae | ee" 
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FIRST NOTE ON THE INDIGO OROP OF THE LOWER 
PROVINOES OF BENGAL FOR THE YEAR 1899, 
Tue following is published for general information, 

Revenve Derrt., F, A. Stack, 
The 6th October 1899.  Offy. Secy. to the Govt, of Bengal. 


DEPARTMENT OF LAND RECORDS AND 
AGRICULTURE, BENGAL. 





First note on the Indigo crop of the Lower Provinces of Bengal * 
: Sor the year 1899, 


Explanatory.—The — note furnishes estimates of the 
area and outturn of indigo in the twenty-one indigo-growi 
districts of these Provinces. The principal indigo-growin 
districts of Bengal are the five districts of “ North Bihar” an 
the districts of Purnea, Malda, Nadia, and Murshidabad in 
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“Lower Bengal.” The figures of normal area have been 
revised by several district officers since the date of last year’s 
report, in consequence of which the provincial total stands at 
514,500 acres against 582,400 acres in 1898. 

Character of the season.—The season was on the whole 
favourable for sowing and for the germination and early 

rowth of the crop, but excessive and incessant rain in June, 
sey, and August, together with floods due to that rainfall, 
ruined the prospects of a fair outturn, 

Area sown.—The area under indigo in 1899 is estimated 
at 437,400 acres against 478,100 acres cultivated in 1898, 
The large decrease (about 14 per cent.) is due to *the steady 
decline of the industry in the chief indigo-growing districts 
of Lower Bengal, especially in Midnapore, Nadia, Murshida- 
bad, and Rajshahi, where several factories have been closed. 
It is anticipated that the area under this crop in North 
Bihar will shortly be reduced also, but no contraction is as 
yet observable. 

Outturn.—Bhagalpur (90 per cent.) is the only indigo 
district of any importance in which an outturn of over 75 
per cent. of the normal is anticipated. The average outturn 
expected in the three districts of Champaran, Muzaffarpur, 
and Darbhanga, in which 255,000 acres are under this crop, 
is only 57 per cont. It is probable that the average crop 
throughout Bengal and Bihar will not exceed 60 per cent. 
of a normal or 16-anna crop. 

Messrs, Baines and Company estimate a total outturn of 
15,250 factory maunds of indigo in the districts of Lower 
Bengal as against an outturn of 21,000 maunds in 1898, In 
Bihar the estimate of the first cuttings amounts to a total of 
40,000 maunds against an outturn of 54,000 maunds from 
these cuttings in 1898. No complete estimate has yet been 
framed by this firm of the total outturn to be ex in 
Bihar. The reports received from all the chief indigo- 
growing districts are so gloomy that it seems improbable 
that the total outturn will exceed 15,000 maunds in Lower 
Bengal and 50,000 maunds in Bihar. 


D: L. Roy, 


Asst. Director of the Dept. of Land 
Records and Agriculture, Bengal, 


(Countersigned), 


P. C, LYON, 
Director of the Dept, of Land Records 
and Agriculture, Bengal. 


Catcurra, 
The 4th October 1899. 





_ First Forecast of the Indigo Crop of Bengal, 1899, 
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FIRST FOREOAST OF THE WINTER RICE OROP 
IN BENGAL, 1899, 





Tue following is published for general information. 
F. A. Stack, 
The 10th October 1899, Offg. Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal, 





' DEPARTMENT OF LAND RECORDS AND 
AGRICULTURE, BENGAL. * 


eae tes <4 
First forecast of the winter rics crop in Bengal, 1899, * 
Lxplanatory.—This /Yeport gives estimates of the area 


and = eg of the winter rice crop up to the middle of 
er. 

2. Character of the season,— The ante-monsoon showers, 
which are of great importance in the reparation of rice 
lands, commenced about the end of the fret week of April. 
In this month, the rainfall was above the avera through- 
out these Provinces, exce ing North Bengal, where it was 
slightly in defect.’ In ay, it was above the normal in 

Bengal, Orissa, and South-West Bengal. In North 
Bengal and in the Bhagalpur and Chota Nagpur Divisions, 
it was below the normal; and in the rest of Bihar, it was 
practically normal. The heaviest rain in this month fell 

Bengal, where the average for the whole division 


excepting in Orissa, where there was a slight deficiency. 
The excess was marked in North Bengal, Chota Nagpur, 
and in some parts of Bihar and South-West Bengal. In 
July, the rainfall was exceptionally heavy and continuous 
over the greater part of the Province, Orissa and the south 
of Chota Nagpur being the only tracts wheré it fell short 
of the normal. The rainfall in August was excessive in 
North Bengal, East Bengal, and Bihar; but noticeably 
deficient in Chota Nagpur and Orissa. It was also a little 
below the normal in outh- West Bengal. In September, 
the rainfall has been general, except in Orissa and Chota 
Nagpur, where it has been again in defect, 


ur, Dacca, Noakhali, Saran, Purnea, and Manbhum, 

and, in uence, the total normal area for the Province is 
aulernal a8 31,244,800 acres, against 30,987,000 acres 
returned in the forecast of the winter rico crop of 1898, 
The area sown with winter rice this year is estimated at 
31,349,600 acres against 31,685,500 acres sown in the pre- 
vious year. The small contraction in area is due to the 
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swamping of the low-lying rice areas by floods caused 
exchadive vail in the cal “ot June, and tn July and Mivart 
which prevented transplantation on many Jands that had 
been already prepared for this crop, It is to be noticed, 
however, that the weather was favourable for sowing on 
high lands, so that the reduction of the area in low lands 
was Hane dames for, to some extent, by the cultivation of 
high lands not ordinarily grown with rice. In some districts 
jute supplanted rice, pring to a rise in its price, and a simul- 
taneous fall in the price of rice at the close of last year. , 
4, Character of the crop.—From the district returns 
“appended to this note, it will be seen that out of the 45 dis- 
tricts of these Provinces, 12 districts, viz., Midnapore, Dinaj- 
ur, Darjeeling, Rangpur, Bogra, Pabna, Dacca, Champaran, 
hagalpur, the Sonthal Parganas, Palamau, and Singhbhum, 
return/estimates of crops above the normal of 100 per cent., 
six districts, viz., Birbhum, Mymensingh, Chittagong, Gaya, 
Malda, and Manbhum return normal crops; and 26 districts 
return crops varying from 76 per cent. to below 100 per cent. 
Only one district, viz., Angul, shows a poor crop of 50 per 
cent. The returns from Bihar vary considerably, those 
from North Bengal are uniformly high, while the estimates 
sent up from Central and East Bengal and Orissa are on the 
whole poor, On comparing the estimates of outturn for this 
year with the corresponding figures of last year, it will 
eppons that 13 out of the 45 districts report better crops 
than those of last year, three report equal crops, and 29 
worse crops. 

5. Outturn.—The rice crop in many low-lying areas has 
been damaged by excess of rain in the latter half of June 
- and in July and August, and insects are reported to have done 
some injury in the districts of Khulna, Dacca, Backergunge, 
Noakhali, and Puri. The weather has, however, been favour- 
able during September, and prospects are good at present. 
Taking all these circumstances into consideration, it may be 
estimated that 95 per cent. of a normal outturn will be obtain- 
ed, and it is possible that, if favourable showers fall in Octo- 
ber and the crop is harvested in fine weather, the outturn 
may reach the normal, 


N. N. Banenset, 


Assistant Director of Land Records 
and Agriculture, Bengal. 


Countersigned. 


P. C. LYON, 
Director of the Dept. of Land Records 
and Agriculture, Bengal. 
Caxcurra, re es ati 
The 10th October 1899. rotate fet 
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Arpenprx II, 
Statement of Rainfall Srom May to September 1899. 
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* WEATHER AND OROP REPORT. 


For the week ending the 9th October 1899. 


Burdwan.—No rain. Weather seasonable. Threshing of aus commenced. Aman and 
the other standing crops are doing well. Rain is much needed for the aman crop. Fodder 
and water sufliciont. Cattle-disease in Katwa decreasing. Common rice selling as 


follows :—- 


; 8rs. 
Sadar was ae ats 16 
Kalna _ see eco 14 
Katwa a was iy ri per rupee. 
Raniganj bs se ni 12 


Birbhum.—No rain. Weather hot. More rain wanted. Prospect of paddy continues 
good. Fodder sufficient. Price of common rice at Sadar 15 seers and Rampur Hat 16 
seers per tupee. 

Bankura.—Rainfall nil. Weather fair and hot. . Harvesting of aus continues. Stand- 
ing crops doing well, but more rain is wanted. Fodder and water sufficient. Cattle-disease 
reported from one village in outpost Barjorah. Price of common rice at Bankura 15 seors 
and, at Vishnupur 16} seers per rupee. 

Midnapore.—No rain. Weather seasonable, Prospects of crops very good. Cattle- 
disease reported from Jhargram and Salbani. Common rice sells as follows :— 


Srs. cH. 
Sadar toe eve eee 16 0 
Contui eee tee eee 19 0 ? per rupee. 
Tamluk vos oa eos 14 3} 


Hooghly.—No rain. Harvesting of aus and jute continues. Aman doing well. Com- 
mon rice sells at 14 seers per rupee. 

Howrah.—No rain. Weather scasonable. Harvesting of aus nearly over. Trans- 
plantation of aman finished. Jute and sugarcane doing well. Fodder and water sufficient. 
Common rice selling at 13] seers per rupee. 

24-Parganas.—Rainfall at Sader nil. Rain at Basirhat -19. Weather seasonable. 
Prospects of standing crops good. Harvesting of aus nearly finished. Steeping of jute 
and its fibre extracting goigon. No cattle-disease. Fodder and water sufficient. Oom- 
mon rice sells as follows :— . 


8rs. 
Sadar <anhi 3 aa ave 13 
Barasat ioe ase ae 144 
Basirhat wr Si was 14. {Pet rupee. 
Diamond Harbour se ve 14 


Nadia.—Rain at Chuadanga *29. Weather seasonable. Prospects of aman good. 
Rabi crops are being sown. Fodder and water sufficient. Price of common rice stationary. 


Murshidabad.—No rain. Weather hot. Harvesting of bhadoi finished. State of 
standing crops good. Sugarcane and mulberry doing well. Sowing of kadai still continues, 
No cattle-disease reported, Fodder and water sufficient. Common rice sells as follows :— 


8rs. 
peer eee w oo 3 } 
angipur : Af ah an er rupee. 
Kank +e oe see 18} ¥ ue 


Jessore.—Rainfall at Sadfir nil, Thenida nil, Magura *81, Narail ‘21, Bangaon nil. 
Weather sultry. Harvesting of aus aps aa Cultivation for winter crops going on. 
Steeping of jute almost over. Prospects of standing crops good. Rivers going down. Rain 
a, wanted, No cattle-disease reported. Fodder and water sufficient. Oommon rice sells 
as follows :— 


8rs. 
Sadar os oe ies 173 
+ son ove ove tee 18 
agura ove eee oo 38 r rupee. 
arail see ove oe «=o 17H pegs 


Bangaon ie a nee 20 






Khulna.—Rainfall at Sadar ‘08, Bagerhat ‘34, 





Weather wot fle 





Satkhira +26, 
Seanty rainfall. Transplantation of aman leted. Prospects fairy Fodd 
ly Common rice sells as follows :— ps eats 
Sadar = 
oss eeu oe . 174 
that oa eee eee 16 . 
Batkhin Ee Seep 
Rajshahi.—No rain. Prospects of standing crops good. Cutting and steepi f jute 
in progress. No cattle-disease, Fodder and water available, Feary tice eal mt 18 


seers per rupee. 


‘ Dinajpur.—Rainfall nil. Weather hot. 
water sufficient. Rive selling at Sadar 16 seers and at Thakurgaon 18 seers 


Fodder and 
per rupee, 


Jalpaiguri.—Rainfall nil. Weather seasonable, 
Common rice sells at 14} seers per rupee. Fodder and water 


being prepared for tobacco, 
sufficient. y 


Standing crops fair. No cattle-diseaso. 


Winter rice doing well. Lands are 


Darjeeling.—Rainfall at Darjeeling nil, Siliguri 1:07. Weather seasonable. Zid/s— 
Bhadoi and haimanti paddy, chota and bara marua, kalai and phaphar are doing well. 


Terai— Washing of jute going on ; bhadoi reaped ; 


sells as follows :— 


’ Hills ooo eco 
Terai oes ooo 


¢ paddy Progressing, Ooarse rice 
Srs, 
8 


Bhutta sells at Darjecling 16 seers and Kalimpong 36 seers per rupee, 
Rangpur.—No rain. Weather hot and fair 3, cloudy occasionally, a ee of 


winter rice and steeping of jute still continue. Fodder and water sufficient, 


sells at 


16 seers 10 chitaks per rupee. Osttle-disease prevailing in Nilphamari. 


Bogra.—No rain. Washing of jute 
Oommon rice selling at 174 seers per rupee, 


water ample, 


going on. Prospects of crops good. Fodder and 


Pabna.—Rainfall nil, Sirajganj -05, rte mornings cool. Prospects good, but 


rain wanted. Oommon rico sells at 15 seers 


Dacca.—Rainfall at Sadar 1°32, M 
able. Prospects of standing crops good. 


common rice stationary. 


44 ks per rupee, 
nshigenj 1°41, Narai 


j ‘89. Weather season- 
e-disease 


‘older available. No . Price of 


Mymensingh.—Rainfall at Sadar nil, Tangail 2°13, Kishorganj 2:21, Netrokona -1J, 
Weathy seasonable. Prospects of oro good. Condition of cattle good. Fodder and 
water sufficient. Common rice sells as follows :— 3 

rs, 
Sadar Se eee Be) 
Jamalpur sy cose a 
Netrokona aos + 17 Sper rupee. 
Kishorganj na ple cB 
Tang tee ailiees sae dO 


Faridpur,—Rainfall at Sadar 1:13, Goalundo nil. 
State and prospects of crops good. Common rice sells at 16 seors per rupee. 


able, 


Back .—Rainfall at Sadar ‘20, 
Common =A feo ag 


Madaripur 1-70. Weather season- 


Weather seasonable. Prospects of crops fair. 


at 14 seers (aman) and 18 seers (aus) per rupee. 


Ti —Rainfall at Sadar 07, Brahmanbaria 1:23, Chandpur *15, Nights cool, days 
hot. Cutting of jute’ nearly completed. Prospects of amas favourable. Average price of 


common rice 17} seers per rupee. 


Noakhali.—Rainfall at Sadar 2°48, Feni ‘16, P of crops fair. Transplantation 
of aman finished. Lands being ploughed for rabi crops. Veterinary assistant treating cattle. 
disease at Chagalnaya, Fodder and water good, Common rice (aman) 15 seers and (aus) 
18} seers per rupee. 

Chittagong.—Rainfall 1-07. Prospects good. Water ‘and fodder sufficient, Com. 
mon rice 16 seers per rupee, 


Patna.—Rainfall nil. Lands being p 


der and water for cattle sufficient, 


Gaya.—Rainfall nil, 
12 seers per rupee. 


ared for rabi crops. - No cattle-disease. Fod- 
Cansen ten in Patna sells at 14} seers per rupee. 


Paddy suffering for want of rain. Common rice selling at 






hte —No rain. Paddy promising. Rain wanted, 154 cases of cattle-disease 
r d. Fodder and water abundant, Rice 11 seers perrupeoat Sadar, 9 
_ Saran—No rain Weather seasonable. Harvesting of bhadoi completed. Cultiva- 
tion for rabi progressing. Paddy promising. Hathia rain tly required. Average price 
of common rice {3 seers 6 chitaks and makai 14 seers 12 chitaks per rupee. 


_ Champaran.— Prospects of winter rice are not so good, as practically no rain has fallen 
during the last fortnight. Fields are being pre; for rabi, but rain is wanted for sowing. 
Prices of common rice and maize have risen to 13} and 16} seers per rupee respectively, 


Muzaffarpur.—Rainfall nil. Standing crops doing well. Prospects fair. Preparation 
for rabi sowing in progress. Prices rising and are—Oommon rice 12 seers, wheat 114 seers, 
harley 16 seers, makai 13 seers, gram 12} seers, and rahar 14 seers per rupeo. 


Darbhanga.—No rain. Weather hot. Prospects ‘of standing crops good. Fields 
being erent for rabi Fodder and water sufficient. No cattle-disease reported, Qommon 


rice sells as follows :— 
Srs. 
Sadar sar be v L14 ei 
Samastipur tee oe a per rupee. 
Madhubani ‘9 sea it 13-10 
Monghyr.—No rain. Nights cool. Days still hot. Sowing of wheat and gram com- 
menced in p) Aghani rice is of great promise, Sugarcane good. Oommon rice sells 
as follows :— 
P ; Srs. Ch. 
Monghyr : tee sos prea a" | 
Begusarai abs ayes -. 12 8 per rupee. 
Jamui ih ‘ee ‘ai _i 0 


Bhagalpur.—Rainfall nil. Weather seasonable, Winter rice and sugarcane doi 
well. Bhadoi still being harvested. A few cases of cattle-diseage reported from Pastabgant 
and Belhar, Water and fodder sufficient. Common rice sells as follows:— — 


‘ Srs. Oh. 
Sadar “ PA oe bi “ 
Madhipura ee <a =e 
Supau a ay Ry Neck Re OY ell 
Banka ons sos we 18 2 
Purnea.—No rain. Weather soasonable. ——— of standing d.. Trans- 
plantation of aghoni completed, Lands being ae for ravi sowings. Smaindlliooe. 
Fodder and water sufficiont, Qommon rico sells as follows ;— 
Brs. 
Sadar on ver “4 
Kishan, oe - one rupee. 
oe “ a9 eee 20} ay er 


Malda.—Rainfall nil, Weather seasonable. Sowing of kala nearly finished. Lands 
being prepared for rabi crops. Prospects of winter rice . Oattle-disease decreasing. 
Average price of coarse rice 16 soers per rupee. Fodder and woter sufficient. 


Sonthal Parganas.—No rain. Weather clear and seasonably cool. Prospects of 
winter crops favourable, but more rain wanted for high-land paddy. Some damage done 
to standing crops at Godda by the late flood. Fodder and’ water sufficient. Average price 
of common rice 13% seers and of Indian-corn 28 seers per rupee. 


Cuttack.—Rainfall nil. Weather hot in the day and cool at night. Rain badly 
wanted for all sorts of crops. omen fe marine. of beali nearly over. Sarad seriously 


damaged in places by. insects, and drou, ugarcane, turmeric, arhar and biri are 
growing. Condition of cattle good. Fodder and water sufficiont. Common rice sells as 
ollows:— 
8rs, Ch, 

— ove see one - = 

ajpur a oe eee one 

Kendrapara tis aie soe | BES Li eee oe 

Banki ove aes Pa * Feber) 


















Balasore. —No vain, ° ceding of wrid eontinues. Aus being harvested. : Winkeaaliee 
and i well. — on high lands in Agripira chakla suffering for ity 
oats, ee mgt soer's psp the fafacice, and-al 17 and 18 hers at Balasore 
and Bhadrak respectively. Oattle-disease reported from places. Fodder sufficient. 


Angul.—No rain. Weather hot and dry. Condition of paddy and radi bad. If rain 

. falls sete low-land paddy and radi will be saved to some extent. Sowing of rabi- 

retarded. Common rice sells at Angul 16 scers and at Khondmals 12 soors per rupee. Cattle 
pox continues at Bisipara, 


Puri—No rain. Weather hot. Sarad withoring for want of fain. Mandia and. beali 
harvested. Kulthi and tit being sown. Prospects of © and other miscellaneous 
crops good, Damage by insect-pests reported from parts of the district. Cattle-disease 
continues in some places. Common Tico sells as follows _— 





8rs. Ch. 
ae es He 
wwe aii dee per rupee. 
Interior of district... ~~ 18 8 


Hazaribagh.—Rainfall nil. Moro rain badly wanted. Common tive selling at 12 to 14 
seers per rupee. 


Ranchi.—Rainfall nil. Weather hot and dry. Winter rico crop badly suffering for 
want of moisture. Rain seriously wanted. Rice sells at 9 soers per rupee in Ranchi and 15 
“seers in the interior. No cattle-diseaso. Fodder and water sufficient. 


Palamau.—No rain. rig hot ; nights cool. Upland paddy suffering much for want of 
rain. Rabi sowing is retarded, Prices are—rioo 94 seers, makai 16 seers, mandua 18 seers, 
barley 18 seors, wheat, 12 seers, and gram 16 seers per rupee. Fodder and water sufficient. 


Manbhum.—No rain. Weather seasonable. Bhadoi crops fair. Winter rice suffers 
from want of rain in some places. An average crop is expected. Cattle-disease reported 
from police-stations Gobindpur, Tundi, Topchanchi, and Nirsa. Fodder and drinking-water 
sufficient. Average price of common rice at Sadar 15 seers 9 chitaks and at ra Shei 
18 seers per rupee. Supply sufficient. 

Singhbhum.—No rain. Distress is cortain in the west of the district. Unless rain is 
received there will bo a scarcity in the east also. Common rico sells at 14 seors 11 chitaks 
per rupee. : 


General Summary.—There was somo rain in East Bengal and in a few places in 
Central Bengal during the week. The reports from Orissa and Chota Nagpur continue very 
unsatisfactory owing to the prolonged drought. Elsewhere the crops are in good condition, 
but some rain is now required for the high lands. The fields are being p for the 
page Pb some of which are being.sown. The price of rice is re to have risen in 
t iots of the Patna Division and in Monghyr, Bhagalpur, Ou’ » Ranchi, Palamau, 
and Singhbhum: elsewhere it is almost stationary. attle-disease is reported from a few 
districts. Fodder is everywhere sufficient. 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
F. A. SLACK, 


Offg. Secretary to the Govt. of Bengal. 
Revenve Deparment, 
The 10th October 1899, 
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Abstract of the Results of Meteorological Observations taken at the Alipore 
; Observatory in the month of September 1899. 





The mean pressure of the month ~ 
The average 


The lowest pressure in the month 


The range of pressure... es 


The total number of hours of se sunshine during the month 
sunshine Woe 


The maximum possible number o 


The mean temperature of the month ... Se Pe 
The average temperature of September from 24 years’ registers 


The highest temperature in the month 


The lowest temperature in the ménth .., eae 
The range of temperature during the month E a2 we S78 


pressure of September from 24 years’ registers i vee 
The highest pressure in deecticath ee 


hours of 


Inches. Date, Hoor. 


se = 29°724 

29°682 

ae +  29°884 27th 
see =: 29°393 28rd 

0:491 


10th 
16th 


9th 
18th and 24th. , 


« The mean daily range of temperature ... Kis ahs 
The greatest range of temperature in one day oa nove OSG) Ord 
Per cent, 
The mean humidity of the month oat ove be 86 
The average humidity of September from 24 years’ registers ., 85 
4 Inches. 
The mean vapour tension of the month 3 ise 0-999 
‘The average bs pers tension of September from 9 years’ registers 0987 
The mean cloud proportion of the month bs 5:80 


The average cloud proportion of September from 22 years’ registers 691 


The total rainfall of the month 


The total rainfall indicated by a Beckley’s self-registering rain. 
gauge (mouth of the gauge about 52 feet above the ground) 8:03 


on 894 
ing rain- 


The average fall of September from 24 years’ registers 10:18 
The plana fall in 24 hours ia be eek 430 28rd 
, Days, 
The number of rainy days in the month *- "ee 12 
The ave number of rainy days in September from 48 
years’ registers ee i a ae 21 
The'mean maximum equilibrium temperature of solar radiation f-) 
during the month. oa ao «- 143-0 
The mean difference of sun.and air temperatures... «- §=—- 3:2 
The greatest sun temperature . obs Rs - 1642 18th 
The greatest excess of sun over air temperature... . -» 61:6 18th 
The mean temperature of the nocturnal radiation thermometer 
on woollen cloth ash = ae ss 766 
The mean depression of the nocturnal radiation thermometer 
below the minimum air temperature at “4 feet above the 
ground... : 3 ae Bc, ee <a 27 
The ep depression of the nocturnal radiation thermometer 
ow the minimum air temperature oat ie 58 
Miles, 
The mean movement of the wind per day sts vee) 76:0 
The greatest movement of the wind in one OP Yous + 240°0 24th 
The greatest movement of the wind in one hour e+ 17-0 28rd, 9 to 10 Pr, 


The number of hours with winds from each of the 8 









aes 
N, 42, N.E. 27, E. 40, 8.E. 47, 8. 147, 8.W. 179, W. 94, NW. 42, Calm 102, 
_ The results of observations at the Alipore Observatory are not rigorously comparable with the 


pore, 
years 
standard 


* 


Murrorotoorcar, Orvior, Govr. or Inpta, 


—— Caloutta, the Yh October 1899, 


ature 
20 
“the 


of at the Park Street Observatory). “The barom 
nl yg thiogs being equal, reads therefore :003 lower. 
is also ater at Alipore, and the mean 
eter which ee — heen mgr = 
and w 8 is "6 higher e Kew Standard th 
at oes at the present Observatory. '- ei 


eter is about 38 feet higher at 


The diurnal of temper- 
temperature apparently equal, ro final] ee 
at the Surveyor-General’s Office i 


ermometer, which is 


G. W. Kvcutzr, 


For Meteorological Reporter to the Govt. of India, 
and Director-General of Indian Observatories. 
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* Results of the Meteorological Observations tales at the, ‘bison: Observatory from 











1st to 7th October 1899. — ‘ 
% ‘TRMPRRATORE. Hyonowerny. ; Winn. . yew 
E waren rep eee tied 
a: ‘ 
cs 3 | Rain, WEATHER 
z |. _ Preyuiling direo- ¢ 
i H | sion. 4 
E & a ‘ 2 
‘ uf * Inche- % rags Inches, 
829} 906) 18-0 | 776 | 792 | 0-952) 77-7 | 85°! ESE and cals ef) 20) OND cloudy, oa 
; bs 3 
o | 2nd | 1473) 76 868 | 83°6| 91-2) 18:7 | 775 789 926 | 769 | 81 | NNWand calm... 45 





























1899, J Inches. 
Oct. | Ist | 1467) 8-8 | 29-828 
w [Sa"] doa] 74) 917 | ge) 914) 192] 782) 800) -907) 792 83 | n and.calm .; | | . w “| Partlaly ~ coaty 
oes 
» {4th au 68 | 800) BBS) O21) 187 | 784 | 77-5) “867! 749) 76) NNEandoalm:...| 23} ,, | Partially cloudy, 
2. 
w» Sth |146-7, 98) 843] 824) 910) 171 | 739)| 763) +826) 735) 75} wsw,  wnw| 41 w > | Chiefly clear, 
" | and calm. {dame 
6th }1451} 9-6] +895 | 83-0). ora 18:9 | 752 | 78:2) -902| 7641 | 80 Bi sl atin PY Chiefly clear, 
ts ‘s 146-7} 9g} 885) 841 "7] 187 | 77-2| 79-1] +928) 769 | 79 BW 5 62)» rt cloudy, 
ae Ino! 
The mean pressure of the seven days AS 29:860 
The average pressure of the corresponding petiod for 24 years, Siete eateat : 
Office ope ake +a ‘6 ae a0°764 
Ths total inpbber’of houses tightwunshind as, - i 548 
The maximum possible number of hours of sunshine ove ad 82°8 
The mean temperature of the seven days 83:4 
“The average temperature of the corresponding, period for 24 yours, Surveyor- ° 
General’s Office eee ; tee se 83:3 
The extreme variation of temperature | tea hen ae 22 we 18:2 
The maximum temperatureg <a 1 tog se dee 92'1 
The highest velocity of the wind in one hour... Raa am ie a Y 
° s 
The mean relative humidity {2 
The average relative Tip of the corresponding ee for 24 years, 
Surveyor-General’s Office ie a aie ian 82 
Tho total fall of rain from Ist to 7th October 1809 2 ‘NT 
_ The mreee? fall of the corresponding period for 24 yours, Surveyor-General’s 
“The total fall from Ist January to 7th Ootober 1899 ms 68-95 “ 


The average fall of the eee period for 24 _ Years, Surveyor-General’s 


The mean pressure, temperature, &o., are deduced from the traces of the Baro; yl 
and from observations made at Gh.» 10h, "Y6h,; aud 22h. raph and 
he maximum minimum temperatures are obtained from self- istoring thermometers. th 
thermometers are verified and the readings have been corrected to a Dealaal” copaticlad and iuie the 
_ yo ayti They are exposed under a thatched shed open at the sides, and are suspended four feet 
ve the groun 


The barometer readings are corrected approximately to those of the standard, Newman's No, 86, 


_ formerly at the Surveyor-General’s Office. 


The hy ygrometrioclomonts are obtained from ‘Tables ITI, 1V, and V of the official tables computed in 
| modifications formula. 


SEs fa, 

directions @ movement are taken from the trace of 

The mouth of the ran-gwuge io ane foot shove the grown : é nie 
2, dew. ? 


is Merzoroxoctcat Orvicz, Govr. or Inpta, 


-— Galoutta, the 9th October 1829. 
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Vital Statistics of Towns in Benga with a population of 20,000 and over during the month of August 1899. 
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‘-” RASTERN BENGAL STATE RAILWAY. 
* (Ixctupine N. B., Dacoa, 


K.-D., arp Assam-Brnar Sxorions,) 

















Approximate heturn of Trafic and Mileage for the week ended 80th September 1899 on 834 miles open, 





Ooacnrme TRravrtc, Muncuaypuas 450 Minwear 


Trarvic TRAIN.MILES RUN, 
= be to Total earnings, 
Coaching Mesohan- Total, 






Number of 
passengers, 





receipe, Weight carried. | Reosipts, | steam-boat, Corching, 








Rs, A,r, Mos, o,| Re. a. v, Raa.r.| Re ae 
, $15,720 0 0 | ° 42,140 0 0/ 4,60,800 0 0 . , $6,698 
abe | MES G8] Mena g] Sth ¢ a] “ane 0 0) 4 oe] cue] wae | ae 
s 2,403,478 | 10,88,507 0 0) 1,14,83,701. 9 23,78,248 0 0} 1,68,502 0 0 36,85,315 0 0 432,114 469,337 | 901,451 
ee en | amt | SEES “OO Tom 00 aaa er 
«| 9,607,618 ,PAT 0 0! 1,28,85,101 0 | 96,983,966 0 10,709 0 0 | 40,905,615 40 0| 468,094 | [919,155 | 938,089 
PrRBraerilc of | et 85 015 00 


185,858 | 83,118 0 | — 15,37,028 0 | 9,70,199 0 9 19401 00) 3,70,665 0 0] 33,919 
207 102 0 0 1,636 0 336 0 0 1:0 0 #900) 1. oo sdoall 
9,908,410 © 0) 1,16,03,361 0 | 29,83,009 0 0] 2,00,813 0 9 34,31,292 


$ Audited up to 12¢h August 1800, __, 
Nore—Increaso chiefly des ty juto, Brain and pulse and sundries, 
DACCA STATE RAILWAY, 


Approximate Return of Traffic and Mileage for the week ended 30th September 1899 on 86 miles open, 















MmrROwANDISE AWD Minera 
‘Travyic, 
watt | Receipts, 
Ra. a. Pv, Mos. 5, Re. 4.7, Re, a.r, 
20,100 9,14 0 0 930 0 00 80 
"330 106 0 0 ba sg fei 108 

















2,96,000 | 86,882 9 9 333,980 0 
3,206,000 | 95,902 0 0 836,919 0 
—_—$— | | _ 










4,919 0 0 1,651 0 0 


ae | 
» Totalfor 13 weeks .,, 30,289 0 0 1,781 0 0 
———— |} 






ComPaRison. 





23,159 6,953 0 0/* 42,098 0 8,935 0 0 200 
209 81 0 0 41 0 #600 100 
2,907,082 | 88,109 0 0 514,357 0) 95,302 0 0] goo 0 o 















* Audited up to 12th Auguis 1899, 


MYMENSINGH-JAGANNATH GANJ RAILWay. 
Approvimate Return of Traffic and Mileage for the week 





ended 30th September 1999 on 33 miles open, 


Coacnine Traero, MBRCHANDISR ae Miveea, 


TRav¥io TRAIN-MIERS RUM, 


Other earnings, 
STINTS, Saaremaa ~__ |inaluding terry:} Total earnings, ——_—_ - 
Number of | Coaching » Weighs | Reoeipte, | ace 
Rs. a, P, y 
0 the yi 
repos half: 





Mos. 8, Re, a. P, 


90 0 0 7,000 0 $80 0 0 
2 0 0 233 0 








* Includes 690, ry 
t Audited by yy ee 1899, 





0 0! 4,45,979 458,421, 904,400 : 


8,843 0 0 31,008 0] 9880 0 0 yi | gy 8 
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seve seve ei Bs 


Eg 








: 


| 


& 


tt ah eee 
tr as a 
Decrease... - we Rae Saye a bree 121 


Receipts from Ist July to 80th 
- a pte a uly ee wpe tne | hi ws.  1,67,896 


. 
: 
: 
_ 
J 
on 


| 


a 
- 


| 





Hy 
3 
: 
oo 
otos 


- os oo” ee «. —«:12,818 0 
j . ee ae 
. : ‘ 
, a 
. * 
* mg ae 


Pe 
a 





z 


i a 





: . 3 





Sie AS 








SUPPLEMENT TO 


The Calcutta Gazette. 
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the Road and Public Works Coss Operations for the year th» month of Sepa: 1200 he'Provinéo of Bengal for he 


1898-09 i, of Rai ntall o 
Weather and, Orop Report’ for the ‘week ‘ending 16th anterleee ‘stations in’ Belial in nw 
1801 | Sagerlie Reka Branch Railway for the haityear ending 
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RESOLUTION ON THE REPORT OF THE BOARD OF REVENUE ON 
<ae ROAD AND PUBLIO WORKS OESS OPERATIONS 
FOR TH YEAR 1898.99, 


FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT.—ROAD & P. W. CESS, 
Darjeeling, the 11th October 1899, 
RESOLUTION—No. 5828R.P. 


ages 
of the Board of Revenue on the Road and Public Works Cess operations 


or the year 1898-99. 
The Road and Public Works Cesses were levied at the maximum rate of 
one anna in or: = during the year under review in all the districts in 


which Act IX ) of 1880 isin force. The following table compares the 
main results of t . working of the Act during the past two years :— 
1897-98. 1898-99, 
1) Current‘net demand... «. Rs, 89,66,809 Re. 90,388,880 
a Artear 5, 5 ie A ee tee ae 
(3) Total oe ve gy-1,07,88,687 ,, —-'1,08,99,821 
(4) Total collections» a 19m 88,71,693 _,, 90,06,445 
&. ‘Remissions aw AD ge 81,818 ,, 56,005 
fe). Net balance! be! seh) ay 18,765,440 ,, 19, 07, 444 
(7) Percen’ of total ection’ on 
‘ soret Ohasea a ae 99-0 99°6 


tdge: of cubtda” Golledtlba® oa 
jacideosor ss To Bb gee a 843 829 








1897-98, 1898-99, 


arrear deman 3 noe 80-2 80:1 
(10) Number of revenue-paying estates J 


(9) —— pal es collections on 


assessed a at 246,638 252,436 
(11) Number of revenue-free estates and 
rent-free tenures assessed * 145,271 146,481 
(12) Number of tenures assessed tee 1,521,897 1,575,142 
(13) Number of recorded shareholders in , 
1,465,359 1,502,091 


estates eee eee 
(14) Number of recorded shareholders in - 

tenures eee oe 2,606,190 2,697,840 
(15) Current demand of land revenue ... Rs, 8,85,33,272 Rs. 8,90,03,120 


The increase in the current demand has been obtained by revaluations and 
re-assessments in the districts of Burdwan, Mymensingh, and Backergunge. 

The total collections show an increase of Rs. 1,34,752 over the figures. of 
the previous year ; but, owing to the enhanced demand, the balance outstand- 
ing at the close of the year increased by Rs. 32,004. The percentage of current 
odflections on the current demand was 82-9 against 84°3, in 1897-98, and that 
of total collections on the current demand 99°6 against 99°0. The result was, 
on the whole, satisfactory. 

2. in comparing the results of collections in the various districts as given 

in the following paragraphs, it should be noted that effect has not yet been 
given to the suggestion made by Government in 1894, that in calculating the 
percentage of Bellectiona on demand the amount affected by the 15 days’ grace 
allowed by law, should be eliminated from the arrear. The Board Propose to 
issue instructions which will ensure that this shall be done in future, and when 
this change is effected, the figures and explanations of the local officers will 
afford a juster criterion of the comparative standard of collections than they do 
at present. For the present year the mode of calculation hitherto adopted has 
been retained. 

3. The following districts succeeded in attaining the accepted standard of 
cess administration for the first class, and showed a percentage of current 
collections above 90 per cent. and arrear collections above 80 per cent. during 
the year:— 

———S—————— 


Percentage of current collections Percentage of arrear collections 
on net current demand. on net arrear demand. 


106.00 1807-08 | 1806-07, | 1898-99, 1807.98. 1896-97. 


eae | 





Disrricr. 




















1 2 3 i | 5 | 6 | 7 
Darjecling Ay 99°9 99°7 94:4 100 
Jalpaiguri re 99°7 - 997 100 100 
Singhbhum aks 98°9 100 100 100 * 
Purnea “ 97°4 89:7 35:0 914 
Malda a 957 96°7 » (992 99:2 
Bogra ‘ss 94:8 94°8 100 99°9 
Dinajpur oe 94:4 95°7 100 99°9 
Balasore tee 93°7 93°4 67-0 73-2 
Nadia ie 93°6 845 97°3 96-0 

o6 98°3 96-9 
90°3 90°6 

100 99:0 

96:7 965 





The number of districts under this class remains the same (13) as in the 
ear 1897-98, but Birbhum has descended to class II and Hazaribagh and 

angpur to class III from class I of the receding year, their places being 
taken by Nadia, Purnea, and Balasore. All of these districts, except the three 
named last, showed equally good results during the last three years, and the results 
are creditable to the officers concerned, Though Dinajpur, “Puri, and Noakhali- 
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retain their former F sorigias they show a decrease in Both the current: and 
arrear collections. Both current ‘and arrear demands were realised in full in 
Singhbhum during 1897-98, but in the year under review the percentage of 
current collections on net eurrent deman was 98:9. The districts of Jalpai- 
guri, Singhbhum, and Bogra succeeded in collecting the whole arrear demand, 
4 The districts which fall into the second class, ¢.¢., those which collected 
more than 90 per cent. of the current demand and less than 80 per cent. of the 
arrear demand are the following :— 







Percentage of current collections Percentage of arrear collections 
on net current demand, on net arrear demand. 
Disrricr. 





1898-99, 1807.05 1896-97. | 1898-99, | 1897-98, . 1896-97, 
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95:0 94:3 94-7 72°38 99°38 98'1 
91:2 89°7 89:2 60:7 60°9 59°3 
90°8 76:3 74:0 76-9 89:2 84°6 


Birbhum descended during the year from the first tothe second class, 
owing, it is said, to the non-payment of the cesses till after the close of the year, 
by certain zamindars who are habitual defaulters and against whom certificates 
issued. Murshidabad and Gaya rose to this class from classes IV and III, respec- 
tively. In both these districts there was an ner “thy in the collection of 
current demand, but the arrear collections showed poor results, The sbort collec- 


tions in Murshidabad are attributed to the difficulty experienced in realising cesses 
direct from rent-free lands, which were valued erfunctorily at the last revalua- 
tion. No explanation has been furnished of the falling off in Gaya, and the 
Collector has been requested to see that better results are secured in future. 

5. In the districts of the third class mentioned below, the current collec- 
tions fell short of 90 per cent. but the arrear collections exceeded 80 per 
cent. :— 






Percentage of current collections 
on net current demand, net arrear demand, 


Disrarror. 
| ee ee 
1898.99, | 1897-98, 1897-98. | 1896.97. 


Percentage of arrear collections on 
























6 | 7 
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Khufha ... 941] 89-5 89:2 91-4 92°7 86°1 78:5 
Rangpur ... 928] 89:3 91:8 92-2 99:4 99°4 98:3 
Champaran 95:5| 87:5 60:9 60:3 99°9 984 95-9 
Cuttack® ~ =... | 87-0 84:7 81-6 80°8 79'8 905 
Backergunge 961| 85-2 85:0 85:6 99'1 97-7 98:7 
Hasaribagh 96-2| 849 94-4 96:3 919 938 97°6 
Tip 8741 846 820 86-4 918 92-4 918 
24Pargenss 89-0] §39 84-0 85-0 88:2 80-4 878 
“Ohittagongt —... | 83-2 790 | » 820 90-2 89°5 79:0 
Darbhanga 915| 833 849 848 83-4 83:7 90°6 
Feridpur ... 88-9] 825 76:9 79°83 862 75°6 84-7 
Jewsore ... BOB} 815 815 82:0 95'4 97°3 90-0 
Monghyr ... 86:8| 78:3 79:4 784 81-0 79:2 815 
Midnapore 83°8| —77°3 753 82:7 95-9 857 87:1 
Valamau .., 898} 759 750 817 996 996 99°7 
74-2 736 748 807 88°6 87-1 

739 86:0 76-1 | 100 100 100 

63°6 67:8 68:2 84-7 848 | + gg. 

















“The — in the first column of the above statement represent the per- 
centage of current collections on the current demand of the districts agaist 
which they are noted, after eliminating the sums affected by the period of grace, 
which ended after the close of the year, for the realisation of which no coercive 
measures could be taken within the year. The balance thus arrived at is the true 
arrear for the collection of which the District Officer is responsible, and it is the 
figures in column 1 which must therefore be taken as the criterion of the work 
done, Nadia and Gaya have, as stated before, risen to classes I and II, respec- 
tively, while Manbhum and Mymensingh have descended to class IV. On the 
other hand, Rangpur and. Hazaribagh have come down to this class from class I, 
and Cuttack, Faridpur, and Monghyr have gained a step. Eliminating the 
amounts affected by the period of grace, Khulna, Rangpur, Champaran, Backer- 
gunge, Hazaribagh, Darbhanga, Jessore, and Ranchi succeeded in attaining the 
prescribed standard for the first class, exceeding 90 per cent. The short collections 
in Rangpur were due to the absence of voluntary payments.on account of. the 
very low price of rice and other agricultural odotea, In Cuttack, collections 
were retarded by the defaults of some big zamindars, especially the zamindar 
of Aul. In Tippera and Ranchi, large sums, on account of the March kist; were 
realised after the close of the year. In the 24-Parganas the reason assigned 
isthe same as in the last year, namely, that petty defaulters availing them- 
selves of the concession granted in 1895, whereby the levy of interest. for 
petty arrears was forbidden, withheld payment of cesses until the issue’ of 
attachment, and sale notices. The bad outturn of crops during the last two 
years and the cyclone of 1897 told seriously upon the condition of the people 
of, Chittagong, and account for the short collections in the district. The poor 
results in Muzaffarpur were due to the damage done by the floods.of 1898. 
The prevalence of distress. in the first quarter of the year and the failure 
of the jute crop from which the raiyats get most of their ready money are 
among, the causes which contributed to the short collections in Jessore:; With 
regard to Monghyr, the Board write:—“ The majority of the zamindars 
pay their cesses through #pdars or agents, who appear to be in the habit of 
utilising the.money of their constituents for their own benefit. The practice 
of paying Government demand through these agents, who watch the -proceed- 
ings of the Arrear Collection Department and do not pay the cesses till 
certificates are ready to be filed, is one of the causes which impede the 
collection. from. reaching the preseribed. standard.” Midna has improved 
a little in collecting both current and arrear demands. The bad results in 
Palamau are attributable to defaults by the zamindars of Sonepura, Nowa, &c. 

6. The districts of tae fourth or lowest class, in which the current collec- 
tions fell short of 90 per cent., and arrear collection of 80 per cert., are the 
following. This class. contains nine districts against) ten in the preceding 
year :-— 





Percentage of arrear collections on 


Percentage of current collections 
net arrear demand. 


on net current demand. 





Disrricr. 








1898-99. 


1898-99. | 1897-98, | 1896-97, 





1897-98, | 1896-97. 









92:3 70°1 72:3 72:1 

86-1 74:0: 767. | 88:0 

85°5 69:8. 77:3 76°7 

87-1 67-7 697% | 527 

"ye 90° 435° 47-0- 53:0 

M 88:2 799 93:0 | 87°6 

Menbhum ,,. 80°7 767 66°5 894 99" 
Hooghly, ... 72°4,, 73:8 675 | 48:8 













figures in the first column give the information 
column of the statement for third class districts. 

Bankura have appeared in this list for the last 

Mymensingh and Manbhuin have come down to this class fro 

Pal an Burdwan from 


as the figures in 
Soran, Hooghly, 
four years, while 


m ¢lass IIT, and 
class II. Eliminating the amounts affected by the 
period of grace, Pabna, pur, and Shahabad attained 


the prescribed 


as regards current collections, Compared with the last’ year’s figures, 


current collections fell off in Shahabad, Bankura, Hooghly, and 8 


these districts, except Shahabad, showed an improvement in arrear collections, 


The short collections in Shahabad are ascribed to the general 


the people to pay the cesses, and in Bankura to the payment by some of the 


estates of their dues for the March kist after the close of 


The disinclination of the proprietors to pay the cesses until ¢ 


were enforced, the attempts on the part o 


unwillingness of 
big 
the grace days. 
oerclve measures» 


humerous petty proprietors to evade 


payment in the se that the co-sharers would pay their dues, andy mistakes 


on the oceasion 


the last revaluation are reasons given to account for the 


falling off in Hooghly. ng i the last mentioned one, however, no excuse 


is given for the shortness 


collections which is not common to every 


district in the Province ; and we Lieuteuant-Governor hopes that better resulis 


to the incorreet state of the Land Registration Register D, in 
which tho work in the Certifieato Department was delayed 
cases unsuccessful, and to the leniency shown in selling estates . 
a leniency hardly to be justified in view of the continued ba 
last 


four years. The Board of Revenue rightly consider 


said to ‘be due 
consequence of 
, and in many 
during the year; 
d results of the 
the explanation 


inadequate, and have drawn the special attention of the Commissioner to the 


matter. In Pabna, many of the proprietors did not pay 
i notices of certificates 


their dues until 
‘or 


less than Rs, 5 


€oercive measures were taken; 
made out for the last kist of 1897-98 were not issued till December 1898 in 
accordance with the rules as to water districts, In regard to Burdwan, the: 


Board write i) “The current demand was considerably 
amount by whic 


raised, and the 


it was raised could not be realised on account of the new 


assessment having been made late in the year; (i) a sum of Rs, 10,168 was 


remitted by the Maharaja of Kasim Bazar after the close of the 3 (ait 
if pS after the close of the year from the Burd ) 
Raj ; (iv) evasion of payment of arrears by pettion who try to throw the burden 


Rs, 24,898 was also 


of payment on their co-sharers ; (v) diffieu ty experienced in 


wan 
the realisation of 


arrears from revenue-free estates and rent-free holdings under direct collection 


on account of the non-registration of names by most of the 


® proprietors and 


their successors and of the transfer of rights and titles necessitating in man: 


cases the issue of fresh certificates.” The collections in Mym 
retarded by the defaults of some of the proprietors of large esta 


ingh were 
tes, while the 


poor results in Manbhum were due to the non. ayment of the cesses due by 
certain encumbered estates, Compared with the gures for the previous year, 

pur showed an improvement in current collections; but as the arrear 
lists for the whole year 1897-98 could not be prepared kist after kist, there was 


a falling off in the percentage of arrear collections. This explanation, as the 


Board rightly observe, is not satisfactory. 


7. The following statement illustrates the working of the certificate 
procedure in the réalisation of the cesses during the last two years :— 


1897-08. 1898.99, 

Certificates pending from the previous year + 62,498 44,572 

Filed during the year a. 10410 325°216 

Total for di a is + 153,908 169/788 

- Cancelled on objection ... ae oe 1,601 1,147 

ee Btruck off a ab ae ane 10" 4 
| discharged Ss, oes soe 0 
Pe at the close of the year edaies oe «44,575 56,567 

effected ith mg 2,866 8.03 

Sales set aside ne 61 142 


The ntme of certificates filed during the year 1898-99 has increased by 
_ 23,806. The inceaso occurred in all the Divisions except Rajshahi, Bhagalpur, 





* 









and Chota Nagpur. The number of certificates was filed in the ! 
of Hooghly (10,567), Saran (10,536) Gaya (8,969), Midnapore (8,555), Patna — 
8,246) Chittagong (7,413) Shahabad (6,020) Darbhanga (5,431) Muza: 
(eid) and Cuttack (5,183), The number of objections filed against certifi- 
cates was 8,142 inst 7,658 in 1897-98. In Saran, Hooghly, Dacca, 
Gaya, and Murshidabad, the number of cancellations was 191, 172, 141 
10d, and 101 out of 835, 1,835, 581, 434 and 126, objections disposed of 
respectively. The defective state of land registration is the cause of the large 
number of cancellations in Saran and Dacca. In Hooghly, it was due to dou 
assessment, reduction of valuation on objection, and to failure to trace out 
lands or their holders. In Murshidabad and also in Mymensingh, it is 
attributed “partly to the death of the oy Span: po before the certificates 
‘ were filed, and cored to the mistakes discovered on objections being filed 
that the judgment-debtors were not liable for the amount under certificate:” 
in other words, to carelessness in the Collector’s office. Closer supervision is 
evidently required in these two districts. In 3,323 cases, as against 2,866 
in 1897-98, sales were effected to realise the cesses. The increase was due to 
a large number of sales in Gaya, and the Board have asked the Collector to 
explain the cause. : 
8.° Partial valuations and revaluations were completed in the dis- 
tricts of Midnapore, 24-Parganas, Khulna, Rajshahi, Dinajpur, Jalpaiguri, 
Darjeeling, Rangpur, Bogra, Faridpur, Backergunge, Tippera, Shahabad, 
Malda, and Hazaribagh, In Khulna, only 82 estates were revalued, and the 
valuation of these estates showed an increase of Rs. 1,10,122 over the previous 
valuation. The Board have asked the Commissioner of the Presidency Division 
whether the general revaluation of the district can be undertaken, In 
Darjeeling, the revaluation of the Terai jotes and of the West Teesta khas 
mahals, which. was sanctioned in October 1897, came to a close during the year. 
The valuation of the Terai jotes showed an increase of Rs, 51,634 over the 
“previous valuation. Valuation and revaluation work was in progress in several 
Districts when the year closed. 
A 9. Statement VI- appended to the report compares the gross rental in 
each district for 1898-99 calculated from the returns under the Cess Act with the 
ross rental ascertained on the same basis when the road cess was first intro- 
Beane and the gross rental of the preceding year. The results of the Province 
are as follow:— 


Rs. 
Gross rental at first assessment... nas ‘see 18,11,68,482 
Ditto int897-98 —.., poi ws» 16,85,06,247 
Ditto —_ in 1898-99 Fs Pet «» 16,58,73,177 + 


The increase up to date ainounts to Rs, 3,42,04,745 on the rental when 
the road cess was introduced. The increase occurred in all the districts, 
except Murshidabad and Jessore. Compared with the figures for the last 
ear, the gross rental shows an increase of Rs, 18,66,930, which, it is said, 

oa been ascertained by revaluation, chiefly in the districts of Burdwan, Midna- 
ore Khulna, Rajshahi, Dinajpur, Darjeeling, Rangpur, Dacca, Mymensingh, 
ackergunge, Tippera, Manbhum, and Singhbhum. . 

10. The names of the Deputy Collectors whose work is favourably noticed 
by the Board will be communicated to the Appointinent Department. The 
work on the whole has been excellent, and the Lieutenant-Governor’s thanks 
are due to the Board of Revenue. i 4 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, ae 


E. N. BAKER, © 
Offg. Secy. to the. Govt. of Bengal. 
Me ie 





For the week ending the'16th October 1899. 


Burdwan.—Rainfell yesterday (15th). Weather seasonable. Throshing of aus goin 
on. Aman aud other standing crops are doing well, Fodder and water sufficicnt, No 
cattle-diseaso, Common rice selling as follows :—- 


. 


OP eee 
\ Sadar seb vs jes 4 
esi eran ane | nem 
* Raniganj oo bes ee ll} 
Birbhum.—No rain. Weather seasonable. P. of paddy good. Prive of 
rice at Sadar and Rampur Hat 165 seers per rupee. Fodder arm fi a ae 


Bankura.—Rainfall at Bankura 2‘95. Weather first part of the week fair, latter 
cloudy ending with rain. The raiti has done much good to the standing crops. Fodder and 
water sufficient. No cattle-disease reported. Rice selling at 15 seers per rupee both at 
Bankura and Vishnupur. , 


Midnapore.—Heavy rain during last two days ensares a good rico harvest. W. 
getting Meek Fields are being prepared for the rabi crops, ioe of common rico— sgza 


: Srs. 
Sadar sis wee re dg 

tai a — oe . 
Pontlak ’ au aie cy 141 ( Per rupee. 
Ghatal x ie 14 


Hooghly.—Harvesting of aus continues. Aman doing well. Common rice sells at 
14 seers per rupee. ae 

Howrah.—No rain. Weather hot but cloudy on Saturday morning. Condition of 
-aman paddy good. § ne doing well, Rain’ wanted. Fodder and water sufficient. 
Common rice selling at 133 seers per rupee. : 

24-Parganas.—Rainfall at Sadar 2°91, Basirhat -43, Diamond Harbour 50. 
Weather seasonable. Pros of og” 2 "oro good. Harvesting ‘of om finished. 
Lands are being cultivated for rabi crops. No oattie-diooeng, and i 
Common rice sells as follows :— : 


Srs, 

~ ‘ me a ae “- 

jarasa wee tse on 4 
Basirhat ie a ah at ie pet rapes. 

Diamond Harbour if Rea 13 


Nadia.—Rainfall at Kushtia -25, Chuadanga 02. Weather scasonablo. Prospects 
ere good. Rubs crops are being sown. Fodder and water sufficient. Price of common te 
onary. brhuit ‘ : 
Fh vengaimuraal gay rain. jer pgea ean St of bhadoi over. State of 
crops g ugarcane and mulberry doin, lowing of rabi d kalat 
still, continues, Fodder and water sufficient, No ‘attlo-disoase, “OM ne ce ‘s 
WS i— ; , i 


‘ Srs. 
— oe ee ? chi] “ 
ade est, a SN 18} } Cunat 


Jessore.—Rainfall at Sadar 1:98, Jhenida “12 4°46, Narail -22, B 1:35, 

wate , Tainy na rapes Sbasiora (16th). Lands’ are being cultivated for 
crops. Harvestin aus over. Erospects of aman good. Rain i 

cattle-disease reported. Fodder and water sufficient. Common rice sells as fellowes = 


, Srs. 
Sadar Ha a sad 17} ¢ 
Shenida 4 i wae 18 
‘ie « seers ity? ans te on : in per rupee, 


bi 
q 
= 








~ Khulna,—Rainfall at Sadar nil, Bageshat , 02, Satkhira nil. Weather bok: Prompts ae 
of aman fair. Fodder and water sufficient. Gonos rice solls as follows — Ris 
Srs. 
Sadar aad ore aN Hy 


Rajshahi.— Rainfall nil. ‘eae of standing erops good. Outting and steeping of 


i pie Com Sowing of rabi crops commenced. No cattle-disease. Fodder and ‘water 
mmon rice sok galls at 17} seers per rupee. 


.—Average rainfall ‘01. Weather hot. Standing crops fair. No cattle- 
Has odder and aie sufficient. Rice selling at Sadar 15 seers and at Thakurgaon 
16 seers il rupee, 


Jalpaiguri.—Rainfall at Sadar nil: peta y 2 "24, Weather seasonable, 
of haimahti sad paddy gat. Lands are being prepared for tobacco, Common rice sells at 14 
seers por ba ic der and water sufficient. 


Rainfall at Darjeeling 08, Siliguri 2:29, Weather seasonable. Hills— 
Hlaimanti er , bara marua, kalai and phaphar are doing well. erai—Jute is | 
sold; haimanti paddy, kalat and potatoes are doing well. Coarse rice sells as follows :— 


' Srs, 
Hills oor oe 7 8 
Terai mae oo se 17 } pip Niins cae! 
Bhutta sells at Darjecling 16 seers and at Kalimpong 82 seers per rupee. 


Rangpur.—Rainfall ‘12, Weather rainy. Steeping and washing of jute continue. 
Prospects of aman flourishing. Cattle-disease reported from Nilphamari. Rice sells at 
16} seers per rupee. 

at —Rainfall at Sadar and Sherpur nil, Naukhila “12. Prospects of standing crops 

‘odder and water ample. Common rice sells at 17 seers per rupee. 


Tau aaah at Sadar 2-42, Woather cloudy and rainy. Prospects of crops good. 
Price of common rice 15 seers'5} chitaks per rupee. . 


Dacca.—Rainfall at Munshiganj ‘57, elsewhere nil. Weather seasonable. Prospects 
of standing crops good. Fodder available. No cattle-disease, Common rice 17 seers per 
rupee. 


. Mymensingh.—Rainfall ‘at Sadar ‘12, Jamalpur 4:00, Kishorganj 1:23, Weather 
damp and warm, Condition of rope good. Condition of cattle generally good. Fodder 


and water sufficient. Common rice as follows :— 
; 8rs. 
Sadar nae aah see 18 
a sian ane an uv 
Jamalpur Sieg Pas one Sen ee 
Pra segy ISH oe 16 


.—Rainfall at Goalundo 5, ibihiaey ih Weather seasonable, cool and 
ming ova to ea of he wer State and prospects of erope good. bet eg erty 
‘ENE 
—Rainfall at Sadar 8:06. Weather cloudy. Prospects of crops fair. 
Riaiegaoee at 14 seers (aman) and 17 seers (aus) per rupee. 


aE at Sadar 3:07, Brahmanbaria “57, Chandpur *10: Weather cloudy 
and stormy. Prospects of aman paddy continue favourable. Insufficiency of fodder 
to floods reposted. from the Fiesininein sth ivan. Average price of common rice in 
seers per rupee. 

Noakhali.—Rainfall at Sadar 8-92. Fike yar ve being 
rabi crops. Osttle-disoase at ya decreasing. witerouliasek Sooaoan 
rice (aman) 15 seors and (aus) 19 seers por rupee. 


~ Chitta »—Rainfall +12. Becepeets: of Spek ae Water and fodder sufficient. 
Common rice at 17 seers per rupee. . 


gala is doing mony tg Fee pag ae are favourable, but, a ihily Shit is 
wanted in somo. ra progress, Fodder 
>, for eatpt jn ae atone a 15 sors por rapes va 
. eset s | 
Be S"orihan ba 








wath We Ry Ring Slane A nce teis lands tas ine 
Comte neg ween MY nt in Be ig pr 
Shahabad.—Rainfall nil. Rain wanted. Fields aro being ploughed and rahi is being 


sown. Fodder and water sufficient; 202 cases of cattle-disease reported from Sasaram. Rico 
at Sadar 11 seers per rupee. 


ee ee seg Sowing of a oppress Base wanted 
ym or upland paddy. Average price of common rice 11 seers 7 chitaks and of makai 
12 seers 9 chit per rupee. 


ome re Uh tain. Preparation of lands for rabi continues. Sowing of wheat 
commenced, Rain urgently wanted for winter rico and for sowing of rabi. Price of 
common rice 14 seers and of maize 16 svers per rupee. 


gg 3 ea nil. Prospects of winter rice fair, but rain wanted for high- 
land paddy. bi sowings commenced in places. Prices are—Common rice 12 seers, eas . 
12 seers, he 16 seers, makai 14 seers, gram 13 seers, and rahar 14 seers per rupee. 

Darbhanga.—No rain. Nights oool, days still hot. Prospeots of standing crops good. 
Fiolds are being prepared for rai. Fodder and water sufficient. No oattle-disease reperted. 
Oommon rice sells at sadar 12 to 14 seers per rupee, 


Monghyr.—No rain. ool nights. Days still hot. Sowing of radi crops commenced. 
Prospects of ay and sugarcane good. Common rice sells as follows :— 


Srs. 
Monghyr ae ans a 10 
Hegeouel ih sue cee, Oe {per apc 
Jamui dev oo: 14 


Bhagalpur.— Weather chilly and cloudy. Rainfall at Sadar ‘04, Prospects of winter 
rice continue favourable. Kurtai and kalai sowing completed and prospects hopeful. Rain 
badly wanted in Banka subdivision. In Supaul lands are being prepared for radi. Fodder 
and water sufficient. No cattle-disease reported. Oommon rice sells as follows :— 


Srs. Oh. 
Sadar ace ee ont * 4 
Supaul an wa pie? JOO 
Banka acs rs, 5 ak deg ee eae. 
Madhipura nes avs Ppt Fam) 


Purnea.—Rainfall at sadar 06. Weather seasonablo. Prospects of aghani rice 
Steeping and ee still going on. Ploughing for ravi crops in progress. Kurthi 


ts thriving well. Fodder and water sufficient. No cattle-disease. Common rice sells as 
‘ollows :— 
5 Srs. 
Kishanganj ed Aan re 0 rupee. 
Araria ate z Jee 18 erase 


Malda.—Rainfall nil. Days hot. Mornings cool. Sowing of ‘alai finished. Lands 
being prepared for rabi crops. Prospects of standing crops good. Catile-disease reported 
some places. Price of coarse rice stationary. Fodder and woter sufficient, 


Sonthal Parganas.—Weathor cloudy and cold. Prospects of all standing crops much 

- The recent rain has greatly benefited the paddy crop. Some damage Beas to 
the crop at Godda by the late flood. Cattle-diseaso a it from Godda. Water and fodder 
ample, Average price of common rice 18 seers 6 chitaks and of Indian-corn 19 seers 5 chitaks 


Cuttack.—Rainfall at Sadar ‘15, Jajpur -28, Kendrapara ‘39, Banki ‘33. Days hot. 
ings cool. Rain much wanted. Hartline of beali over. Sarad withering for want 
of rain, 8: e, turmeric, biri, mung and kulthi are in ' pian Condition of cattle 
good. Fodder and 


water sufficient. Common rice sells as follows :— 
, Srs. Ch, 
Outtack tax ie tae 3 “ 
Jajpur oe ws ote 5 1 
eters sit ese hs | AMY AOR coh ad 
Banki wee ‘i ose UD 18 


Balasore.—Rainfall at Sadar 4:81, Weeding of sarad te Aus is being 

harvested. Winter rice and sugarcane thriving. Orops on high lands in Agarpira chakla 

scanty rain. Rico selling at 17} seers per rupee in the interior, and at 16 and 

18 seers per rupee at Balasore and B respectively. Oattle-diseaso reported from places. 
Fodder sufficient, , 



















Angul.—No rain. Prospects of winter rice bad. Ground ve 
stopped. Cattle-pox continues at Bisipara. Common rico sells af 
Kendrapara 12 seers per rupee, ¥ « 

Puri.—Rainfall at Sadar 2°74, Khurda -09, Prospoots of sarad crop greatly im- 
proved by recent rain : miscellaneous crops doing well. Damage to by insects reported 
es parts of the district. Cattle-disease continues in places: Common rie as 
‘ollows :— 


dry, and sowing of ra 
Angul 16 seers and at | 





Sadar : Be aa mae “ - 
Khurda as eS, aie 1 per rupee. 
Interior of district ... ml 12 4 


Hazaribagh.—Rainfall nil, Weather cool ; some clouds. Standing crops suffering 
_ from drought. Common rice selling at 11 seers per rupee. 


Ranchi.—Rainfall +15. Weather cloudy. Prospects of cro poor. Rain badly 
wanted. Rice sells 9 seers per rupee in Ranchi and 12 seors in the interior. No cattle. 
disease. Fodder and water sufficient. 


Palamau.—Rainfall nil. Weather soasonable. Upland paddy dying. Lowland paddy 
suffering very much for want of rain. Prices are—rice 2 seers, makai 16 seers, mandua 18 
seers, barley 17 seers, wheat 10 seers, and gram 13} seers per rupee. 


Manbhum.—Rainfall nil. Weather seasonable Bhadoi crops fair. Winter rice 
suffered for want of rain, but it rained yesterday (15th) which has done much pot An 
average crop is @ . Oattle-disease reported from police-stations Nirsa, Gobindpur, 
and Tundi. Fodder and drinking-water sufficient, Av. price of common rice at Sadar 
124 seers and at Gobindpur 12 seers per rupee. Supply sufficient. 


Singhbhum.—No rain. Weather warm and cloudy, and rain is expected. It is badly 
needed for the winter rice crop in the west of the district, Common rice sells at 16} 
seers per rupee. In Chakradharpur it is 8 seers per rupee. 


General Summary.—General, and in some parts heavy, rain is reported to have fallen 
towards the close of the week. ‘This rain will do immense good to the winter rice crop. The 
reports from Orissa and Chota Nagpur are still bad, but some improvement is expected 
from the rainfall of the week. The cultivation of the spring is going on, and some of 
them are being sown. Sugarcane and other crops on the ground are Sik well. The price 
of rice is reported to have ee Genes Haein te ly in the districts of the 
Nagpur Division and in Puri. Fodder is generally sufficient, and cattle are in good condi- 
tion. . : ‘ m 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 


F. A. SLACK, 
Og. Secretary to the Govt. of Bengal, 


Revenve Department, 
The 17th October 1899, 
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G. W. Kvouzzr, 


For Meteorological Reporter to the Govt. of India, 
and Director-General of Indian Observatories. 
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SUMMARY OF THE METEOROLOGICAL AND RAINFALL OBSERVATIONS 
TAKEN IN BENGAL, AND OF THE METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS: 
TAKEN IN ASSAM, FOR THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER 1899. 


Wearuer was less settled over the Bay in September than during the previous months 
of the present monsoon season, but no disturbance of more than average severity occurred. 
Two depressions formed over the Bay—one during the second week, the other towards the 
end of the third week—both of which had an important influence on the rainfall distribution 
in Bengal, and the former of the two in the area to the west of the province. 

The line of advance of the small cyclonic disturbances throughout the season has been,, 
sooner or later, northwards or north-eastward, and the two which formed during the month 
were not exceptional in this respect. The first crossed the coast of the Circars in a westerly 
direction. It afterwards turned northwards, and when in the North-West Provinces the 

line of advance changed to east. Though by that time the depression had become very 
shallow, it caused, during its eastward advance across Bihar aud North Bengal, heavy 
eneral rainfall for several days. Practically the only rainfall which was received durin, 
the month in the extreme west of Bihar was due to this disturbance. Between the 15th aia 
18th there occurred the greater part of the total fall for the month in Shahabad, Saran, 
and Champaran, amounting on an average to 5 inches. 

The second disturbance began about the 18th, probably ‘in the south of the Ray, and 
moving northwards developed into a cyclonic storm of moderate severity before the centre 
vase | the coast into Bengal near Saugor Island. Inland the depression remained well 
defined till the centre was near Malda at 8 a.m. on the 24th, after which it rapidly filled up 
and had entirely disappeared by the following day. 

The most noteworthy features of the disturbance were connected with the rainfall: (1) in 
its being unusually heavy in parts of the track of the central area, more cially in the 
phenomenal fall over the Darjeeling Hills, on approaching which the disturbance broke up 
and in a few Hours ceased to exist: (2) in the area of heavy rainfall ening far north of the 
low pressure area and the centre of the cyclonic wind circulation, as shown by the observations 
at the ground level. 

The heavy rainfall not unusually precedes the depression, but in this case the rain had 
practically ceased at the various places over which the depression passed hours before the 
centre of the depression reached them, At Calcutta, for example, the heavy rainfall began on 
the evening of the 22nd and ceased onthe morning of the 23rd, about 12 hours before tho 
ventre of the low pressure area passed. The rainfall extended rapidly northwards and began 
in North Bengal, while*the depression area was still in the south of the province. 

Taking into consideration the fact that at the only high level station from which 
information is available, viz. Pedong, the heavy rainfail began and ended twenty-four hours 
before that at Tesieaing: and also the separation of the area of heavy rainfall from the 
depression shown in the lower atmospheric strata, it appears possible that the phenomenal 
character of the rainfall was due to a disturbance in the higher strata as to which there can, 
of course, be only surmise. 

The rainfall which began on Saturday, the 23rd, was maintained during the 24th and 
part of the 25th in the Himalayas in consequence of the depression reaching the hilly 
region as a well defined depression of moderate depth and thereafter breaking up in 
the course of a few hours, an occurrence which is invariably attended by heavy rainfall, 
at times over a much wider area than that immediately under the influence of the cyclonic 
wind circulation. 

At the begin of the month the pressure distribution was normal over the Bay, but 
as there was a considerable defect inland, the gradient was ste than usual at that season. 
A fairly strong monsoon was blowing across the Bengal coast with an easterly tendency, and 
though rainfall was fairly general, the only heavy falls occurred in East and North Bengal 
Temperature variation from the normal varied from excess of 7° in the south of the Circars 
to defect of 8° in North oma A steady moderate rise of pressure followed, the strength 
of the monsoon current diminished, and rainfall became light and scattered first in the west 
of the province, and after two or three rs fe interval in the eastern districts. Fairly heavy 
general rainfall continued in Hast till the 5th and in North Bengal till the 7th, after 
which rainfall almost entirely ceased till the 10th, except in the extreme north of North Bengal. 

During the early part of the month pressure was steadily above the normal over the pro- 
vince with general westerly winds, On the 9th a diffused low area appeared over the 
north of the Bay, and led to ® change of winds and indraught from the land across the Bengal 
coast, owing to which rainfall, as noted above, almost entirely ceased at inland stations. 

The depression continued shallow, and reaping, Secor crossed the coast of the Circars 
on the 11th, then moved north-westward, and on the 14th was shown as a shallow diffused low 
pressure area over the North-Western Provinces. Up to that time south-easterly winds 
mateo mo Bengal, and general, though usually light, rainfall prevailed over the province, 
except in Bihar, 

After the 14th the shallow depression moved eastward into Bengal and gave heavy 
rain to the northern districts during its passa The falls were heavy and general in the 
west of Bihar on the 15th, and rain continued fairly general in that region for about three 
days. The area of heavy rain followed the course of the depression sa Fy the heaviest 
falls occurring in North Bengal on the 17th and 18th. wy 

About that time weather was becoming unsettled in the south of the Bay, but was not 
apparent at the coast stations, except by the steeper gradient in Madras and Oaylan. The 
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depression ‘moved northwards, but did not become well defined till the 2ist, when | 

; came cng “near the centre of the northern part of the Bay, wey Agecty prevailed over 

e southern area, and on the 22nd the average velocity increased to 25 miles an hour at 
Diamond Island. The disturbance advanced slowly northward, and on the a of the 
= oa centre was near Saugor Island with a depth, as compared with the normal, of about 
“25 inch. 

During its approach heavy rain had fallen in South-West Bengal and the adjacent parts 
of Orissa aa Ohata Nagpur, can Island, Balasore and Purulia, all receiving at least six 
inches within the previous 24 hours, 

On the morning of the 24th tho depression lay over North Bengal and the east of 
Bihar, and was of about the same depth as when at the head of the Bay. Oyclonic winds 
of moderate strength prevailed over the provinee, and very heavy rain fell to the north-west 
of the central area, notably at Bhagalpur, Banka, Araria, Forbesgonj, Godda, Mohajama and 
Barkope, all of which received between 10 and 15 inches. 

During the 24th the depression appears to have turned eastward, and moving ina north- 
easterly direotion broke up on reaclinp the hills. That there was no definite depression 
during the heayy rainfall onthe 25th in the lower ranges of the hills may be inferred from 
the pressure changes which occurred at Darjeeling. Pressure fell 05 inch on tho 24th and 
rose “08 inch on the 28th, these changes being no larger than frequently occur under 

i i ces. The heavy rainfall probably extended some distance westward into 
Nepal, but eastward it fell off rapidly in amount. 

At 8 a.m. on the 25th all signs of the disturbance, had ceased, except that there was a 
faint cyclonic circulation of winds in North Bengal. Pressure had risen very rapidly over 
the province, and, being in excess of the normal, fine weather became general, and continued, 
practically without rainfall, till the end of the month. 

z Pressure changes were small throughout the month, except during the passage of the 
depression between the 2rd and 25th, when there was first a ra: id alo a very rapid 
recovery, the rise in North Bengal between 8 a.m. of the 24th at the © hour of the 
26th being 3 inch. On an average for the month pressure was above the normal by 


2 
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Temporature.—Temperatures were hich during a great of the month, except in the 
north-east. In Assam and the adjacent part of Nortit Bengal thao was considerable defect, 
greatest at Dhubri, where it was 2°4. “From the north-east \exooss increased towards the 
west and south-west, and was as much as 4° in part of Orissa and Chota Nagpur. Minimum 
temperature was practically normal over the whole province, 

Mean excess was 2° in Orissa and Chota N; » 1°7 in South-West Bengal, 1° in 
Bihar, and about half a degree in Hast and North Ben el. 

The following table ives a condensed summary of the rainfall statistics of tho present 
year up to date for each meteorological division, tho first nine columns iving the actual 
average falls in each division for each month expressed as a percentage of the normal, while 
the tenth column gives the actual rainfall of the first nine months as a percentage of the 
normal rainfall for that period :— 
puneinimicanistee = ale gine: S 














Actual rainfall of 
first nine months 


. - 
Merronotoarcar |: % & | of 1899 expressed 
Divisions. e a ber ; a 5 lasa percentage of 
Fy iE = b 5 a) & =. the normal fall for 
Ss <a | 5 rc b- o& | the period. 






South-West Bengal...| 230| 52 17 | 135 | 118 | 122] 454] 95 92 113 
North Bengal «| 270! 49 | lig] 93 85 | 127] 123] 188] 119 1l9 

é i +» | 800 | 169 51/ 168 | 137 | 104] 198] 114 16 119 
Bihar oe | 226] 56 17 | 283 101 | 148] 167] 197 | jo2 136 
Orissa ye 38 10} 357 | 144 98] 99] 81] 54 90 


49 
Chota Nagpur =... | 164 | 24 | Nil} 966 85 { 164] 110] 54] 57 90 
Rainfall—At the ie ex of September the low pressure in the east of tho province 
diverted the moist winds from the Bay in that direction, and general moderately heavy rain 
was of daily occurrence in Hast and North Bengal and the adjacent part of Assam. Ag 
Serroey rose, the rainfall area contracted towards the east, and had practically ceased in East 
gal by the 7th, but continued in North Bengal till the 10th, 

The rainfall during the remainder of the month was caused by the two distur bances 
referred to above. The first caused general showery weather, though not heavy rain, till it 
began to move eastward from the North-West Provinces about tho 15th, after which for 
several days heavy falls wero numerous in Bihar and North Bongal. 

About the 19th the second disturbance began to cause indraught from the Province 
towards the Bay with the consequent decrease of rainfall, but as it moved northwards heavy 
Tain set in and preceded the storm over a tract of country of Me | hpeadith extending 
from the north-west of the Bay northwards to Bhagal ur, after which it turned north. 
eastward across the Nepal Terai towards the Sikkim hi Tho areas of heaviest rainfall 
were in Manbhum, Godda, B. pur, and from the extreme north of Purnea, north-east- 

ward. In these the falls were from 10 to 15 inches and in the hills from 15 inches upwards. 
Over the tract of varying breadth lying from south to north the falls varied between 5 and 








7 iia 
10 inches, while to the east and west only light or moderate rain fell. - = Es, 

The total rainfall for the month was in defect exept in the extreme east, where rainfall 
was fairly continuous throughout, and in the districts over which the storm of the 23rd 
25th passed. The areas of excess aro in South-West Bengal, Manbhum, North Bengal, 
the west of Bihar, and part of Hast Bengal. The, excess was small except in the northern 
districts, where it was generally between 5 and 10 inches, and in the Darjeeling Hills, where 
it was between 15 and 20. inches, ; 

Tn Orissa and the west of Chota Nagpur there was a large defect, 'y between 5 
and 8 inches, and in the parts of the province other than those referred to above there was 
usually a small defect. On an anerngy for the large divisions North Bengal received 2°5 
inches in excess, East Bengal. 1:7, and Bihar practically the normal amount. Tho defect in 
Sen Wiest Bengal was less than 1 inch, in Uhota Nagpur 35 inches, and in Orissa nearly 
5 inches. 

The following table contains full data for the comparison of the actual and normal 
rainfall of the month of September in all districts of the province. The figures are derived 
from the average and actual rainfall of the rain-recording stations in each district, due allow- 
ance or cenaie bang made for the area which each station represents. This gives a more 
acourate average than the arithmetical means given in the monthly meteorological tables. 
The first column. gives the normal or average district rainfall as determined from the rainfall 
observations of the past 25, years; the second column gives the actual district rainfall as 
determined from the weighted actual rainfalls of the month at the reporting stations in each 

district ; the third column expresses the ratio. of the actual district fall of the past month to 


the normal rainfal as a percentage ; and the fourth column states as a percentage how much 
the district rainfall for the month varied from the normal:— 


Percentage Table for September 1899. 
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* Daltonganj and Purulia are not included, 
Mereonotoaioat Orrice, Bencat, CO. Lirriz, * 


The 17th October 1899, Meteorological Reporter to the Govt. of Bengal, 


ARE ra BRANOE ‘Ranwar. 
ABSTRACT OF PRINCIPAL COMMODITIES. 
For the half-year ending 80th June 1899. . 
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TX.—Jute on or 
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X1.—Leather, manufactared 
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E Spit eats 
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4. Brass, é ” on 
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6, Others ore, Jee 
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XVII.—Paper and pasteboard desuee 
XVIIL,—Provisions— 
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8. Materials— 
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3, } Picce-goods, fPuropes 
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Approximate Return of Traffic and Mileage for the week ended 7th October 1899 on 834 miles open, 













EASTERN BENGAL STATE RAILWAY. 
(Inctupine N. B., Dacca, K.-D., any Assam-Braar Sxortions.) 
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Number of Coaching r¢ steum-boat. 
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45,02,305 0 0 


425,507 0 0 





236 1,833 0 398 0 0 56 0 0 sseeee tate: 
2,565,100 | 10,865,406 0 0|' 1,81,02,796 0 | 25,48,502 0 0} 2,292,882 0 38,56,800 0 0] 4,726,771 508,123, 
* Audited up to 12th August 1890, 
+ Excludmg steamer earnings 


DACOA STATE RAILWAY. 


Approximate Return of Traffic and Mileage Sor the week ended 7th Ovtobor 1899 on 86 miles epithe 



















Coacnine TRravvic, ecrnagt tg MrveRan TRAFFIC TRAIN-MiLES & 
2 Other Total 
earnings. earnings. 
Number of |  Conchi Weight Merchan- 
passengers. receipta’ carried. | Receipts. Coaching, dise, 
Ra, a, P, Mops, 8, Re. A. P. Ra, a.r, Rs, 4.P, 
37,200" 10,180 i a) 66,490 0| 6,400 0 0 400 0 0}, 17,040 0 0 2,490 2,004 
8 0 0 7720 7% 0 0 500 198 0 0 fs as 
3,20,000_| 90,002 0 0 |__ 386,09 0 | w0.989 0 0 17800 | 1,87,082 0-0} 83,658 19,612 
3,58,850 | 3,00,142" 0 0| 4,68,819 0} ga6s0 0 aa 2101 0 0| 1,45,092 0 0 | 86,148 r 
een ere \ieeeeeblaiaael Rh Micha aemertateAilt Peace rina 
24,485 7470 0 0 61,735. 0} 5,822 0 0 105 0 0! 13,307 0 0 4,520. 
285 81 0 Oo ms 0 0 0 100 6 0 0 mee 
8,22,167 | 95,639 0 0 8,76,002 0) 91,214 0 0| 3,015 0 0! 190,988 0 0| geass 


* Audited up to 12th Angust 1899, 


MYMENSINGH-JAGANNATHGANS RAILWAY, 


Approvimate Return of Traffic and Mileage for the week ended 7th October 1899 on 33 miles op en. 
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Approximate Return of Traffic and Mileage for tha week ended 7th October 1899 on 33:18 miles open, 
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MYMENSINGH-JAGANNATHGANJ RAILWAY, © 
Audited Return of Trafic and Mileage for week ended 19th August 1899 on 33 miles open, 
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BRAHMAPUTRA-SULTANPUR RAILWAY. 
ia, Audited Return of Trafic and Mileage for the week ended 19th August 1899 on 24°75 miles open. 
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Ra. a. P. Mps. 8. Ra. a. P. 
1,805 410.3 6 393 0 an 0 
5&3 woo NS 0 W % ° 


9,613 2,754 6 9 28,669 0 1416 0 0 
Se | 
10,918} 3,164.10 8 43,002 0 1,827 18 0 
SS — 








COOCH BEHAR STATE RAILWAY. 
Audited Return of Traffic and Mileage for the woek ended 19th August 1899 on 83:73 miles open. 
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‘BENGAL AND NORTH-WESTERN RAILWAY, 
Approximate Return of Traffic for the week ending 7th October 1899 on 1,085 miles open, 
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1,93,808 16,98,130 3,47,460 3,30,816 
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ASSAM-BENGAL RAILWAY. 


Approzimate Return of Traffic for the week ended 30th September 1899 on 396 miles all descriptions of Traffte and a 
¢ ti! “additional 28 sails Sor goods and parcels pcs le v fe 
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ys 

8,900 0 0} 286,182 0 0! $6,077 

* Includes audited figures for week ended 19th August 1899, 











FINANCIAL YEAR. 
Approximate Statement of Gross Receipts of the Assam-Bengal Railway. 
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7,18,717 
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GOVERNMENT RESOLUTION ON THE TRIENNIAL REPORT ON THE 
ADMINISTRATION OF THE REGISTRATION DEPARTMENT IN 
BENGAL FOR THE YEARS 1896-97, 1897-98 AND 1898-99. 





No. 622P.—D. 


RESOLUTION. 
REGISTRATION. 


Dated Darjeeling, the 20th October 1899. 
Reap— 
Tho Triennial Report on the Administration of the Registration De 
yoars 1896-97, 1897-98, and 1808.99. . ee 


Read also— 


The Triennial Report on the Administration of the Re istration Department f 
years 1893-94, 1894-95, and 1895-96, and the Resolution of a teaser asi 


thereon. 
Read also the Statistical Returns for the years 1896-97 and 1897-98 with the remarks 


thereon. 
Mavtvr Ditawar Hussem, Kaan Banapur, held charge of the depart: 
throughout the triennial period, and has submitted tha pisieah Raiiog which 
reached Government on the prescribed date, 






2. The. following table shows the total number of registrations, the 
number of offices oan and the financial results of the working of the d 


ment for the last four triennial periods. For the last period the figures are 
also given for the several years: — 







Affecting immovéable 
property, 










Compul- 
a. | Optional, 







Rs. Rs. 
asvame | sat] teas] ete] ae 
1 to 1802-03 409, 4, 
3008-34 10 1800-98 ot 608,193 | 3,516,936 | 40,84,100 | 28,901,918 













1896-97. “o 1,819,153 | 15,46,775 8,538,244 
1897.98 .,. 906 |  15,77,966 9,08,097 
1808.99 ow 1,918,422 | °14,69,584 8,908,459 





‘Total 1896-07 to.1808.00] 2,670,006 | 853,891 


There is a stead ap, ane in registration in Bengal, closely corresponding, 
to the 


as was to be expected, increase in the sale of non-judicial stamps, which 
was discussed in a recent Resolution, The total number of deeds registered 
during the period under review is larger than that in any of the three preceding 
triennial periods The increase ix equally noticeable in the case of deeds of 
which the registration is compulsory, and of those which it is at the option of 
' the parties to register or not, and it is not confined to deeds relating to immove- 

able property, but extends to other classes of documents. A marked feature of 
the period is a rapid increase of registration in Orissa, The increase for the 
whole triennial period as compared with that preceding is in that tract 33 per, 
cent., and in 1898.99 compared with 1895-96 it was no less than 72 per cent 
‘The Inspector-General asserts that the recent settlement operations in the 
Division have left the impression that occupancy tenancies are transferable, and 
that pany transfers have in consequence been made, Whatever the impression, 
there is no question as to the fact of the sudden and large expansion of transfers 
in Orissa, Jt appears from Statement XIII of the Inspector-General’s report 
that the great bulk of these transfers is from one raiyat to another, but in Puri 
the sales to the money-lending classes are now’ ominousl frequent, and 
enquiries will be made through the Board of Revenue. The total receipts 
of the triennial periods show a steady advance in the income of the depart- 
ment, although the surplus left after meeting the expenditure fluctuates. 
The largest surplus vis that obtained for the triennium 1890-91 to 1892-93, 
which ‘amounted to Rs. 19,69,424. The next period showed a considerable 
decrease, and it was explained in the last triennial Resolution that this was 
attributable to the Mes of 1893, under which the minimum ad valorem 
registration fee was reduced from twelve to eight annas.. The immediate effect 
of the reduction has since been counterbalanced by an increase in the number 
of deeds, and the surplus for the period which, expired with the last financial 
ear was Ks. 19,53,575, nearly reaching the high figure mentioned above. 
ixpenditure nearly keeps pace with the increase in receipts, but 83 per cent. 
of the charges consist of the commission fees and fix salaries, which are 
regulated by rule; the cost of establishment is moderate, and the Lieutenant- 
Governor finds no reason to suppose that theré is any want of economy in the 
working of the depatment. uring this iod registrations were most 
numerous in 1897-98, when the prevalence oF tacalne and distress in many 
districts, especially those of Bihar, caused larger recourse to sales, mortgages 
and borrowing on money-bonds. Good crops and the consequent return of 
prosperity led to a decline in registration during the past year 1898-99, but. the 









<= . a 

“total number of documents was evertheless higher than in 1896-97, which 

also included some months of distress, and avidin is thus afforded of the 
'. tendency on the part of the people to avail themselves more and more of 
-Tegistration. In the recent Reso ution on the Administration of the Stamp 
Department, notice was taken of the marked fall in the sale of documenta 
stamps in’ 1898-99 as evidence of the rapid recovery of the people from the 
effects of famine. There is similar evidence in the sogistration returns, but on 
the stamps side the hich water-mark was reached in 1896-97 ; on the registration 
side it was not reached till 1897-98. istration is of course a later stage in 
a transaction than the execution of the deed which embodies it; but it is not 


uninstructive that registration is not always so immediate ag was to be 
e 





This is the fourth triennial report on the working of the department 
submitted to Government, [t will be convenient if, in preparing such reports 


on those of the single year which has just elapsed, the latter being noticed also 
where they call for comment, . 

3. Compulsory registrations affecting immoveable property.—The followi 
statement furnishes the figures for deeds affecting in moveable property, the 
registration of which is compulsory, for the four last triennial periods ;— 













ee 
DEEDS OF SALR OR BXCHANGR— nee | 
men ? 
All instru. 
aes eT Instro. | Total of 
Yrar. Instrument | ~ T| “otthe. | Other in. |’ ments of | ments of leompulsory 
BaB. of gift, Of the Of the value of |strum ents, perpetual gor nad istra- 
bet ety: eae | eee * | perpetual, | ons. 
and ae upwards. 
upwards, | Bs 100, P 
eS 
1 2 8 4 5 | 6 ¥ 8 9 10 
ee eo u 
1887-88 to 1889.90 owe 14,556 165,091 711 402 362 
1890-91 to 1892-93" 19,360 214,108 303 
2893-94 to 1895-06 25,976 267,211 














The large increase in deeds of gift presented for registration was noticed 
in the Government Resolution of 1896. The period under review shows a 
further considerable increase, the total number of such deeds for the last 
triennial period being 29,324, as compared with 25,376 in the period preceding, 
The districts showing the largest number of these deeds relating to immoveable 
property are Midnapore, Dacca, Tippera, and Mymensingh. The three last 
districts have a large Muhammadan population, whose power of disposing of 
property by will is restricted by their i 
that there is a growing tendency to meet this disabi ity by the device of 


starting on a distant image, Generally deeds of gift are more numerous 
in the districts of Bengals. te than in Bile and foe 
The total number of deeds of sale of immoveable property registered 
during the triennial period was 1,061,983, as Compared with 882,427 in the 
preceding period, the increase being observed in deeds of both under and over 
- 100 in value. The highest figure was reached in 1897-98, and a consider- 
able fall occurred in the past Year, a season of plenty having succeeded two 
years of pressure. Out of the total of 1,061,983 deeds of salo registered during 
the last triennial iod, no less than 736,033 related to raiyati holdings, 166,341 
of which were Meld at fixed rates, and the remainder with the right of . 








occupancy. The subjoined statement shows the large rise in registration of 
deeds of this class :— 


AIYAT] HOLDINGS WITH RIGHT OF 
RAIYATI HOLDINGS AT FIXED RATES, - Renee 
















| 
Mahajans, traders or 
money-lenders. 


——-| | eS | | | ee 





ronan | 1948 | 188 
The figures, the Lieutenant-Governor is glad to see, indicate no increase in 
the percentage of those holdings which’ pass into the hands of money-lenders, 
the transactions being chiefly and increasingly between raiyate. The Inspec- 
tor-General should have quoted the High Court ruli to which he alludes 
as affecting transfers of holdings in Ohamparan and Dacea. It is under- 
stood that he refers, in one case, to the decision of the High Court of 1897, 
reported in the Calcutta Series, volume XXIV, page 355, in the case of Bhiran 
Ali Shaik Shikdar (defendant) versus Gopi Kant Shaha (plaintiff), in which it 
was ruled that, in the absence of local usage or custom to the contrary, occu~ 
pancy holdings are not saleable otherwise than at the instance of the landlord 
seeking satisfaction for a decree for arrears of rent. rates f will be made in 
the Revenue Department in regard to the practice which is said to have 
sprung up in Champaran under which the landlord requires the tenant who 
esires to transfer to formally surrender the land, and takes a fee (salami) 
or enhanced rent from the incoming tenant. It may be noted that land so 
surrendered does not, as stated, become zerat or pee land, but remains 
raiyati land. Instruments of mortgage are only subject to compulsory regis- 
tration where immoveable property of a value of Rs. 100 or upwards is hypo- 
thecated. The number of such deeds for the period under review was 419,464, 
compared with 356,745 for the preceding triennial period, The year 1897-98, 
for the reason already mentioned, shows the largest figure yet attained under 
this head, the next highest being that for the last year of the triennial period. 
Most districts share the falling off in numbers in this year, compared with that 
receding. Among the exceptions are Mymensingh and Tippera. In the 
ormer, it is explained that transfers of occupancy rights having declared 
to be void unless sanctioned by custom, seer Ate iat taken their place. In 
Tippera it is remarked that money-lenders are now less willing than formerly 
to advance funds on a simple bond, and require the security afforded by a 
mortgage. If, in Ti a the m of oceupancy rights is valid at all, this 
change of practice wall be beneficial by bringing the raiyat face to face with the 
dangers of debt to his tenure. The interesting information which the Inspector- 
General gives will be brought to the special notice of the Board of Revenue. 
The bulk of the remaining transactions under this head consists of leases, 
of which the total for the period was 1,113,922, as compared with 1,003,132 
in the preceding triennial period. The increase has occurred in both perpe- 
tual and term leases. Perpetual leases are most numerous in the littoral or 
other districts of Bengal traversed. by large rivers, where large alluvial areas are 
settled or resettled, and tenants require the inducement of a permanent tenancy 
to undertake the expense of clearing the land. The average area of land taken 
_ on the term leases is comparatively small, the annual rental being Rs. 20 or 
under in no less than 76'4 per cent. of the total number. 
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on of lettings | patias are given to the lessee as 

his holding has. somewhat Tphenas in the period 
"s compared with the triennial period preceding. The relue- 
tance of zamindars to grant pattas to the tenants executing kabuliyats for their 
holdings has been commented on in past reports and resolutions. The Inspec- 
tor-General ascribes it correctly to diadiostion on account of the expense 
and inconvenience wtp Ht ag an idea among the bigger zamindars es cially 

uli of 







that their dignity wo and to an apprehension that pattas would assist 
‘the tenants in establishing occupancy rights. Where settlements are made under 
Chapter X of the Tenancy Act, the fa. for pattas and kabuliyats disappears, 
their place being taken by entries in the settlement records. It is nowhere 
usual to t pattas for leases of ee holdings, except when the area is 
large or the tenancy is of some special kind. ’ 

4. Optional Registration affecting immoveable property.—The following 
statement shows the numbers of deeds affecting immoveable property presented 
for registra’ sar during the last four triennial periods of which the registration 
was optional :— 








The most numerous class of deeds under this head is that of instruments 
of mo of value less than Rs. 100. The increase in the number of 
such registrations is very marked, the total of 757,270 reached in the last 
Renee being more than double that attained in the frst of the four periods. 
e largest total during the last three years is that for 1897-98, and this 
was to be expected. The large figure for 1898-99 shows, however, that the 
increase in the preceding year was not entirely attributable to the famine. 
The recognition 4 the P gen of the advantage which registration confers 
probably accounts for the in ing number of these documents presented for 
registration, and the same explanation may be offered for the increase under 
the head of leases for one year or less an miscellaneous documents. 
5. Registrations not affecting immoveable property.—The following statement 
furnishes fi for the last four triennial periods. Corresponding figures are 
also given for wills and authorities to adopt :— 






under this head of which i 
of gift, the obligation to register 


tion is compul- 


being imposed in 






their case by the Transfer of Property Act. The number of such deeds shows 
an increase in the last triennial period, but some falling off in the past two 
years. It is remarkable that out of the 603 deeds registered during the past 
year, 310 were presented in the Dacca district, The majority of these related 

to gifts of jewels by Muhammadans to their wives at marriage. . 

The bulk of the docaments under this head consists of obligations for the 
payment of money. The increase is steady, the fall in the past year being the 
natural consequence of agricultural prosperity. It is reported, however, that in 
some districts deeds of this kind are now less resorted to than formerly, and 
that security is now more generally required for loans. The barf marked 
increase noted above in optional registrations of mort; of small value is 
probably in some measure due to the substitution of that class of deed for the 
simple bond without security. 

The number of wills presented for registration shows atendency to decline, 
as is also the case with authorities to adopt, The number of wills deposited in 
sealed covers remains small. It has been found that of the wills deposited in 
this manner many lie unopened long after the death of the testator, whose 
wishes may thus remain unfulfilled, The question whether action should be 
teken to bring the existence of such wills to the notice of the persons presumably 
interested or whether the wills should be opened if they are not claimed, has 
been considered, and the Government of India have decided that it must be left 
to testators to make their own arrangements to cause effect to be given to wills 
thus deposited. There are obvious objections to any interference on the part 
of the Government in the matter. 

6. Inspections.—The total number of inspections made during the year 
1898-99 was !,423, and this shows some improvement over the corresponding 
figure for the last year of the preceding triennial period. At the instance of 
this Government, the Government of India in 1897 sanctioned the conversion 
of the two appointments of Special Inspectors on salaries of Rs. 700 and Rs. 500, 
respectively, into three appointments, having attached to them the pay of 
ts, 500, Rs. 400, and Rs. 800, respectively. During the year 1898-99, out of 
428 offices open 296 were inspected by the Special Inspectors. The Lieutenant- 
Governor is disappointed and dissatisfied, especially with the small number of 
inspections done ey the third Inspector, and he expects a marked improvement 
in the present year. The first Inspector must also inspect a far larger number 
of offices instead of repeating inspections of particular offices. Inspections by 
Special Sub-Registrars attached to each district involve their absence from the 
head-quarters stations, and difficulty frequently arises in arranging for the 
registration duties of their sub-districts during their absence. With the view of 
obviating this inconvenience, and enabling the Special Sub-Registrar to 
perform his mspection duties with greater regularity, joint offices have been 
created at some head-quarters stations. The Sub-Registrar of these, having 
concurrent jurisdiction with the Special Sub-Registrar, is able to perform his 
ordinary registration work during his absence. 

7. Value of Property transferred under registered ,deeds.—The aggregate 
value of immoveable property transferred by registered documents during the 
triennial period was Rs. 61,98,73,218, as compared with Rs. 52,02,11,989 
during the preceding triennial period, the corresponding figures for moveable 
property being Rs. 7,74,02,786 against Rs. 7,20,69,951 in the preceding period. 
This increase is mainly due to the transactions of the first year of the period, 
a decrease having occurred in the two last years. 

8. It was noted in the Resolution on the last triennial report that there 
had been a very marked decrease in the number of registrations under sections 
12 (permanent tenures) and 18 (holdings at fixed rates) of the Bengal Tenancy 
Act, the number having fallen from 79,109 in 1886-87 to 14,780 in 1895-96. 
The last year of the period now under review shows a further decline, the total 
being 13,083. The discontinuance of registration of transfers of occupancy 
holdings, which is not authorised by the Act, partly accounts for the decrease, 
but these provisions are unpopular alike with landlord and tenant. The land- 
lords are unwilling to accept the small fees, or fear that acceptance might be 
construed into admission of adverse rights, while the tenauts object to pay the 
fees, as they are required still to pay salami for mutation of names in the 
landiord’s office. The provisions of section 176 of the Act, which relates to the 
registration of encumbrances, are practically inoperative. Resort was had to 
registration under this section in two cases only during the year, 
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meimakadl di aaron Oe Te 

1 | 2 | 3 | 4 
1893-94 iy 557 
1894.95 s 546 
1895-96 an gic dt ae 

Total 1,639 
1896-97 “ 612 
1897-98 ie 632 
1898-99 isd 548 

Total 1,822 


It will be seen that the total of compulsory registrations affecting immove- 
able property for the second » sie shows some falling off as compared with 
that for the first period. e following remarks of the Registrar of Calcutta 
regarding the large decline in registration in the past year may be quoted :— 

“The past year was a bad eg for Calcutta offices. The presentations here depend a 
great deal upon the trade of the place. Circumstances combined and brought about results 
greatly detrimental to the interests of the mercantile community. The general feeling of 
uncertainty and distrust in the fluctuating rates of exchange is the principal item. Next 
may be noted the influx of English capital in the several departments of trade in Inida, 
which is gradually reducing the number of companies out in India, and conse. uently a fewer 
number of deeds are registered here. The yi of amalgamated tea and other companies 
isa new feature in Indian trade, and in a few of these newly consolidated companies several 
Indian companies have been absorbed. Tho last cause is the plague scare, which has to some 
extent frightened the lower olasses out of town, and the want of bourers and the high price 
of labour are indirectly affecting trade,” 


10. Working of Act III (B.C.) of 1896.—The Ins r-General of 
Registration has submitted a separate report on the working of the Bengal Land 


Records Maintenance Act, III of 1895. ‘The system provided by the Act for | 


the registration of mutations of tenancies has had little success. e matter is 
dealt with in the Revenue Department, and need not be discussed here. 

11. Registration of Muhammadan Marriages and Divorces.—The following 
statement shows the working of Act I (B.C.) of 1876 during the last twelve 
years :— 
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bers of deeds registered in the town of Calcutta - 





_ Forty-five new offices were opened ay triennial period under revi 
a veubsae'tn the Regincars oi to ayers Tatoanss eas village euler 
its working by the Regi e adverse influence of the vi m or 
' priests, Wieling the main factors. It would hy the Act is, on the whole, 
gaitiing ground. The fact, however, that 29 offices return no registration at 
all is distinctly unsatisfac.ory, and the r-General will do well, as he 
proposes, to remind the Registrars that it is their duty to move about, and 
explain to the people the object and advantage of the Act. The largest 
number of ceremonies regi under the Act was in 1895-96. The total for 
the last triennial period, however, exceeds that for the ee and 
the reduction in 1897-98 appears to be correctly attributed by - 
General of Registration to the fact that in years of agricaltural di 
part are less frequent, and the his 3 are also less able to pay the fees 
under the Act, and forego registration, which is optional. , 

12. The thanks of the Lieutenant-Governor are due to Khan Bahadur 
Delawar Hosaen Ahmed for his administration of the Department. The names 
of the officers favourably mentioned by the Inspector-General will be noted by 
the Appointment Department of Government. 

Orvrer.—Ordered that a copy of this Resolution be forwarded to the 
Inspector-General of Registration, for information and guidance. 

Ordered also that extract paragraphs 2 and 3 of the Resolution be for- 
warded to the Revenue Department of this office, for information and necessary 
action. 

Ordered also that a copy of the Resolution, together with a copy of the 
report, be submitted to the Government of India, in the Home Department, for 
information. : 

Ordered also that the Resolution be published in the Calcutta Gazette. 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 


_C. W. BOLTON, 
Chief Secretary to the Govt, of Bengal. 
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For the week ending the 28rd October 1899. 


Burdwan.—Rainfall at Sadar 2:89, Kalna 2°29, Katwa 2°54, Raniganj 2:20. Weather 
seasonable. Threshing of aus nearly over. Recent rain has done much good to aman. 
Sowing of rabi commenced. Fodder and water sufficient. Cattle-disease in Katwa 
rapidly decreasing. Common rice selling as follows :—- 


Srs. 
Sadar on ons ‘es 1b 
etre ene re ae | 
Raniganj ave i Fe 13 


Birbhum,—Rainfall at Sadar 2:98, Rampur Hat 3:30. Weather getting cool. Last 
rain has done much to ny crops, which are promising. Price of common rice at 
Sadar 14} seers and at pur Hat 15 seers per rupee. Fodder sufficient.” 

Bankura.—Rainfall at Vishnupur 4°32, Weather fair and. seasonable. Sowing of 
rabi commenced in places. Sugarcane and winter rico doing well. Fodder and water 
sufficient. No cattle-disoase reported. Price of rice at Bankura 16 seers and at Vishnupur 
15 seers per rupee, 

Midnapore.—Rainfall at Sadar 3:41, Contai 4°31, Tamluk 471, Ghatal 3°31. Weather 
seasonable. Prospects of winter rice very good. Onattle-disoase reported from Keshpur, 
Salboni and Benapura. Fodder and water ample. Common rice sells as follows :— 


’ Srs. 
pen vai ox wey 4 
Taraluk i ee isaer rte tk 
Ghatal eee 14-14 


Hooghly.—Rainfall at Sadar 2:95, Serampore 2°73, Jahanabad 2:96. Prospects of 
winter rice and sugar-cane good. Common rice sells at 14 seers 1} chitaks per rupee. 


Howrah.—Rainfall at Sadar 2:40, Uluberia 2:72, Weather seasonable. The recent 
rain has ensured a good rice harvest. Sowing of rabi commenced. Fodder and water 
sufficient. Common rice sells at 13 seors per rupee. 

24-Parganas,—Rainfall at Barasat 8:15, Basirhat 2:20, Diamond Harbour 4:96. 
~ ap early pny a The = ea done much good to tho standing crops. 

pecs aman are under cultivation for radi cro No cattle-disease. 
Fodder and water sufficient. Common rice sells as follows :— st , 


Sra. 
Sadar isk i et 12 
Barasat ees oes ast 14} 
Basirhat =... sis si IG: PSE Fapee. 
Diamond Harbour mn ion 18 


Nadia.—Rainfall at Sadar 2:33, Kushtia 2:40, Meherpur 2:99, Chuadanga 2°50, 
Ranaghat 2°67. Weather scasonable. Prospeots of aman good. Rabi crops are being sown. 
Fodder and water sufficient. Price of common rico stationary. 


Murshidabad.—Rainfall at Sadar 3-08, Kandi 3-90, Jangipur 2:76. Weather season- 
able. Spe of aman good. Sowing of rabi crops continues. The late rain has dono 
much good to the standing crops. Sugarcane and mulberry doing well. Fodder and water 
sufficient. Cattle-disease reported from Hariharpara thana, Common rice sells as follows :— 


Srs. 
sunt coe ty ese 14 
i ee eee wee 18 rupee. 
Jangipur ee pe 14 e 
Jessore.—Rainfall at Thenida 1-90, Magura 1:09, Narail 1:73, n ‘62. Weather 


seasonable, Cultivation of raii crops going on. Harvesting of aus over. Prospects 
a ram good. No cattle-disease reported. Fodder and water sufficient, Common 
sells as follows :— 


S8rs. 

Sadar ao oe a 16 

Thenida Pi ane ae 18 

Magura sy eae Co 18 per rupee, 
_ Narail sie aks ne 178 
 Bangaon AS nee ae 20 


bec 
Pitan Sty weho mee aN i 














- Khulna.— Rainfall at Sadar 3.18, Bagerbat 3:17, Satkhiea 3:35. Weather hot. Aman 
a. thriving. Prospects good. Fodder and water sufficient. Common rice sells as 


‘ 8rs. 
- an Ae a baa? | AOR 
erhat aie ous hag 16 
Satkhira sbi bad sav 15 hoe fib 


Rajshahi.— Rainfall at Sadar 2°84, Nator 286, Naugaon 2°82. Prospects of standin, 
crops good: No cattle-disease. Fodder and water plentiful. Common rice sells at 17 
seers per rupee, 


Dinajpur.—Average rainfall -65. Weather getting cooler. Standing crops fair. 
Cow-pox reported from Porsha thana. Fodder and water sufficient. Rice selling at Sadar 
15 seers and at Thakurgaon 18 seers per rupee. 


Jalpaiguri.—Rainfall at Sadar 1:06, Alipur-Duars °56. Weather seasonable. ZHaimanti 
paddy doing well. Lands are being prepared for tobaceo, Common rice sells at 14} seers 
per rupee. Fodder and water sufficient. ’ 

. 

Darjeeling.—Rainfall at Darjeeling ‘35, Siliguri ‘56. Weather seasonable. Haimanti 
paddy, bara marua, phaphar, tori, wheat, barley and kalai doing well. Zerai—Haimaati 
paddy, kalai and potatoes progressing well, Ooarse rice sells as follows :— 


' Srs. 
perl penrons oes nes oss 9 
Td. ‘ tt “5 por rapes. 


Bhutta sells at Darjeeling 20 seers and at Kalimpong 82 seers per rupee. 


Rangpur.—Rainfall at Sadar ‘26, Gaibanda 8:18, Kurigram 2°90, Nilphamari ‘80. 
Steeping and washing of jute continue. Lands are being prepared for rali crops. Prospects 
good: Common rice sells at 16 seers 9 chitaks per rupee. Fodder and water sufficient. 

tle-disease prevailing in the Nilphamari subdivision. 


Bogra.—Average rainfall 2°35. Prospects of — good. Cultivation for rai crops 


going on. Fodder and water ample. Common rice selling at 17 seers per rupee. 


Pabna.—Rainfall at Sirajganj 2°88. Weather seasonable. Recent rain has improved 
prospects of standing crops. Price of common rice 14 seers 154 chitaks per rupee. Cattle. 
disease in Tarash. P 


Dacca.—Rainfall at Sadar 1°83, Manikganj 2°60, Munshiganj 1:31, Narayanganj 
1-44, Weather seasonable. Prospects of standing crops good. Fodder available. No cattle- 
disease. Common rice 16 seers per rupee. * 


a a at Sadar ‘50, Jamalpur 2:00, ‘Tangail 2:16, Kishorganj 
1:99, Netrokona 3°55, Weather seasonable. Prospects of crops Condition of cattle 
good. Fodder and water sufficient. Common rice selling at 17 seers per rupee. 


Faridpur.—Rainfall at Sadar 1°52, Goalundo 1:48, Madaripur 2°60. Weather season- 
able. State and prospects of crops good. Common rice sells at 16 seers per rupee. 


Backergunge —Weather seasonable. Prospects of crops fair. Common rice sells at 
14 seers per rupee. 


Tippera.—Rainfall at Sadar ‘04, Brahmanbaria 2°02, Chandpur 4°08. ‘Weather 
seasonable. Amaw paddy doing well, Prospects continue favourable. Average price of 
common rice 16} seers per rupee. 


Noakhali.—Rainfall at Sedar *12, Feni 6-35, Prospects of crops fair. Lands are being 
loughed for ravi crops. Veterinary assistant treating, cattle-disease at Chagalnaya. 
odie and water good, Price of common rice (aman) 15 seers and (aus) 18 seers per rupee. 


Chittagong.—Rainfall at Sadar 8:44, Cox’s Bazar 12°89, Prospects of crops good. 
Water and fodder sufficient. Common rice 16 seers per rupee. 


Patna.—Rainfall nil. Prospects of paddy crops up to date are favourable, but a 
shower or two of rain is urgently needed now. Lands are porn 2 for rabi crops. 
rig, Ro cutting has begun in places, fodder and water for cattle sufficient. Common rice 
in Patna sells at 16 seers per rupee. is . 


















Tote 


_ @aya.—No rain, It is wanted for p dy orops. Rabi sowing ing commenced. Common 

rice selling at 13 seers per rupee, sari 

Shahabad.—Rainfall nil. Rain wanted for rabi sowings. Fodder and wator abundant. 
One hundred and twenty cases of cattle-disease in Sasaram, Rice selling at Sadar 11 seers 
per rupee. j 

Saran.—No rain. Weather seasonable. Rabi sowing going on. Rain urgently 
required for rabi and paddy. Average price of common rice 12 seors 1 chitak and of makai 13 
seers 4 chitaks per rupee. 

Champaran,—Rainfall at Bagaha 61. Aghant paddy on high lands withering for want 
of rain. In low and irrigated lands the rospeot is still fair. Rabi sowings commenced, but 
progress is slow. Price of common rice Py seers and of maize 16 seers per rupee. 


—Rainfall nil. Prospects of winter rico continue to be fair, but rain 
wanted for up-land rice, Rabi sowings commenced in places. Prices, which are stationary, 
are—Common rice 12 seers, wheat 12 seers, barley 16 seers, makai 14} seers, gram 13 seers, 
rahar 14 seers, and marua 15 seers per rupee. ‘ 


Darbhanga.—No rain. Weather seasonable. Prospects of standing crops good, but 
more water wanted for the rice. Fields are being prepared for rahi. Fodder sufficient. 
No cattle-disease reported. Common rice sells at Sadar 12 to 13 seers per rupee, 





Monghyr.—Rainfall at Sadar nil, Beguserai ‘03, Jamui ‘25, Nights cool. Days still 
hot. ali being sown. All standing crops doing well. Common rice sells as follows :— 


8rs. 
Monghyr ois zal woe laf, OLE 
Beguseral oie ine ale | ow rupee. 
Jamui sect \- 14 


Bhagalpur.—Nights cool. Rainfall at Banka ‘39. Winter rice has been benefited, 
More rain wanted Rabi sowings continue. Stray cases of cattle-disease reported from 
Supaul and Banka subdivisions. Gommon rice sells as follows :— : , 


Srs. 
Sadar any Eee ay 134 
Banka jae aus bad 124 
Madhipura ae vi kG gl Pet 2UPeS. 
Supaul Sus ete Asa 19 


Purnea.—Rainfall at Sadar nil, Kishenganj 06, Araria :03. Weather seasonable. 
Ltabi sowings commenced. Prospects of aghani rice good. No cattle-disease reported. Fodder 
and water sufficient. Common rice sells as follows : — 


, Srs. 
Acai & tes ave 14 
ishanganj one ose mR 17 rupee. 
Araria say 19 ss as 


‘ Malda.—Rainfall at Sadar 1-68, Chanchal ‘60, Shibganj 1:48. Weather seasonadle. 
Sowing of rabi crops commenced. Prospects of standi crops good. The recent rain has 
benefited the winter rice crop. Oatile-disease reported from Shibganj and Malda. Coarse 
Tice sells at 163 seers per Tupee. Fodder and water sufficient. 


Sonthal Parganas.—Tho cold weathor is setting in. Average rainfall -93, which 
renders bumper rice crop certain. Rabi crops and sugarcane doing well. Prospects very 
favourable. Rien price of common rice 12 seers 14 chitaks and of maize 154 seers per 
Tupee. Fodder and water ample. 


Cuttack.—Rainfall at Sadar 1037, Jajpur 10°63, Kendrapara 849, Banki 7:10, 
False Point 6 62, Weather seasonable, Lnghu sarad in flower. Guru sarad in ear. Sugar- 
cane, rabi and turmeric growing. Jute and cotton being harvested. Condition of cattle 
generally good. Fodder and water sufficieut. Common rive sells as follows :— 


Srs. Ch. 
Outtack rey ay ee 14 7 

| plea Or sh ae vd pee rages 
. Banki, ede wet Pee Woe 


Balasore.— Weeding of sarad continues. _Asu is being harvested. § thrivi 
well. Prospects of dees good exoept on high lands in Agarpara circle, ice wis at 180 
Seers per rupee in the interior, and at 16 seers at Balasore and Bhadrak, Cattle- disease 
reported from places. Fodder and water sufficient. 











 Angul. ul.—Rainfall at Angul ref 613 and Bisipara 3:99 © Low-land_ padd 15 
rabi sowing operations renewed. Oattle-pox continues at Bisipara. Fodder sufficient, 
mon rice is difficult to prooute ; the rate is 16 seers at Angu! and 12 seers at Khondmals. 








Puri.—Rainfall at Sadar 657, Khurda 9°10, Weather cool, winter approaching: 


Crops saved where not lost. Kulthi being sown. 8 ne promising. Other 
miscellaneous crops doing well. Fodder and water valtsieat’  Osiomed: ties sells as 
Srs. Ch. 
oa Sra es ge fe 
9 ‘ o . ee ose ru pes 
Interiar of istedot i.) 20% as ce) que been ees 


. , Hazaribagh.—Rainfall nil. Weather seasonable. ‘Prospects of crops; poor. Oommon 
rice sells at 1 seers per rupee. 9 oO ei Bee sa 

‘" ‘Ranchi.—Rainfall nil.’ Weather seasonable, Prospects of winter rice worse, Rain 
badly wanted. Rice sells 10 seers per rupee in Ranchi and 12} seers in the interior 
No cattle-disease. Fodder and water sufficient, ci 

© “Palaman.—Rainfall nil. Weather seasonable. Paddy suffering very much for want 
of rain. Rabi sowing retarded. ‘ Sugarcane doing fairly well. Prices, at Sadar are—rice 
10 seers 11 chitaks, wheat 10 seers 2 chitaks, gram 14 seors, mandua 16 seers 14 chitaks, and 
makai 14 seers per rupee.’ Fodder and water sufficient. 


irs f b 
Manbhum.—Rainfall at Sadar ‘75, Gobindpur ‘97, Weather seasonable. Bhadoi crops 
fair. Winter rice an arenes crop. Oattle-disease reported from thanas Purulia, Gobindpur, 
Topchanchi, and Tundi. Fodder and ets sufficient. Avi price of common 
rice at Sadar 12 seers 11 chitaks and at Gobindpur 12 seers per rupee. Supply sufficient. 


Singhbhum.—Report not received. 


General Summary.—The general and heavy rainfall noticed in last week’s 
occurred in Bengal Proper oid Oaea, In Bengal it did considerable good to the hiting 
crops, which are now sure to be at least fair, and in most districts good. issa, Outtack 
atk Daldgace will oujoy excellent while those in Puri and Angul have been greatly 
benefited. In the Chota Nagpur Division the continued drought is causing injury to the 
rice crop, which is expected to be poor, and in the Patna Division it is:injuring the unirri- 
gated uplaad rice and retarding the sowing of the spring crops. Prices are erally 
steady; in Orissa and Chota Nagpur they are somewhat easier than before, Cattle- 1s 
reported from a few districts. is generally sufficient. : 


By order of the Lieutenant-Go vernor of Bengal, 


F. A. SLACK, 


Ofg. Secretary to the Govt. of Bengal. 
Revenue DepaRTMENT, oe ets 
The 24th October 1899, 


PRICES-CURRENT (RETAIL) OF FOOD-GRAINS AND SALT 
IN THE 


IIEAD-QUARTERS STATION BAZARS OF THE DISTRICTS OF BENGAL 
DURING THE FORTNIGHT ENDING THE 61x OCTOBER 1899, 
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BENGAL, 
Burdwan, 
Birbhum, 
Bankura, 


Midnapore, 


BurDWan Drviston, 


Hooghly. 


Howrah, 


24-Paryanas, 


Caloutta,’ 


Nadia, 


Murshidaba-, 
Jossore, 


PRESIDENCY Division, 





Khulna, 


Rajshahi, * 
Dinajpur, 
Jalpaiguri. 
Darjeeling, 


Rangpur. 


RatsHaui Division, 


Bogra, 


Dacca Drivisior, 


seers ; Sutkhira 11+ scores, 
soors ; Naugnon D seort i ohitthoks, 


bands 10 nore; Kurgram 8 sors; Nilphamat 10 som, 

prices of salt por rupoo are :-—~Madanganj 11 seers 10 chittacks ; 

Tapes aro isKishorganj 10 ‘boors ; Jamalpur 10 seers ; Kagmari 8 
Tupee ate :-Goalando 10 soors ; Madaripur 1 

eh cor Tupee are :—Pirojpur roturn not rooted *Seenkhat 9 seers ; 
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